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THE 


PREFACE 


TO THE 


READER. 


READER), 
Preſent thee here with the - four laſt Chapters 
of the ſeventh Book of my Explanation of 
the grand Myſtery of Godlinels, which 
comprize, as 1 conceive, a ſolid Confuta- 
tion of the pretended grounds of Judiciary Aftro- 
logy. The occaſion of my thus publiſhing them a- 
art is this. T here was lately ſent to me a Book 
written by John Butler Bachelor of Divinity, and 
Miniſter of the Goſpel in the Church of England ; 
the firſt part whereof is entitled, The moſt ſacred 
and Divine Science of Aſtrology, the other, 
Aſtrology vindicated from the Calumnies of 
Dr. More, in his Explanation of the grand 
Myſtery of Godlinels. TI read them both with 


care and patience. But find my ſelf concerned moſt 


in the ſecond. Of which caſting up the ſum, T found 
it 


es 
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it to conſiſt of theſe two. parts, Railing and Reaz 
ſoning. And truly to give the Author his due, in 
the former he 1s admirable. 1 mean admirably copi- 
ous,, coarſe and ſcurrilous , . inſomuch, that if there 
were any ſuch thing as Judiciary Aſtrology, one might 
rationally ſuſpe him ſo profoundly ſkilful therein, 
that he choſe ſuch. a nick of time for his aſſault upon 
me, 4s that whole Spouts or Cataratts of Influence 
from the ſo fitly pofated Heavens , might carry 
him on with a ſtream or flood as it were of dirty E- 
loquence, and drive him into ſo foul a flux or Diar- 
rhoea of frothy wit and filthy language, as to ſtam 
fo many ſheets of paper as he has done. But 
Nobis non licet efle tam difertis. 
We are bound up to more ſober and ſacred Laws, 
as we are men, one would think, and moſt of all as 
Chrifhans. Al truly I thought every Muniter of the 
Goſpel had been a Chriſtian, at leat a man. 

Not to render railing for railing, we are 
taught by St. Peter, but rather bleſſing. And 
our Saviour himſelf commands us to blels them 
that curſe us, todo good to them that hate us 
and deſpitefully uſe us and perſecate us. Now 
I demand of this Miſter of the Goſpel, or word of 
God, as he ſliles himſelf, how well be has kept to 
this Rule of the word and Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus, 
of Which he boaſts himſelf a Minter, that he ſhould 
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thus fiercely worry, not only bis fellow Creature, and 
his fellow Chriſtian , but his fellow Miſter of the 
word and Goſpel ; and that always of the Church of 
England , never Communicating With any other 
Church beſides. When as this angry man, that his 
Wit may be ſure to appear not to exceed his malice, 
has nat been content to uſe all imagmable ſcurrility 
againſt me, but alſo repreſents me as one Stained with 
the Schiſm of the late times, and as if I were either 
Presbyterian or Independent. When as my nearet 
Relations were deep ſufferers for the King, and my 
ſelf expoſed (by conStantly denying the Covenant) to 
the loſs of that little preferment I had before thoſe 
times, as I never received any employment or prefer- 
ment in them. So deep a malice has this Mimiter of 
the Goſpel conceived againſt me,that he will not Rick 
to raiſe ſlanders of me at all adventures, for my be- 
ing an Anti-Aſtrologer, as he would pretend, and 
for my juſt Reprebenſions of the folly of that fifti- 
tious Art. But I am reſolved exa#tly to follow thoſe 
Rules that he has ſo notoriouſly neglefted or tranſ- 
greſſed, and to give no anſwer to bis Railing, but 
that of St. Peter, That we ought not to render rail- 
ing for railmg : Which is a juſt and neceſſary ex- 
cuſmg me from engaging in that more ungentile and 
ungrateful part of my task. 

Only T bold it fit ſo far to concern my ſelf_ in his 
Railing, 
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Railing, as to ſhow he had no juſt pretenſe thereto; 
And for this cauſe eſpecially have T ſet before thee 
theſe four Chapters which he pretends to be the occa- 
fron of his bemg ſo provoked, though never any A- 
ſrologer that T heard of was provoked by them be- 
fore. Nay, there was of the moſt able of them, as I 
have been told by thoſe that were thoroughly acquain- 
ted with them, that confeſſed that T had ſolidly confu- 
ted the ordinary acknowledged grounds of Aſtrology, 
though they had found ſo much truth mm the experien- 
cing the feats of that Art, that they could not of a 
ſudden quit it for all that. 

T but there are paſſages, will Mr. Butler ſay, 
that particularly concern my perſon, in your Confu- 
ration, foraſmuch as T have adventured to Calculate 
our Saviours Nativity as well as Hieronymus Car- 
danus, of whom you write, That nothing but levity 
of mind and vain-glory could induce him to ingage in 


fo raſh an Af. And in another place, you call it, The 


unparalle d-preſumption, and wicked ſaucineſs of the 
vain-glorious Cardan. Here it ſeems it is that the 

e pinches him. But alas ! Mr. Butler, bow 
could I poſſibly help this * My ſelf was never any 
Aſtrologer, nor ever had any conceit of that Faculty, 
though you are pleaſed to account it a Divine Sci- 
ence ; And what I have wrote T writ twenty years 


ago. How could I then poſſibly prognoſtick that one 


r, 
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Mr. John Butler, a great Zealot for Aſtrology, 
would jaarallel the then unparallel d preſumption, as 1 
thought, and wicked ſaucineſs of vam-glorious Car- 
dan? I beſeechyou, Sir, whoſe fault is it, mine who 
writ this ſome twenty years ago (quſtly condemning, as 
I will ftand to it, that profane preſumption of Car: 
dan) or your own, Who of your own accord, with- 
out any invitation from me, Itrow, would imitate ſo 
foul an Example ? And this charge agamſt Cardan 
I will make good m my _ Annotations when T come to 
the place, and will examine there impartially what 
you have ſaid for him or for your ſelf m defending of 
him, 

In the mean time T will only advertiſe the Rea« 
der, what was the true occaſion of my writing with 
that quickneſs and ſharpneſs of Reprehenſion againſt 
Aſtrology and Aſtrologers, and with ſome Scopticiſm, 
as Elias ſpake agamſt the Prieſts of Baal.. For 
ſharp, nay, Scoprical Reprebenſion when it is uſed 
rom a right principle, and upon a due obje&t , not 
out of any ſelf-deſign, but to ſuppreſs poyſondus Error 
and Impoſture, and to ſignify a mans juſt contempt 
of the conceitedneſs and loftmeſs of Atheiſtical Wits, 
by Mr. Butlers favour, is no Railing but wholſom 
Reproof. Now that which moved my zeal and in- 
dignation was this, That when I had demonſtrated 
the real and literal truth of the Hiſtory of Chriſt, his 

mY | 
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miraculous Birth, Reſurreftion, Aſcenſion, Appari- 
tion of Angels , and the hardeſt and moſt mcredible 
thmgs of our Religion declared m Scripture, ſo that 
Vaninus h 1mſelf could not deny the matter of Faft, 
That this jure ground, T ſay, of our Salvation ſhould 


be whifled away by that Phantaſtical ſuppoſition of 


Aſtrolozers, viz. That all things here upon Earth ave 
done or cauſed by the Influence of the Stars and vari- 
ous Aſpefts of the Eeavenly Bodies, and as Pom- 
ponarius, Cardan, and Vaninus world have it, 
that famons Law-givers and Prophets have no other 
Original, whoſe Religions come on and go off ac- 
cording to the Configurations of Heaven, and that 
Chriſt himſelf and his Religion 1s ſubjefted to the 
fame Laws ; there bemg indeed no Religion exemp- 
ted from the vertue and power whether good or bad 
of the Stars : fo that all Miracles, Prophecies, Ap- 
paritions of Angels, Reſurreftions from the Dead, are 
but tranſttory blaſts of ther Influence. Certainly any 
body that has any ſmcere ſenſe and kmdneſs for true 
Religion, I mean the Chriſtian, cannot but be moved 
with Indignation at ſuch miſchievous .and impious 
Fopperies as theſe. T his is that which made me write 
agamſt Aſtrology and Aſtrologers with that 
ſcorn and contempt of both ther Art and them,T mean 
the profaner fort of them, that neither Chriſtian Re- 
hgion nor any well-meaning Chriſtian may receive any 

prejudice 
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prejudice by them. And moreover, that not any phraſe 
has ſlipt from me that exceeds the demerit of their 
profane or frivolous pretences ſhall be made good 
in its proper place. 

From all which it will appear, that there was no 
juſt occaſion given to Mr. Butler to rail, from any 
railing of mine againſt Aſtrology or Aſtrologers, uns 
leſs he will call juſt and neceſſary Reproot, with a 
quickneſs and ſharpneſs proportioned to the meaſure 
and nature of the fault, and pride, and conceitedneſs 
of the perſons, Railing and Reviling. And if he 
had conceived that I railed, he being a Miniſter of the 
Goſpel, (and ſo expreſly profeſſing link. and as it 
were boaſting himſelf, in the Title Pages of both his 
Books, ſo to be, and therefore pretending not only to 
be a Chriitian, but a Light and Guide toChriſtians) 
he ſhould have praftiſed that word , that be ſaith 
he is a Miſter of, and not have rendred Rail- 
ing for Railing, and thus diſhonoured his Miniſtry in 
the fight of all the World, and that in the behalf of 
a cauſe, which if it were true (as it 1s ridiculouſly 
falſe) is of no ſuch conſequence (the Fortunes of 
Greece, as the Proverb is, do not depend tipon it) 
as that be ſhould fare ſo like a diſtemper'd man in the 
behalf of it, as if it were his great Diana, and the 

ſole Sovereign or Miſtreſs of bis Heart. 
And this is all that T intend by way of Anſwer to 
- the 


vill 
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the railing Part of his Book , namely, the thus 


ſhowing that he had no- juft occaſion for his ſo bar= 


barons and ſcurrilous Revilings, and that it is againſt 
my Principles, as T am a man, much more as I am @ 
Chriſtian, to render Railing for Railing. And truly 
Tam of that temper, that I have always avoided to 
have any contets im. points of Divinity eſpecially, 
with any Members of our own-Church, it but mas 
king ſport for the common Adverſary ; but this look- 
ing more like a controverſy of Philoſophy, it goes the 
leſs againft the hair with me. And therefore, ha- 
ving rid my hands thus of this worſe part of bis 
Book, -viz. his Railing, 1 ſhall now not ſtick to- 
apply my ſelf to the other part, and examine his Rea- 
ſoning. Which I doubt not but 1 ſhall, im my An- 
notations, make to appear, to the unprejudiced, to be 
@&s weak, as the other 15 rude and virulent. 


H: M. 


THE 


 ' EXPLANATION 


OF THE 
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BOOK VI. CHAP. XIV. 


_— 


I. Obje@ions of the Jews againſt therr Meſliah's be- 
ing come, anſwered. 2. A pompous evaſion of 
the Ariſtotelean Atheiſts, ſuppoſing all Miracles 
and Apparitions to be the effeFs of the Intelligen- 

| ces and Heavenly Bodies. 3. Vaninus his re- 
j ſtraint of the Hypotheſis , to one Anima -Cali. 
| 4. His intolerable Pride and Conceitedneſs. 
5. A Confutation of hin, and the Ariltotelean 

Atheiſm from the motion of the Earth. 6: That 

Vaninus his ſubterſuge 35 but a ſelf rontradition. 

| 7. That Chriltianitie's ſucceeding Jadaifm-zsr by the 
| ſpecial Counſel of God, not by the Influence of the 
| Stars, 8, Cardanus-his high folly-in-Calculating 
theNativity of our Saviour,with a demonſtration 

of. the groundleſneſs of Vaninus bis Exultativn 
722 
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in his impious boldneſs of making Mahomet, 
Moſes and Chriſt (idereal Law-givers of like au- 
thority. 9. That the impudence and impiety of 
theſe two vain-glorious pretenders conſtrains the 
Author more fully to lay open the frivolouſneſs of 
the Principles of Aſtrology. 


|Chap.13- 1, H E || Objections we were a mentioning 
Sc 1, are from two hands 3 from the Few, or 
from the AtheiiF. That from the Jew is 
chiefly this, That the condition of the times under 
Chriſt is not conformable to what is Propheſied con- 
cerning the times of the 2/eſſzah. * There is not that 
Peace and Concord, no not in Chriſtendom it ſelf, 
neither in the Church nor State; nor is 1dolatry ex- 
tirpated, nor the 1ſraelites replanted and Tetled in 
their own Land : all which things notwithſtandin 
are foretold tocome to paſs in the days of the Meſſ;- 
ah. Whence, ſay they, it is plain he is not yet come. 
But I briefly anſwer, 1. That the Prophetical Promi- 
ſes of the coming of the Meſſzah were abſolute, as I 
||SceBook haye || already noted, the extent of the effe& of his 
75-21 coming, conditional 3 men being free Agents, and 
not fatal Afors, in all things, as the Jews themſelves 
cannot deny. 2. That the nature of the Goſpel 
tends altogether tothe accompliſhing of thoſe promi- 
ſes of Univerſal Peace and Righteouſneſs, and did 
in fair in the firſt times of the Church as much as 
reſpe&ts the Church it felk. 3. That whatever re- 
. lapſeor ſtopthere has been, thingsare not ſo hopeleſs 
but in time they may be amended ; and that they in 
thoſe days when they are true Converts to Chriſt, 
may, if they will. then deſire it, return to their own 
Lang. But after this ſerious Converſion and real re- 
| novation 
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novation of their Spirits imo a true Chriſtian State, [ 
cannot believe they will continue (oChildiſh as to ya- 
lue ſuch things 3 but will find themſelves in the (piri- 
tual Canaan already, and on their march to that Fe- 
ruſalem which is above, the Mother of us all, and 
that it will not be in the power of any but them- 
ſelves to turn them out of the way. 

2. The other Objection, or rather Evalion of that 
wholeſome uſe that may be made of the Truth of 
the Hiſtory of Chriſt, is from that ſort of Atheiſts 
that love to be thought Ariftoteleans : For there 
are two chict kinds of Atheilm, Epicurean and Ari- 
ftotelean. The tormer denies all Incorporeal fub- 
{tance whatſoever, and all 4pparitions, Miracles and 
Prophecies that imply the ſame. Who are ſufhciently 
confuted already by this undeniable Declaration we 
have made. The other are not againlt all Subſtances 
Incorporeal, nor again(t Prophecies, Apparitions, and 
Miracles, though of the higheſt nature 3 inſomuch 
that they will allow the Hiſtory of Chriſt, his Reſur- 
redzon, and Appearance after Death, the Prophecies 
concerning him, and what not? But they have for- 
ſooth this witty ſubterfuge to ſave themſelves from re- 
_— any good therefrom, in imagining that there 
15 no ſuch particular Providence, as we would infer 
from hence, becauſe all this may be done. by the In- 
fluence of the Cceleſtial Bodies, actuated: by the In- 
telligences appertaining to each Sphere, and deriv1 
in a natural way from him that fits on the higheſt 
the Orbs, ſuch Influences as according to certain Pe- 
riodical _— of _— will R__ _ _ 
gwers, induing them with a power of worki 1- 
racles, aſſiſting them by —_— and Viſions of 
Angels, making thera ſeem to-be where they are pos 

an 
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and appear after they ceaſe to be, namely after ther 
Death : when in the mean-time there be neither An- 
gels, nor Souls ſeparate , but all theſe things are the 
tranſient Effefts of the power of the Heavens and 
'Configurations of the Celeſtial Bodies, which (lacks 
by degrees, and-ſo the influence of the Stars failing, 
one Religion decays and another gets up. Thus 7«- 
daiſm hathgiven place to Chriitianity, and Chriſti- 
anity in a great part of the World to M4hometi ſm, 
'being Eſtabliſhments reſulting from themutable courſe 
of Nature, not by the immediate finger of God, who 
keeps his Throne in the eighth Sphere, and intermed- 
dles not with humane Afeairs in any particular way, 
but aloof off hands down, by the help and mediation 
of the Celeſtial Intelligences and power of the Stars, 
ſome general caſts of Providence upon the Generati- 
ons of the Earth. 

3. * A goodly ſpeculation indeed, and well befit- 
ting ſuch two witty Fools in Philoſophy as Pompora- 
tizs and Vaninw : the latter of which ſeem not to 
give himſelf up to this fine figment altogether fully 
and conformably to the ancient Doctrine of 4riftotle, 
but having a great pique againſt 7zcorporeal Beings, 
is deſirous to leſſen their number as much as he can, 
and ſeems plcaſed that he has found out, That oze 
only Soxl of the Heavens will ſerve as effeCtually to 
do all theſe things as the Arz/totelean Intelligences 3 
and therefore ever and anon doubts of thoſe,and eſta- 
bliſheth t!11s as the only TnteZeFnal or Immaterial 
Principle and higheſt Deity 5 but (ach as ats no 
otherwiſe than in a natural way by Periodical Influ- 
ences of the Heavenly Bodies. Where you may ob- 
ſerve the craft and ſubtifty of the man, what a care he 


has of his own {afety,, and how he has impriſoned 
| the 
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the Divinity in thoſe upper rooms for fear of the 
worſt, that he may be as far out of his reach as the 
Earth is from the Moon. So cautious a Counſellor 
in theſe matters is an evil and degenerate Conlſct- 
Ence. . 

4. This is the chiefeſt Arcamnm that the Ampbi- 
theatrum and famed Dialogues of this ſtupendious 
Wit will afford; who was ſo tickled and tranſported 
with a conceit of his own parts, that in that latter 
Book he cannot refrain from writing down himſelf a 
very God for Wiſdom and Knowledge. When as, al- 
ſuredly, * There was never any mans Pride and Con- 
ceitedneſs exceeded the proportion of his wit and 

arts ſo much as his. For there is nothing conlidera- 
ble in him, but what * that odd and crooked Writer 
Hieronymws Cardanys had, thou h more modeſtly, 
vented to the World before : only Yaninws added 
thereto a more expreſs taſt of bold Impiety and Pro- 
phanelſs. 

5. I have elſewhere intimated how the attributing 
ſach noble Events to the Power of the Stars, is * no- 
thing but a rotten relique of the ancient Pagan ſuper- 


ſtition 3 and have in my Book of the || Im: zort ality ||Sce Pret. 
of the Soul, plainly enough demonſtrated, that there ,, | 
is.no ſuch inherent Divinity in the Celeſtial Bodies as Chap. 14. 


that ancient ſuperſtition has avouched , or modern 
Philoſophaſters would imagine. And [ ſhall evidently 
prove againſt this great Pretender, That his removal 
of the Deity at that diſtance from the Earth is impoſ- 
fible. For there are ſcarce any now that have the face 


| to profeſs themſelves Philoſophers, but do as readily 


acknowledge the motion of the Earth, as they do the 
reality of the Aritipodes, or the Circulation of the 


Blood would ask then Van ins but this one queſtion, 
C whe 
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whether he will not admit that the Sun 151n that Hea- 
ven where he imagines his Anima Celi; and whe- 
ther this Heaven 6 not ſpread far beyond the Sun, 
and be not alſo the reftidence of this Celeſtial God- 
dels of his? There is none will ſtick to anſwer for 
him, that it is doubtleſly ſo. Wherefore I ſhall forth- 
with infer, that let his unskilful phanſy conceit us at 
this moment m as low a part of the Univerle as he 
will, within the ſpace of ſix months we ſhall be as far 
above or beyond the Sun as we are beneath him now, 
and yet then phanſy our ſelves as much beneath him 
as before. Which plainly implies that our Earth and 
Moon ſwim in the liquid Heavens,which being-every 
where, this Deity of Yaninws mult be every where, 
though his degenerate Spirit was afraid of ſo holy a 
Newkbourhood, nor could abide the belief of ſo pre- 
{ent a Namer. Thus has the Annual courſe of the 
Earth daſhed off all that ſuperſtitious power and ſan- 
ctity that ancient Paganiſm has given, and the Ariſto- 
telean Atheiſt would now give to the Sun, Planets 
and Stars 5 and we are forced even by the light of 
Nature and humane reaſon to acknowledge the true 
Principle from whence all Miraculous things come, 
that is, a God , every where preſent, in whom we 
live, and move, and have our being. 

6. Beſides this, ſuppoſe that all Prodigies, Appart- 
tions and Prophecies were from the intermediate 1n- 
fluence of the Celeſtial Bodies, theſe Intelligences, or 
that Avima Celi working thereby upon the perſons 
of men, to inſpire them, and turning the Air into 
repreſentations and Viſions to — with them ; 
This covering is too ſcant to hide the folly of this 
ſorry Sophiſt, his ſuppoſition plainly ruinating it ſell. 
For he does acknowledge that thoſe inſpirations and 
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Prophecies are true that are thus derived from thoſe 
Sidereal Powers. But it is evident, that thoſe that have 
been the moſt 11]uſtrious Prophets, have had converſe 
with Angels, and talked with them, and have fo re- 
corded the matter to the World. As for Example, the 
Prophet Daniel, who diſcourſed with the Angel Ga- 
briel ; Chriſt alſo diſcourſed with Moſes and Fl;gs 
on Mount Tabor, and Moſes with the Angel of God 
on Mount $inai. Belides, Chriſt, who was ſo highly 
inſpired and afliſted from Heaven, has overand over 
again pronounced a future happinels after this life. 
All which, allowing them for a while to be the Di- 
(ates or Repreſentations of the Aſtral Influences , I 
demand of Yaninus, how he comes to be wiler than 
thoſe, who were ſo miraculouſly aſliſted, That theſe 
Viſions of Angels ſhould not be fo as they that ſaw 
them have related, That Moſes and Elias ſhould not 
be the Spirits of 1oſes and Elias, butonly tranſient 
Figurations of the Air raiſed by the influence of the 
Heavens? Moreover I would ask of him if he think 
that that Heavenly afhiſtance that can according to 
bis own acknowledgment inform men. of things to 
come at a thouſand years diſtance, (for ſuch was the 
prediction of the Death of Julizs Ceſar in the Se. 
nate, though a matter very contingent,) cannot cer- 
tainly inform them whom 1t pleaſes ſo wonderfully to 
aſſfilt, whether the Souls of men be mortal or immor- 
tal? which is far more cogno(cible to thoſe zthereal 
powers than the other. Wherefore this wretched 
Figment of his to excuſe himſelf from the acknow- 
ledgment of the Exiſtence of Angels or Dxmogs,and 
the ſubſiſtence of the Soul after Death, from which 
he ſo much abhors , will ſtand him 1n no ſtead, but 
argues him more intoxicated, whifling and giddy, in 
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admitting the truth of fach Narrations, and yet de- 
nying the genuine conſequences of them, than they 
that give no credence to the Narrations them- 
{clves. 

7. That which was objeed of Chriſtianity juſt- 
ling out Judaiſm, and of Mahometiſm (1n a great 
part of the World) juſtling out Chriſtianity , is 
partly falſe, and: partly nothing to the purpoſe. That 
Chriſtianity hath properly jultled out Judaiſm is ve- 
ry falſe. For Judaiſm has rather been ripened into 
the perfe&tion of Chriſtianity, than been ſtifled and 
ſuflaminated by any Counter-blaſt of thoſe Sidereal 
Influences he dreams of. For welee how things have 
gone on in one continued deſign from || Abraham to 
Chriſt, as the Prophecies and Predictions in Scripture 
plainly teſtifie. God promiſed to 4brahavr, that in 
his Seed all the Nations of the Earth {hould be bleſled. 
Facob foretels on his Death-Bed, that the Jewiſh Po- 
lity and Religion ſhould not fail till the Meſſiah, a 
Jew and Son of Abraham, was come, to whom the 

athering of the Gentiles ſhould be : and ſo in other 
T Priphecier which we have already recited and ap- 
plied. From whence it is manifeft, that it is the hand 
and counſel of God who is conſtant to himſelf, and 
whoſe Wiſdom and Providence reaches from end to 
end, that has begun and carried on this matter accord- 
ing to his own will and purpoſe, and not any Buſtles 
or Counter-Blaſts of various Aſpects of the Heavenly 
Bodies, that do and undo according to the diverſities 
and contrarieties of their Schematilſms and Configu- 
ratzons. 

8. * Norcould any thing but levity of mind and 
vain-glory induce Cardar to pretend the Calculating 
of our Saviours Nativity , when as the Year - = 

irt 


Crav. xivo A Confutation of Aſtrology. 


9 


Birth is ſo uncertain amongſt the molt accurate Chro- 
nologers 3 and Aſtrology it felt a thing wholly 
groundleſsand frivolous, as I ſhall demonſtrate anon. 
Nor is it any Specimen of his wit, but of his groſs im- 
piety, ſo boldly to equalize the riſe of 314h0me1iſne 
to that of Judaiſm and Chriftianity, as it Moſes, 
Chriſt and Mahomet were all Altral Law givers, a- 
like aſſiſted and inſpired from the 1ntluence of the 
Stars. A- conceit that YVaninws is lo tranſported with, 
that he cannot tell what ground to {tand upon when 
he cites the paſſage out of Cardan , he is lo tickled 
with joy. But that this exultation of his is very 
Childiſh and groundleſs,appears, both in that he falily 
attributes Prophecies, Divine Laws and Miracles, to 
the influence of the Stars (a ſuperſtitious errour that 
ariſes only out of the ignorance of the right Syſteme 
of the World) and then again (if it weretrue) that 
he imagines Mahomet (who-was a mere crafty Poli. 
tician, and did neither: Miracles, nor could Prophe- 
fie) to: be a Law-giver ſet up by the Miraculous 
power of the Heavens, ſuch as enables Divine Law- 
givers and Prophets to do real Miracles. To which 
you may add the ridiculous obſtinacy of this perverſe 
Sophiſt, who the more we give him of what he con- 
tends for, (viz. that Mahomet allo is a Star-inſpired 
Prophet, that is to ſay, illuminated from the Anime 
Celi, which according to his opinion is the higheſt 
and molt infallible principle of Miracles and Divine 
Wiſdom) the more ample teſtimony we have againſt 
his own Folly, that ſo peremptorily denies the ext- 
ſtence of Dzmons, and ſubſiſtence of the Soul after 
Death. Which are openly avouched by this third 
witneſs of .his own introducing : and theretore he 
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from the Celeſtial Bodies, did not excels of Pride and 
conceitedneſs blind his judgmentand make him ſenſe- 
leſs, he could not but have found himſelf (tung with 
that laſh of the Satyrilt, 


O curve in terris anime, & celeſtium inanes |! 


But I have even tired my ſelf with running the Wild- 
gooſe Chaſe after theſe fickle and fugitive Wits, 
whoſe careleſs flirts and ſubſultorious fancies are as 
numerous as ſlight and weak, againſt the firm and 
immovable foundations of ſolid Reaſon and Re- 
ligion. 

9. I ſhould now paſs to the fourth part of my Di(- 
courſe, * did not the reflection upon the inſuffera- 
ble impudence of Cardar, in pretending to caſt our 
$aviours Nativity , and that villainous inſultirg of 
Yanings thereupon, (as if all Religion were but an 
influence of Nature and tranſient blaſt of the Stars) 
invite me, nay indeed provoke me, * to lay open 
the vanity of their accurſed Art, wherein they 
have combined together to blaſpheme God , and 
to make Religion contemptible and uſeleſs to the 
World, 


ANNO- 


—_—_—__.. 


Cu av. xiv. A Confutation of Aſtrology. 


|Y 


* m—— 


ANNOTATIONS. 


CH AP. XIV. Sect. L 


Here isnot that Peace and Concord, no not in 
Chriſtendom it ſelf,neither in Church nor State, 

nor 15 Idolatry extirpated, &*c. 1 had brought my 
Demonſtration for th: truth of Chriſtianity to that 
completeneſs in the fore-going part of my Myſtery of 
Godlineſs, that I could find nothing to pretend to 
enervate it, but this ObjeFion of the Jews, and that 
other of the Ariltotelean Atheiſts, that impute al 
things to the natural Influence of the Heavens and 
Stars. And though the former is nothing to our pre- 
ſent purpoſe, yet I thought fit not to leave it ont, 
that the Chapter might be entire. And ſince it is 
here, I will only note that beſides thoſe Anſwers 1 
give here to this ObjeFion of the Fews, there is one 
ſpecial Anſwer more taken notice of in my Preface to 
#y Expoſition of the Apocalypſe, Se@. 11. 7hat this 
Tdolatry of the Church was prediGed by Chriſt him- 
felf in that excellent Volume of Prophecies. The 
findy of which ancient Prophecies, 7 think, much 
better becomes a Proteſtant Miniſter of the Church 
of England,zs Mr. Butler ftiles himſelf;than the vain 
AﬀeFation of Aſtrological Prognoſtications. But he 
is ſo full of that empty Phantaitry, that he does not 
only negled# that laudable and ſolid ſiudy of the 
Prophecies of Holy Scripture, himſelf, but derides 
them that are followers thereof, as he does me, in 
his Vindication of Aſtrology, p. 24. The Do@or,ſayes 
he, has been all day in deep ſtudy of the _— 
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of $8. John the Divine, &c. which plainly refle@s 
upon the very Title Page of my Expoſition of the A- 
pocalypſe ; and may have reſpeF alſo to his own 
Book coming out ſo immediately upon mine, namely 
his Hagiaſtrologia, which he interprets, The moſt 
ſacred and Divine Science of Aſtrology , as if he 
would ſet up this his moſt ſacred and Divine Science 
of Aſtrology as a Corrival with the ſerious ſtudy of 
the Revelation of $#. John the Divine, ſo that in- 
ſtead of being Divines or Theologers, we may turn 
phancyful Star-gazers or Aſtrologers. 

And wot you not what great encouragement there 
is for it * For beſides his Hagiaſtrologia, which js 
newly come out piping hot, he mentions a little Tra# 
of Aſtrology written by himſelf, for the ſatisfa@ion 
of the ignorant, and his Chriſtologia, or his Trea- 
tiſe of Chriſt, For ſo the word will ſignifie whether 
he will or no, which Treatiſe notwithſtanding pre- 
tends only to tell us the Time of Chriſts Birth : 4; 
if that Genethliacal or Aſtrological moment of his 
Nativity were ].B.s whole Chriſt. And laſtly, He 
tells us (which I might have put in the firſt place, 
it occurring Hagiaſtr. p. 4.) of the Doftrine of Nati- 
vities, written by his Friend Mr..Gadbury, a per ſor 
famons as well for Aſtronomy as Aſtrology. Theſe 1 
muſt confeſs are great Motives, and if I did not 
conſider,that the Apocalyple is a Book writ by truly 
Divine and infallible Inſpiration , and that the 
Rudiments of Aſtrology are but the mere imaging- 
tions and greſs Hallucinations of deceived Mortals, 
unacquainted with ſound Philoſophy and the true 
knowledge of Nature, they might have made me ſeen 
to give gromnd a little. But being as it is, T ſtand 
perfeFly unmoved in my ſelf, and do in the mean 
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time take notice, That ].B. in his publiſhing pre- 
ſently, upon the coming out of my Apocalypſis Apo- 
calypſeos, this rudely ſmaggering piece of his (where 
there is nothing of Reaſon or Philoſophy, but a meer 
endeavour in the groſſeſt way of Buff onry to make 
my perſon 4s vile and eontemptible as he can_) aFeth 
like one that does not endeavour more to vindicate 
his beloved Aftrology than to Rifle the good effe#t 
of my itudying thoſe Divine Oracles, which tell not 
into what quarter an Horſe, or Sow and Pigs have 
gone aitray, but how much the, Church pretended 
Catholick and Apoitolick have gone aſtray from the 
Rule of the Word, and wandred from the City of 
God, the Holy Feruſalem, to the bloody, prophane, 
and Idolatrous City of Babylow. IT ſay his virulent 
Book coming out in ſuch a nick of time as this, may 
juſtly move a ſuſpicion in me or «ny one elſe beyond 
the probability of any figure cait by an Aitrologer, 
that this latter is the principal meaning and chief 
ſeope of his publiſhing this Book of his at this time. 
Which thing I leave to his own Conſcience and the 
judgment of others to conſider : eſpecially if they 
will but take along with them what he writes in his 
Aftrology Vindicated, p. 3. where ſpeaking of my 
Myſtery of Godlineſs. It was full ten years date, ſayes 
be, from its firſt coming out, ere I had the hap to 
meet with a ſight of this Explanation, &c. And my 
Chriitologia was in the Preſs firſt; and alſo I had 
written my- little Tra&# of AFrolog y, tor the ſatisfa» 
ction of the ignorant in that Artz and an Anſwer to 
Mr. Selden, by way of Po#t ſcript, before this of Dr. 
Aores came tomy hands. Only I had heard of ſuch a 
Treatiſe , and heard it very much commended by 
certain Anti-Aſtrologers, &c. Ont of which paſſage 
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it is plain, that his Chriſtologia was writ ſome ten 
years ago, my Myſtery of Godlinels having been pub- 
liſhed near theſe twenty years. Wherefore that be 
ſhould either be or ſeign himſelf to be in ſuch a rage, 
fo ſoon after the publiſhing of my Apocalyplis Apo- 
calypſeos, / leave to the ſagacions to ſmell ont the 
Reaſon. But this is only by the bye. We comenow to 
what in theſe Chapters concerns Aſtrology and Aſtro- 

logers. 
ed. 3. A goodly ſpeculation indeed and well be- 
fitting two fuch witty Fools as Pomponatizs and Ya- 
ninns, &c. Anſwer. But what ( ſages J.B. p. 11.,) 
are all Fools that juſt jump not with the DoGors 
will 2 Repl. muſt confeſs T think all are Fool; 
that cloſe nith that Atheiſtical Hypotheſis, which 7 
have above deſcribed in the foregoing Sefion, and 
deny a particular Providence. And that Vaninus 
wa: a Fool, is demonitrable out of the Scripture, 
which this Miniſter of Gods word cannot for ſhame 
deny. Pſalm 14. The Fool hath faid in his heart 
there 1s no God. If be be a Fool that ſayes in his 
heart there ir noGod, what a great Fool 1s be, that 
not only ſaier it in is heart, but ſpeaks it out with 
his mouth, aud males it his buſineſs ro Proſelyte 
others to the ſame: Impiety* Which was the Caſe of 
Vaninus, who was ſo great a4 Fool or Madman as to 
become Martyr for Atheiſm. The Hiſtory whereof 
you may ſee in that invenious i'riter Dr. Sam. Par- 
ker, in his Diſputationes de Deo, Diſp. 1. Sed. 26. 
as he has taken it out of Gabr Barthol. Gramond, 
in his Hiſtory of France, from the Death of Henry 
the Fourth, lib 3. His ſtory is ſufficiently Tragical, 
and his Caſe to be lamented; an Atheiſt being a 
more proper objed@ of ſcorn or pity, than of the ex- 
tr mity 
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tremity of ſuch ſeverity. It were a more expediti- 
ons way to free the World of this kind of Cattle, to 
exhibit Reli ion in a more eredible and creditable 
dreſs than it hat!) been for over many Ages. Aud 
yet they that have been the moſt effeFual makers of 
Atheiſts, have been the moſt forward to burnthem. 
But this I have alſo complained of elſewhere. But 
]. B. further objeFs. But why a witty Fool, does 
not wit make wiſe ? Repl. 1 ſay no, Wit may make 
witty, but 'tis Wiſdom that makes wiſe. It is cal- 
led Wit when Imagination and Reaſon dance the 
Anticks, and ſhew a dexterity by freakiſh Tricks to 
inſinuate falſe and miſchievous Opinions, and diſ- 
parage what is true and uſeful, what is holy, ſacred 
and ſerious. But Wiſdom is an ability of main- 
taining weighty and uſeful truths, by firm and in- 
vincible Arguments. But the Atheiſt being ſo creat 
4 Sot that he is ſunk from the belief and reliſh of 
any ſuch things, Tlook wpon him, let his Wit other- 
wiſe be what it will, as on one, that ir not wiſe, but 
a Fool. And moſt aſſuredly he will find himſelf ſo 
in the Concluſton. 

Sef. 4. Never any mans pride and conceitedneſ; 
exceeded the proportion of his Wit and parts ſo much 
as his. Here ]. B being h: does merely rail and offer 
no Reaſon to confute what IT ſay, I am excuſed from 
anſwering any thing to him. But for the Readers 
ſatisfaFion I will not ſtick to declare, That Vant 
nus as to his Phil ſophy is a meer Pedan', and that 
his Dialogucs he bears kimſelf ſo high upon, are very 
ſhallow ihings, and tireſome to any man of any skill 
and judgment to read them; And would be the flat- 
teſt entertainment to all men that can be, but that 
ſome have a Palate for Atheiſm and Infidelity, 
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though never ſo homely dreſſed or poorly ſerved up : 
I never met with any one yet, though never ſo free a 
Philoſopher, but he had the ſame opinion of Vaninus 
that Tprofeſs. And what freakiſh nay doltiſh con- 
ceits he has of Apparitions, will appear to 'ny one 
by what T have writ againſt bim in my Immortality 
of the Soul, Book 3. Chap. 16. and in my Enchiri- 
dium Metaphyſicum, Cap. 26. Now for his pride 
and conceitedneſs non' can be greater, he making 
himſelf 1 very God for WiſJom and Knowledge, 
IT have obſerved in this SeFion. And if any one 
would have a more full deſcription of his exceſſwve 
Pride, let him either r:ad Vaninus his own Dia» 
logues, or what Dr. Parker has tran ſcribed thence in 
in the aboveſaid Treitiſe, and in th: ſame place I 
n.imed before. That odd and crooked Writer 
Hieronymus Cardanus,&c. Here }. B. p.13. cries out, 
He all to be calls him, and yet gives no account why 
he was either the one or the other, unleſs becauſe he 
was a learned Aſirologer. Repl. This Chara@er of 
Cardan ſo notoriouſly hnown to them that are con- 
verſant in his Writings, that it wanted noproof. Of 
what an odd, or if you will uneven temper and ir- 
regular he was, he himſelf does freely confeſs, and 
calls it, Anomalam ſuz Naturz indolem. Which 
makes him write of things off and on, in ſo much 
that it i: Thuanus his Elogram of him, In quibu{ 
dam plus homine , ſapere, in po minus pueris 
intelligere videri. 4nd Dr. Parkers cenſure of hin is 


with good judgment, in that he eſteems him rather 
a Fanatick or Madman, than an Atheiſt. But to 
deſcend to inſtances of theſe things would ſwell my 

Annotations too much. 
SeF.5. Nothing but a rotten Relique of the anci- 
Ent: 
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ent Pagan Superſtition, &-c. Anſw. To this }. B. 
anſwers p. 33. Lo, in ſacred times where we find 
Moſes and Danicl famous Aſtrologers. amongſt th: 
beſt of Jewiſh Writers, and in Chriſtian times we 
have Cardan, Junctinus, Philip Melancthon, Pezelius, 
Morinus, ard divers others famous Chriſtian Aſtro- 
logers, and yet the DoGor bluſhes not to call it a rot- 
ten Relique of Pagan Superſtition. Repl. That there 
have beem ſeveral good men amongſt the Chriſtians 
that have without any ill mind, ſtndied Aſtrology 
properly ſo called as ſame alſo, nay, trany Myriads 
of Mortals out of ignorance have pratiſed Idola- 
try, Twill eaſily grant. But that Moles and Daniel 
were ſuch Aftrologers as Calculated Nativities, and 
anſwered Horary Queſtions by caſting of Figures, I 
utterly deny. As Theologia ſignifies: the DoG@rine 
or Learning touching the nature of God from Yes 
and diyav, ſo Aſtrologia from apeyy and diyay, may 
ſignify the doQrine of the nature of the Stars, their 
ſituation, diſtances, and motion, which now adays 
is more properly called Aſtronomia. Of which Calcu- 
lation of Eclipſes is a part. But Aſtrologia of it 

ſelf ſignifies no more the Art of predi@ing or Divi- 
ning, touching the Fate and Affairs of men fron 
the Stars, than Theologia ſegnifies the Art of pre- 
difting things from God. 

But becauſe ).B. is fo far from thinking Aſtrolo- 
gy,properly ſo called,to be a Relique of Pagan Super- 
ftition, that he pretends it to be a ſacred and Di- 
vine Science, I will here in this very place, before F 
80 any further, examine all his allegations, where- 
ever they occur, in either of his Booky, for the prove- 
ing it ſo ſacred and Divine. 

Firſt then he pretends that Aſtrology came ons 
from 
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from Paradiſe, and that onr Father Adam after the 
fall Communicated it ont of his Memoires of the 
ftate of Innocency, to his Son Seth, and that Seth 
made Impreſſions of the ſame in certain permanent 
Pillars which were able to withſtand both Fire and 
Water, and that hence Enoch had it and Noah, an4 
from him Shem, and ſo it came to Abraham, who 
taught the Chaldeans and Agyptians the principles 
thereof. Pref. to Hagiaſtrolog. p. 18. 

Again, (p. 27. of the ſame Book he contends 
that Moſes, that great man of God, was an Aſirolo- 
ger, as being learned in all the wiſdom of the Egyp- 
tians, -f which Aſtrology was a part, which they 
were taught by Abraham when he was in Xgypt. 

Thirdly, That Moſes was an Aſtrologer, he ſayes 
is apparent by his Predidions touching the Tribes, 
as to what ſhould betide them for the time to come, 
Deuteron. 33. which he not doing by Revelation, nor 
Dream, #or Viſion, (for when it was ſo, the Scrip- 
ture was wont to ſay how it was ſo) be muſt needs 
have done it by Aſtrology. 

Fourthly, The Patriarch Jacob was alſo an Aſtro- 
loger, by his PrediFions to his Sons, and that the 
Opinion of the learned Origen was, that he was ſo 
indeed. 

Fifthly, That Joſeph was alſo an Aſtrologer, he 
being the very Hermes Triſmegiſtus that Diodorus 
ſpeaks of, who taught Oliris and Iiis many learned 
matters both concerning Religion and State, and 
c-ncerning things to come, and who lived about the 
fame time that Joleph, and taught a Religion by 
himſelf, contrary to all the ways of worſhip as was 
ever known amongſt the tgyptians, before him, he 
aſſiſted Oſiris in th: Art of th: Plough, and connſel- 
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led many things conducing to the benefit of mans 
life, and was in great honour with King Oliris, as 
Joſeph with Pharaoh : ſo 1hat Oliris muſt be Pharaoh 
and Hermes Triſmegiſtus, Joleph. And of this man, 
ſayes Diodore, he was one of the firſt that was skil- 
led in the Stars: And the Aſtrological Aphoriſms 
of Hermes Triſmegiſtus, are extant 10 this day, 

Sixthly, The Children of I{lachar were Aſtrolo- 
gers, 1 Chron. 12. 32. For ſo are they deſcribed, 
Men that had underſtanding of the times to know 
what Iſrael had to do. Theſe were alſo among the 
number of the bands that were ready armed to war, 
and came to David to Hebron to turn the Kingdom 
of Saul to him according to the word of the Lord : 
Theſe I{lacharians therefore were learned Aſtrologers, 
able to anſwer an Horary Queſtion iz ſuch a Caſe 
as was now depending, whether they ſhould follow 
David or Saul. x 

Seventhly, The Scers in Samuels time were Horary 
Queſtion-men (p. 47.) who gave anſwers to them that 
enquired after loſt goods, what was become of them. 
Which was not by any Divine Prophecy or extraor= 
dinary Revelation, but by ſome induſtrious Art, be- 
canſe it was mercenary, 5 it appears, 1 Sam. ch. 9. 
v. 7. But behold if we go, what ſhall we bring the 
man? which is ſa'd concerning Samuel himſelf, who 
V. II. is called the Seer, and of whom was enqui- 
red what was become of the loſt Aſſes of Sauls Fa- 
ther. 

Eighthly, Daniel, Shadrach, Meſech and Abedne- 
g0, were Aſtrologers (Pp. 30.) Students of the Fa- 
culty under their Tutor Melzar, Dan. 1. 11. and 
were accounted as members of ſome Schools in Ba- 
bylon, where the Science was taught by _— 

an 
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and after that, Belus the Father of Nimrod 6#ilt 
the School-Houſe of Learning, and much propaga- 
ted the Art : and in theſe Schools ſtudied the learn- 
ed Daniel, ec. 

Ninthly, and laſtly, Several paſſages in Scripture 
favour Aſtrological Influences and PrediGions; As 
Deut. 33. concerning Joleph, it is ſaid by Moſes, 
That his bleſſing ſhall be of the pretious things of 
the Sun and Moon. Again, Dent. 4. 19. Moles ſayer, 
that the Sun, Moon and Stars, God has diſtributed to 
all Nations under Heaven, p. 16. Thirdly, p. 77. 
When Barak and Deborah were vidoriows againſt 
King Jabin and Siſera his Chieftain, the Stars of 
Heavers (Judg. 5. 20.) were at the Battel, and 
fought in their Courſes againſt Silera. And in the 
uy place, which ). B. ever and anon harps #þon, 
there is brought in our Saviour his Conceſſion or 
aſſertion, That the redneſs of the skie prognoſfticks 
fair weather at Evening, and that a red and low- 
ring skie in the Morning prognoſticks foul, Matth. 
I6.2, Theſe are all the Forces that my memory can 
muſter up, which }. B. has produced to make good 
that Aſtrology is a ſacred and Divine Science. 

Which how ſlrong they are, now let us try. The 
firſt indeed is a ſweet amiable conceit, as fetching 
Aſtrologies firſs Original from Paradiſe. But he 
brings no proof for it but that one paſſage in Jole- 
phus, Antiqu. 1ib. 1. c. 3. which makes againſt him- 
ſelf. For what is impreſſed of the knowledge of the 
CeleſtialBodies, upon thoſe Pillars of tone and brick, 
were no Paradiſiacal Traditions ut the inventions 
of the Sons of Seth who alſo built the Pillars ) The 
words in Joſephus are, Z2@1avre T1 Teck T& veavic 
x, T1 TiTwy 01200 wnny emeyonoxy, They excogitated 

the 
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the knowledge or ſcience of the Heavenly Bodies ; 
that is, the order, ſituation, and motion of them, 
and ſo underſtood the true Sy\teme of the World, or 
were well killed in Aſtronomy. But there is not 
the leaſt hint here of Judiciary Aſtrology, which 
J. B. 7s ſo fond of. 

To the ſecond IT anſwer , That Moles was indeed 
learned in all the wiſdom of the A:gyptians as 7s te- 
ſtified, Ads 7.22. of which IT admit Aſtronomy to 
be one part; but ]. B. precariouſly ſuppoſes Aſtrology 
properly ſo called, the ſame that I write againſt, to 
be another. Now I ſay, and I have proved, that 
that pretended Art is no part of Wiſdom but Folly, 
and therefore never profeſſed nor acknowledged by 
Moſes be can be ſaid to be an Aſtrologer in no ſenſe, 
but as Aſtrology and Aſtronomy is taken for one and 
the ſame thing. 


And to his third Argument (whereby he would 


enforce the former) that he was an Aſtrologer, fron 
his predidting the ſuture conditions of the twelve 
Tribes; I ſay it was no fruit of his Aſtrology, but 
an effet of the Divinity of his pious ſoul inaFed 
by the Spirit of God. And it is a fond thing to think 
in theſe circumſtances, he ſkould take np the Form, 
after uſual amongſt the Prophets, Thus faith the 
Lord. Was it by Aſtrology that our Saviour predi- 
Fed the deſtru@ion of Jeruſalem , becauſe it is not 
ſet down whether it was by Revelation, Dream, or 
Viſion, that that Prophecy of the deſtrudtion of the 
City and of the end of the World was communica- 
ted to him 2 Not to add, that the entrance into 
this Prophecy of Moſes is too high and majeſtick 
for an Aſtrological Figure-Flinger. The Lord 
came from $inai, and roſe up from Mount Seir 

E unto 
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unto them, he ſhined forth from Mount Parar, 
CC. 
To the fourth ; where he wonld make Jacob alſo 
an Aſtrologer, becauſe though he was blind or ex- 
ceeding dim-ſighted,could contrary toJoleph's mind 
lay his right hand on Ephraim, and his left on Me: 
naſleh, Gen. 48. and predi@ the fates of the twelve 
Tribes, ch. 49. To this T ſay, That truly I thought 
when men had loſt their ſight, they had not been ſo 
fit to caſt Figures. But he ſeems to urge this more 
faintly, and would ſupport it only by the Opinion of 
learned Origen, as if he in his Homilies upon theſe 
two Chapters, had made Jacob an Aſtrologer. But 
here ). B. is either impoſed upon himſelf by thoſe 
that play the wag with him , or elſe would impoſe 
upon his Reader. For there is no Homily of Origen 
on the 48. Chapter, and in his Homily on the 49, 
'n0t one ſyPable of Jacobs being an Aſtrologer. There 
is ſomething in Eulcbius touching Origen's making 
Jacob to predi@ the deſtinies of the Tribes, as have- 
ing read them in Tabulis Coeli, but this ). B. ſeems 
ignorant of, or to omit it, as not deeming it much 
to his purpoſe. If he had produced it we had had 
an anſwer ready for it, but to ſay any thing now is 
ſuperfluons. p 
And to the fifth T anſwer, That T acknowledge 
that according to Chronologers, Oliris and Joſeph 
lived about the ſame time, elſe all the fat had been 
in the fire, and that Hermes to Oliris, in aſſiſting 
him in Husbandry, and in being in ſuch high favour 
with him, was ſuch as Joſeph to Pharaoh. But Dio- 
dorus whom he cites for this fair Story, does not re- 
preſent Hermes as one profeſſing and pradiſing a Re- 
ligion by himſelf, contrary to the Religion of the 
fegyptt- 
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AXgyptians, but that he ordered matters of Religion 
for them touching Sacrifices and the worſhip of the 
Gods : which is incredible that Joleph did for 
Pharaoh. And as touching the telling of them of 
things to come, there is not one ſyUable of it in Dio- 
dorus. And on the other ſide he is ſaid to teach 
them letters, and to ſpeak articulately, and to teach 
them to wraſtle and play on the harp and other 
feats of Muſick, Of which not one ſyllable in the Hi- 
ſtory of Joleph. But let Hermes and Joleph be the 
ſame man. What then? O then it is plain that Jo- 
ſeph was an Aſtrologer, becauſe Diodorus writes he 
was one of the firſt that was 5killed in the Stars. 
And Aſtrological Aphoriſms go under Hermes the 
Agyptian his Name. But I anſwer, that his kill 
in the Stars is ſet down in Diodorus, only in theſe 
words, that he was, mee; Tis TWv aqpwy TY5E05 mugg- 
TrpuTns, an obſerver of the order of the Stars for their 
ſituation and motion , which Joſephus above called 
7 7% veaviwy TWPATWY Hxneomwnnav, the diſpoſition 
and order of the Celeſtial Bodies; which expreſſions 
in neither place reach any further than to Aſtrono- 
my, there is not the leaſt hint here of Judiciary A- 
ſtrology, properly ſo called. For to know when it 
will be Summer and Winter, Spring and Fall, I do 

ot call Judiciary Aſtrology, though ).B. do, Hagi- 

aſtrolog. p. 62. Such is Aſtronomy with me. And for 

thoſe Hermetical Aphoriſms, it is ſo frequent to fa- 

ther new ſpurious Inventions upon ancient Names, 

that ]. B. himſelf is juſtly diffident in that point of 
the Argument, if there be any ſuch extant. 

To the ſixth I anſwer, That the phraſe concerning 
the l{ſacharians , That they were men that had un- 


derſtanding of the times.implies no more than that 
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they were ſagacions men and good Politicians, and 
knew, in rebus agundis , when to af and when to 
orbear. The Hebrew words are ON? M32 WAN, 
That had kill to adF prore nata, as the time and 
occaſion required. But what is this to Aſtrology 2 
I remember a DoGor of Phy(ick that ſo doted on the 
Philoſophers ſtone, that he wonld alledge places of 
Scripture from Genelis to the Revelation , in the be- 
balf thereof. The Appiication is caſte, I go on. 

The ſeventh Argument looks the moſt handſomely 
of any. As if the ancient Seers were Horary-Queſtt- 
on-men,becauſe they told men where their loſt goods 
were, as our Figure-Flingers pretend to do in this 
Age; and becauſe they were mercenary and took an 
kire or reward for their pains. But that theſe Scers 
were no ſuch men but Prophets. J. B. might have diſ- 
covered out of the very Text, if he had not over- 
looked it, 1 $am.9. 9 Before time in T/rael when 
a man went to enquire of God, thus hz ſpake, Come 
and let us go to the Seer. For he that is now called 
a Prophet was before time called a Seer. Wherefore 
it is manifeſt, that theſe Seers were Prophets di- 
vinely inſpired, no Horary Aſtrologers as ]. B. would 
have them. Nor is Sauls ſolicitude for a Preſent to 
bring to Samuel the Seer, as he is here called, any Ar- 
gument that theſe Seers were mercenary Figure-Flin- 
gers. For X"\Un ts, as our Engliſh Tranſlation ren- 
ders it,a Preſent, properly made to a great perſon in 
way of honour and reſpeF. Which theſe ancient 
Seers or Prophets might accept or refuſe as they ſaw 
occaſion. See Grotius on the place, and what be has 
written on Matth. 10.8. For 71 wil ſatisfie any un- 
prejudiced man. 

To the eighth T ſay, That there is nothing in the 
Book 
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Book of Daniel whereby it is apparent that Daniel, 
Shadrach, Meſech and Abednego, were ſtudents in 
Fudiciary Aſtrology under their Tutor Melzar, but 
only learners of the Chaldee tongue, that they might 
be fitted the better to ſerve the King and conver ſe 
with him as occaſion might be. But as for the know- 
ledge of things they are ſuppoſed to have it already, 
ch. 1. v. 3.4. where Aſhpenaz the Maſter of the Ex- 
nuchs is erdered to bring of the Children of [(rael, 
well-fauonred perſons, $kiltul in all wiſdom,and cun- 
ning in knowledge, and underſtanding ſcience, whom 
they might teach yeuruala % yAworay Xanuyy, 
to be able to read and ſpake Chaldee. Wherefore 
Melzar was a Tutor to them in nothing but this. 
And when they got the ready uſe of the Chaldee 
tongue, and communed with the King, all his Ma- 
gicians a»d Aſtrologers ſremed but a Company of Idi- 
ots to him, in compariſon of them, v. 20. He found 
them ten times better than all the Magicians and. A- 
{trologers that were 1n all his Realm. But that Da- 
niel was a Student in any Aſtrological Schools, is 
as true as that Belus the Father of Nimrod bazilt 
them, after Abraham had taught Aitrology in Baby- 
lon. When as Belus reigned above two hundred years 
before Abraham was bor. 

And now in the ninth place, Ars for thoſe paſſages 
in Scripture; To the firſt I anſwer, That the pre- 
tious things of the Sun and of the Moon , are the 
fruits of the Earth produced or helped on by the heat 
of the one, and moiſture from the other. Of theſe 
Virgil ſpeaks in his Georgicks. 


——— Veltro hi numine Tellus 


Chaoniam pingui glandem mutavit anita. 
And 
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And to Deut. 4. 19. I ſhall anſwer when TI have 
brought into view the whole Context. And leſt thou 
lift up thine eyes unto Heaven, and when thou ſeeſt 
theSun, and the Moon and Stars, even all the Hoſt 
of Heaven, ſtouldeſt be driven to worſhip them and 
ſerve them, which the Lord thy God has divided un- 
to all Nations under the whole Heaven. But the Lord 
hath taken you and brought you forth out of the 
Iron Furnace, even out of A#gypt, to be unto him a 
people of Inheritance, as ye are this day, He muſt 
have a ftrong imaginative faculty that can phancy 
an Argument for the ſacredneſs and Divineneſs of Ju- 
diciary Aſtrology from this place. For whether we 
interpret the diſtributing the Stars to the Nations, 
as Vatablus and others have done , In miniſterium 
omnium gentium creavit, as they are palpably uſeful 
to them all, by the enjoyment of their light, and by 
the obſervation of their courſe for the knowing of 
times and ſeaſons, beſides the comfortable heat of the 
Sun, and the refreſhing moiſtneſs of the air from 
the Moon, to further the growth of Herbs and Plants, 
(But what is all this to the whimzies of Judiciary 
Aſtrology?) Or if with $t. Augultine (and Grotius 
ſeems alſo thither inclined) we conceive that this 
Hoſt of Heaven, Sun, Moon and Stars, are divided 
to the Nations and permitted by God for a time to 
be worſhipped by them, though ſiri@ly forbid to his 
own peculiar people ( ſee Drultus and Grotius apor 
the place) what is this to the ſacredneſs of Aſtrolo- 
2y, but rather a Confirmation that it is a Rag of 
the old Pagan Tdolatry*® And IT have heard with 
mine own ears from them that have been addifed 
much to that Art, that they have prayed to the 
Stars 3 as Anne Bodenham #he Witch confeſſed 
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ſhe prayed ſometimes to the Planet Jupiter. 

T2 the third I anſwer, The Stars in their courſes 
fighting againſt Silera makes nothing for Aſtrology, 
Stars there according to the Prophetick 4nd Cabba- 
liſtick ſtile ſignifying Angels. And it is a Song fra- 
med in the height of Prophetick , and if you will of 
Poetich Eloguence. And Vatablus likewiſe inter- 
prets it of the Angels, as alſo Grotius, 'who adds, 
Angeli ſtellarum nomine appellantur ob ccleſtem na- 
turam ac ſplendorem. See my Alphabet of Prophetick 
Iconiſms. 

And as for the laſt allegation, the prognoſtick 
of weather from the Redneſs of the skie acknow- 
ledged by our Saviour, thongh }. B. often mentions 
that inſtance , I do not ſee how it makes more for 
Aſtrology than theNeat-herds brended Cow, by whoſe 
fricking and gadding he could prognoſtick it would 
be rain, or any of thoſe Auvonuan, which Aratus re- 
cites in his Aſtronomical Poem. Theſe things are 
Meteorological ot Aſtrological, neither is that red- 
nels of the 1kie in the Heavens but in this lower part 
of our Atmoſphere. 

Thus I think I have ſufficiently anſwered all his 
Arguments whereby he would prove Aſtrology a\acred 
and Divine Science. And at moſt all theſe Allega- 
tions, if they had any weight in them at all, could 
but prove it is a lawſul Science, not ſacred or Di- 
vine, Becauſe Joſeph taught the Mgyptians Aſtro- 
logy, therefore Aſtrology is a ſacred or Divine Sci- 
ence. Tou may as well argue, Becauſe h: taught 
them the uſe of the Fiddle, and of the Plongh, as 
Diodorus ſayes Hermes did, That Fidling and 
Ploughing are Divine Sciences. But enough of 
this. 

And 
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Aud that it is rather a Rag of old Paganiſm than 
a Divine Science, appears from that of Deuterono- 
my abore-cited, the Pagans being worſhippers of the 
Hoſt of Heaven,as Rulers and Diſpoſers of all things 
here on Earth. What then could be a greater accom- 
pliſhment of a Pagan Prieſt, than to know in what 
time and order , and in what aſpe&s one with ang- 
ther theſe Celeſtial Deities diſpoſe things here below, 
and what a Temptation to him to pretend he knew 
it whether he did or no , and alſo to the wagrant 
Dzmons of the air, to further him in (he ent angle- 
ments of this vanity. This | hope J. B. himſelf will 
think no raſh conje@Fure, eſpecially if he conſider 
withal what Jeremias ſayes, ch. 10. Thus faith the 
Lord, Learn not the way of the Heathen, and be not 
diſmai'd at the ſigns of Heaven. For the Heathens 
are diſmai'd at them. By which Text, not only Clari- 
us, but the Catholick Church and chiefeſt Father, 
do hold Aftrologers and they that believe them, to 
be perſiringed ; the conceit, That the Configuration 
of the Heavenly Bodies is the cauſe of all our wo or 
weal here below, driving the Nations headlong into 
Idolatry. And Grotius himſelf upon the Text, Juxta 
vias gentium nolite diſcere. Chaldzos, /ayes he, max- 
ime Aantelligit, unde nomen Arti Chaldaicz, that js 
to ſay, Altrologiz. 

SeF. 8, Nor could any thing but levity of mind 
and vain-glory, induce Card4n to pretend the Cal- 
culating our Saviours Nativity, &-c. This ſentence of 
mine with others (p. 2.) }. B. perſtringes, as if it 
were unjuſtly ſpoken concerning Cardan. But for his 
levity of mind and vain-glory, that meexavlodoyic 
that ſo frequently occars in his writings, is ſuffici- 
ent Teſtimony to any one that has read them though 
nit 
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not altogether ſo much as I have dune. And that 
ingenious Writer whom I above mentioned names 
this amongſt the chiefeſt things that hurried Car- 
dan on to that madneſs and diſorder of mind he 
ſeemed to labour under, viz. Immoderatam gloriz 
Cupidinem, Exceſſive defire of Fame and Glory, or 
of 4n immortal Memory , which himſelf acknow- 
ledges himſelf thirſty after. So little wrong is done 
to him in this. 

And there was a levity of mind and temerity in 
this feat of his, both becauſe the Tear of Chriits 
Birth was accounted uncertain amongſt the learned, 
and becauſe Aſtrology it ſelf is but a thing ground- 
leſs and vain, as I hope I have made plain in the 
enſuing Chapters, and ſhall ſolidly maintain what 
T have ſaid againſt all J.B. his Evaſions or Excep- 


fiIOns. 


And Aſtrology it {clfa thing wholly groundleſs and 
frivolous, ec. To this he Anſwers (Pp. 34.) But he 
forgets, ſayes he, his former acknowledgments (he 
means my After-acknowledgments,for thoſe acknow- 
ledgments are made in the following Chapters, if af 
all, not in the Chapter going before) how there was 
much in the Effeds and Aﬀs of the Moon, and 
that the effet of the Sun in his courſe is conſpicu- 
ous, in making an Annual Reſurreftion as it were 
of Plants and Animals&c. Repl. But he is to con- 
feder, that this is no part of that Aſtrology that 1 
oppoſe, which is that which fFands upon ſuch ima- 
ginary Fundamentals as T have deſcribed from the 
ſecond Sefion of ch. 15. to the end of that Chapter. 
And beſides , in that whole fifteenth Chapter T ſet 
down what Aſtrologers hold,not what I acknowledge. 
And I expe@ that their grounds ſhould be eſtabliſh- 

F ed 
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ed either upon ſenſe or reaſon. Now the pretended 
Qualities and EffeFs of the other Planets, are not 
ſenſible to ur as thoſe of the Sun and Moon, nor is 
it rationally dednced , that if theſe two Planets 
whoſe Diſcus's appear f big, have a real influence 
upon things here on Earth, that therefore all the Pla- 
nets and Stars, be their Diſcus s never ſo little in 


compariſon of the others, ſhall have con{tderable ef 


feds and influences alſo. Which wethinks is as un: 


skilfully concluded, as if one ſhould ſay, becauſe the 
Moon Eclipſes the $1n, therefore Mercury and Venus 
muſt Eclipſe the Sun, they being Planets as well as 
the Moon, not conſidering how much nearer they are 
to the Sun and further off from us,ſo that the Concs 
of their ſhadows cannot reach ns. 

Sed. 9 Did not the Reflection upon the inſufter- 
able Impudence of Card4an, &c. It wil not be amiſs 
here to take noticewhat),B. has writ touching all the 
hard langnage (as he conceives ) in this Chapter 
againſt Cardan and Vaninus , and how he concerns 
himſelf in it. Which I do the rathiy to do |. B, 
right, that his Proteſtation whereby be would clear 
himſelf. may be wears. J. B. therefore on this Chap- 
ter writes thus 'p. 2, And whereas my (elf mil- 
ſing of the hap to _ the Myſtery of Godlinefs ac- 
cording to this Doctors Explanation, and therefore 
little dreaming of any Blaſphemy or Irrcligion, or 
accurſedneſs in the Art of Aſtrology, bat rather ve- 
rily expecting to do God Almighty and his Holy 
Church all potiible right and honour by it, even I my 
ſelf alſo, without.conſu'tinz Cardan, have Calcula- 
ted a Scheme of our cver bleſſed Savioars Nativity, 
and made ufc oi this very Aſtrology, 2gain{t which 
the Doctor 1; lo biticrly avgry tovther uh ( 0f11cy 
clrcm- 
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circumſtances to demonſtrate the certainty of the Day 
and Year of Chriſts Birth, which the DoCtor ſayes 1s 
ſo uncertain amongſt the moſt accurate Chronolo- 
gers : and ere I was aware, by ſo doing, I find my 
ſelf dropt within the compals of the Doctors long laſh, 
and unhappily ſiuated in Company with the high- 
minded, vain-glorious, inſufferably impudent, villa- 
nous, inſulters, Blaſphemers, and irrcligious Students 
of the accurled Art. Only I have this advantage, that 
I am yetalive, and have my Pen in my hand to an- 
{wer for my (elf Which had Cardan and YVanings 
alſo been able to perform, certainly the Door had 
never written of them at- this rate as we read him. 

I have tranſcribed this long paſſage mainly in be- 
half of Mr. Butler himſelf, for whom I muſt con feſs 
T have ſo much Charity as to beheve his profeſſron, 
touching his Calculating our Saviours Nitivity to 
be ſo far true, namely that he had no irreligious de- 
And if Cardan and Vaninus had beer 
perſons of whom T ſuſpeFed as little as of Mr. Butler, 
knowing nothing at all of him, I ſhould never have 
run out into this ſhirpneſs of ſtile againſt them, nor 
againſt Aſtrology. But by reading of Vaninus, under- 


ſtanding that Cardan fetched the Law of Moles from 


Saturn, of Chriſt from Jupiter and Mercury, of Ma- 
homet from Sol 14nd Mars, and the Law of Tdolaters 
from the Moon and Mars, making Motcs, Chrilt and 
Mahomet, a4 of them mere Sydereal Prophets alike, 
as T have here d- ſcribed in this fourteenth Chapter, 
and how Vaninus exults i theſe principles of Car- 
dan, in whoſe writings I had 0 ſerved many paſſas 
ges that tend to Irril1g109 and Atheiſm , though it 
may be ke was more a Muri-man thin a fixed Ath:ijts 
theſe things T ſay, how could they but excite any /.* 
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rious mans indignation againſt them, they offering 
ſuch Principles to the World as muſt needs make the 
Chriſtian Religion contemptible , and d. feat the 
ends threofs And, which I wars here more P.articu- 
larly concerned in, elude the ſolidity of juch Ar- 
guments as T had brought for the demonſiration of 
Chriſtianity. And, would it not raiſe any mans 
Zeal to ſee the truth and uſeſalneſs of ſuch a Rili- 
gion whifled away by ſo vain an Impoſture 41 Aſtro- 
logy. Read my Enthullalmus Triumphatus, Sed, 48, 
which I wrote before my Myſtery of Godlinels. 

Now let us compare the harſhneſs of my language 
with the hainouſneſs of the offence in Cardan and 
Vaninus. Touching Cardan's light-mindedneſs and 
vain-glory, T have ſpoke already, and need not re- 
peat it. For the terming of it, his iſufferable im- 
pudence iz pretending by his Calculating Chriſts Na- 
tivity that he had found him to be but a Brat of the 
Stars, whozs we believe to have been conceived by the 
Holy Ghoſt ; if that Language, inſufferable impu- 
dence; be not within moderation here, let the 
whole Chriſtian World judge. And it is the greater 
impudence that he durſt declare ſo from ſuch a 
groundleſs, whimzical, and falſly ſo called Science, 
as Judiciary Aitrology is. And the Caſe ſtanding 
thus, and Vaninus ſo exulting in theſe phantaſtick 
principles of Cardan,and inſulting over the Chriſtian 
Religion in wertue of them , how can this gear be 
called leſs than villainous, wnleſs ſuch words muſt 
be expunged the Didionary, and never come into 
uſe amongit men ? And then for Cardan and Vani- 
nus, their combining together to blaſpheme God ;, Is 
it not manifeſt they blaſpheme God, when they deny 
Lis particalar Providence,. and reproach Chriit who 

is 
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is the Son of 'God, and miraculoully concerved by 
the Holy Gholt, in making him but the Off-ſpring 
of the Stars, which they make every Brute as much 
as he. And if any Inſtrument which is made uſe of 
for ſome direful and accurſed Ation, in an ordi- 
nary ſtrain of Rhetorick is called accurled, much 
more nay ſuch a vain Art made uſe of for ſuch ins 
pious purpoſes be called an accurled Art alſo. 

But that }. B. conceits, that if Cardan and Va- 
ninus had been alive with their Pens in their hands, 
Thad never adv:ntured to write at this rate againſt 
them, that is only his ſurmize. For they had no- 
thing but Railing 41d Reaſoning to oppoſe me with, 
and as for the former, I ſhould have ſerved thene 
as I have }. B. their fellow Aitrologer, neither be 
troubled at it nor have troubled my ſelf with anſwer- 
ing it. And as for the latter, T am confident, Va- 
ninus was 4 leſs skilful Aſtrologer than J. B. and 
Cardan no# more able tc ſhuffle for himſelf in a ſophi- 
ſtical ſhow of Reaſon than he. And thereforc if 1 
vanquiſh J. B. it may juſtly go for a Vidory over 
them both. Which we ſhall try when I come to reply 
upon his Allegations againit my ſixteenth Chapter, 
where I confute the Fundamentals of Aſtrology. But 
in the mean time IT will obſerve the injurious cun- 
ning of J. B. who has thus raked together all the 
harſh langnage of this Chapter againſt Cardan and 
Vaninus ard their beloved Art, but concealed the 
occaſions given for ſuch ſharpneſq of ſpeech, that it 
may the eaſilier ſeem railing. But the Reader T hope, 
having peruſed the whole Chapter will readily acquit 
me of that unjuſt charge. 

I will only take notice what he ſaith (p. 34.) par» 


ticularly touching that paſſage, To lay open the 
vanity 
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vanity of their accurſed Art , and then I ſhall paſs 
to the following Chapters. Anl. But then belike, 
ſages he, Moſes and Daniel, and the three Children, 
and the famous Melancthon, were all accur ſed per- 
ſons for ſtudying of it, at leaſt they were ſo in the 
DoGors Oye, how ever boly Writ and all good men 
may ſay to the contrary. Repl. As for the making 
of Moles and Daniel,and the three Children ſtudents 
of Aiftrology, that it is a mere amiable Dream of 
J. B.'s, I have proved above. And admit that Me. 
lancthon was a Student of Aſtrology, it follows not 
from any thing that T have writ, that he was an ac- 
curſed perſon, or that T thought him ſo. The Axe 
that cut off King Charles his Head, would any think 
it a forced ſtrain of ſpeech to call it an accurſed 
Axe, it being abuſed to ſuch an accurſed purpoſe as 
F have anſwered above £ TI think it argued Melanc- 
thon le ſs conſiderate,that he would embrace or coun- 
tenance ſo vain a ſtudy, if he did ſo, but that will 
not amount 10 make him to be, or to be eſteemed by 
me or any one elſe that is reaſonable, an accurſed 
per ſon. Ay jelf had, but that more important oc- 
caſtons drew me away, turned itudent of the Affro- 
logical Game, a Friend of mine giving me a Copy of 
his MS, he wrote of it, and my ſelf providing my 
felf with Aſtrological Cheſi-men, as I may ſo 
call them, a double ſ-t of the ſeven Planets, and of 
Caput and Cauda Draconis. Which, if Mr. ]. B. be 
a praTitioner oj. the ſport,they are at his ſervice. And 
T think the ſtudy of Ajtro'ogy is rather a Play or 
Game, ſuch as Cheſs, whiico is not quaa but iow, 
than any natural Science, much l:ſs Divine. Nor an 
T of ſo» rude a nature as not to bear with the ludi- 
erous kumours of others, nor yet ſo ſcrſleſe as not to 
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be offended with their impieties, or what ever ap- 
proaches over near it, as any ſerious Chriſtian ought 
to be. 

And therefore though }].B. has made a fair prote- 


ſtation in his own behalf, as if he verily expeFed 


to do God Almighty and his holy Church all poſſuble 
right and honour by Calculating the Nativity of our 
Saviour, and that any candid Reader ought to ac- 
cept of his Proteſtation ſo far forth as it excuſes 
him from any evil intent againſt Religion and our 
bleſſed Lord : yet I cannot but declare,that no man 
canexcuſe him from great Temerity and Impradence, 
who reads and obſcrues , in his deſcant on Chriſts 
N4tivitics-Scheme, which he pretends to have de- 
ſcribed.thoſe things he has writ in that bold and raſh 
manner. Chriſiclog. p. 276. Though Jupiter, ſayes 
he, on the Aſcendant promiſes well, yet Mars 1set 
as f he ſtood on purpole to deſtroy a Nativity, ſo 
oppoſite to Jupiter and the Aſcendant, and being 
ſtrong withal, he ſeems to threaten all good qualities 
with an overturn, infuſing nothing but choler, fury, 
and malice into the Natives head , and diſpoſing of 
the Mvon he makes her do !o too. The Sunallo looks 
upon the Cu/p aſcending with an evil Quadratare, 
and ſuch as uſually rendersa Native much more proud 
and ambitious than either wiſe or good natured, and 
Mercury complying with $91 in the fame Aſpect, en- 
deavours to encline this ſacred perſon to theft and 
lies. This, to ſpeak freely, looks like a Nativity-Lt- 
bel againſt our Saviour, and an anticipative Accau- 
ſation exhibiting an ill CharaGer of him, before by 
his Age he was in a capacity of doing either good 
ar evil, 

Ent to do ].Þ. right, aſter he has thus broken onr 
SAUV1IOWrs 
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$avionurs head, he gives bim a Plaiſter. But what 
now, ſayes he, was Feſus thus, or rather does not 
Aſtrology bely him 2 No neither For had theſe evil 
Aſpe&ts courted an ordinary nature unto evil mgnners 
naturally, yet would they not have forced hi but 
he might have overcome all by gracious habits ; but 
much more than this muſt we note inthe ever bleſſed 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ec. For my own part I am 
willing to receive this as a o:p.v Gapmanyy, as 4 
Plaiſter broad enough to cover the wound he has gi- 
ven our ever bleſſed Lord Jeſus. But bow he will be 
eble to hold the Fingers of his beloved Vaninus, 
that great Patron of Aſtrology, and his Atheiſtical 
Followers from raking into this ſore, notwithjtand- 
ing the fence of his Plaſter, I cannot tell. IT have 
heard of a ſtory of an He@or-like Wit, who hearing 
this deſcant of J. B.s on our Saviours Nativity- 
Scheme, that Mercury in ſuch a poſture inclined him 
ro theft, rapt out a great Oath and ſaid it was very 
likely, and that his ſending his Diſciples for ano- 
ther mans Colt (Luk. 19.) to bring him to him,was 
an effect of that AjpeF of Mercury. Which notwith- 
Tanding was very ignorantly as well as impiouſly 
appli'd ; the Colt being brought away not without 
the Owners conſent 5 beſides that Chriſt was true 
Owner and Lord of all. The Earthis the Lords and 
the fulneſs thereof, as the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks : Not to 
add that Cabbaliſtical Notion, that the Soul of the 
Meſhhas #- Domina quatuor Mundorum. Ard to this 
in all lik-lihood might our $2viour allude when he 
bad his Diſciples jay, The Lord hath need of him, 
See Falm 24. Fut to hold on. 
And now w:ll not others be as proneto impute his 

high zeal in whipping the buyers and ſellers out of 
the 
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the Temple, to the influence of Mars infuſing nothing 
but choler and fury into the Natives head, as ).B. 
phraſer it ? And his declaring himſelf to be the Son 
of God, and that his Father works hitherto and he 


"works , and that he is ſaid, Hebr. 12. for the Joy 


that was ſet before him to have endured the Croſr, 
and to have deſpiſed the ſhame, and to have ſat 
down at the right hand of the throne of God ; will 
they mot be prone to impute 4} this to the Sun's 
looking upon the Culp aſcending with an evil Qua- 
drature, and ſuch as renders the Native more proud 
and ambitions than either good-natured or wiſe? For 
ſuch certainly would be his beloved Vaninus's de ſcant 
upon this laſt point, who ſuggeſts in his Dialogues, 
that Chriſt offered himſelf to be crucified, ad com- 
parandam apud poſteros #terni nominis gloriam, 
which, if that had been all, had proved him indeed 
more ambitious than wiſe, to cut himſelf off in the 
midſt of his days, for an empty name. And in the 
ſame Dialogues he ſayes 5 Great ConjunCtions of the 
Stars happening,and by their influences Miracles here 
appearing upon Earth, ſome cunning man obſerving 
this, and being thirſty after eternal Fame, gives him- 
ſelf out for a Prophet and one ſent from God, and 
aſcribing theſe Miracles to his own fictitious Omnipo: 
tency. (they being indeed done by the Stars) 1s ad- 
mired and adored by the deluded People. And thrs 
Vaninus wil} accommodate the Aſpe& of Mercury, 
not only to Theft, but alſo to Lies, and all that 
Chriſt aſſumed to himſelf, or did or ſuffered, that 
made way to his Exaltation, he will apply to the evil 
Quadrature of the Sun ſo looking upon the Culp 
aſcending, Inſownch, that conſidering the wound,and 


the Plaiſter that ). B. has given our Saviour, as 
G touching 
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touching his Nativity, I muſt confeſs, though I am 
loth to ſpeak any thing harſh or grating, that bis 
venting of ſuch ſtrange ſtuff, is too apparent an Ar- 
gument of either groſs lmprudence, or deep Hypo- 
criſy, the thing being ſo abuſable by wicked angl 4- 
theiſtical men, ſuch as Vaninus and his Crue; not- 
withſtanding the whole | uſineſs of Aſtrology is a mere 
impoſture, and if there were any thing in it, that 
}. B. zs quite ont, not only in the hour or minute, 
but in the year of Chriſts Nativity (as I ſhall flow 
in its due place) and that our Saviours zeal in 
whipping the buyers and ſellers out of the Temple, 
was out of a deep love and pity to the Gentiles, 
deſpiſed by the Jews , not out of rage and malice, 
which Mars is pretended to infuſe in his Nativity, 
or the joy ſet before him the gratifying any ambi- 
tion that the evil Quadrature of the Sun might ſig- 
nify, but his deſire of being in an univerſal capa- 
city of ſaving the Souls of men. Nor laſtly, was it 
ſuggeſted to him by Mercury to give out that he was 
« Prophet, and the Son of God, but a voice from 
Heaven witneſſed fo in audience of the people, and 
his own ſenſe and Conſcience illuminated by the 
Holy Ghoſt, and anſwered by the perpetul aſſiſtan- 
ces and operations of him that ſent him aſſured 
him thereof. But notwithſtanding, I ſay, all theſe 
moſt certain truths the Vaninian Atheiſts will click 
at and fick to what they would have, and will be 
gaily gratified by this extravagant, immodeſt, and 
izmprudent Eſſay of ). B. for I would be loth to 
charge him of ſo deep Hypocriſy as he would lie ob- 
#0xious to, if he had been aware of theſe grand in- 
conveniencies. 


And therefore, I hope, by this time he is ſo ſenſe 
ble 
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ble of his miſtake , that he could wiſh he had em- 
ployed his time better than in ſuch a miſchievous 
and ſcandalous Curioſity, and that he will think 
more favourably of my juſt though ſharp reprehenſi- 
ons of Cardan 4nd Vaninus, thar either to deem it 
or term it Railing or Reviling. 


CHAP. XY. 


| I. The general plauſibilities for the Art of Aſtrology 


propounded. 2. The firſt rudiments of the ſaid 
Art. The Qualities of the Planets, and their 
penetrancy through theEarth. 3. That the Earth 
is as pervious to them as the Air, and of their 
diviſion of the Lodiack into Trigons, &c. 4. The 
Eſſential Dignities of the Planets. 5. Their Ac- 
cidental Dignities. 6. Of the twelve _— 
Houſes, and the five ways of ereFing a Scheme. 
7. The requiſiteneſs of the exa® knowledge of the 
moment of time, and of the true longitude and 
latitude of the place. 8. DireQion what it is, 
and which the chiefeſt DireQtors or Significators. 
9. Of the Apims and Avaipems , or Apheta and 
Anzreta , end the time when the Anzreta gives 


the fatal ſtroke. 


1. T Shall therefore make this ſhort digreſſion to ex- 


poſe to your view the extreme folly and fri- 


volouſneſs of the whole pretended Art of Aſtrology, 
whoſe main general Reaſons and particular Principles 
are in brief as followeth. 


Firſt, they alledge, that it is a thing beyond all 
G 2 belief, 
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belief, that ſuch an innumerable Company of Stars, 
whoſe light is not conſiderable, nor their poſition ſo 
exa& for ornament, ſhould be made for nothing elſe 
but to look upon. Therctore, fay they, there is ſome 
other myſtery in it,and thatthey are endued with cer- 
tain hidden influences, and. have their ſeveral peculiar 
virtues, as diſtin& as the Herbs and Flowers of the 
Field, and it is their Art of 4ſtrology that profeſſeth 
the knowledge thereof. 

Again, The Earth and Water being ſuch {ple Bo- 
dies as they are, the varions productions in Nature 
could not be, were it not for that infinite variety of 
thoſe Celeſtial Bodies, the Stars, and their ſeveral in- 
fluences upon the Earth. This their great Champion 
Sir Chriſtopher Heydon urges as a principal Argument 
for them. 

Thirdly, That it is plain that the 200» hath a 
moiſt Influence, and that at her full the Brains of 
Beaſts generally, the Eyes of Cats, and the meat of 
Shell-filhes are (well'd to a greater bignels 3 and that 
they are leſſened in the Change. 

Fourthly, That the oor allo, to our wonder- 
ment , guides the Ebbing and Flowing of the Sea, 
whoſe influence is equally ſeen when ſhe 1s under the 
Horizon as when above, when near our Nadir as 
when near our Zenith, Whence, ſay they, it is plain, 
that the Heavenly Bodics have not only a power or 
influence, beſides Light, but more ſearching and pe- 
netrating-than light it ſelf , as. being able to make its 
way through the thickneſs of the Earth, and to. reach 
its effe& on the further fide thereof. Both which 
wonders they further, confirm from the Magnetical 
Needle, that looks toward the Pole-Star, though on 
the other ſide of the Tropich of Capricorn ; where 
the 
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the North Pole will be hidden tweaty or thirty de- 
grees below the Horizon. Whence it 1s manifelt, ay 
they , that the influence of the Pole-Star pierces 
through the bowcls of the Earth, and isa notorious 
Argument of that ſecret and irrefiltible virtue of the 
reſt of the Heavenly Bodies. 

Fifthly, The Sr ation, DireFionand Repedation of 
the Planets is a thing (o ſtrange and mylterious, that 
it isnot likely they (hould make thoſe odd motions, 
unlels thoſe waglings this way and that way , thoſe 
goings backward and forward were a certain reeling 
or ſpinning the Fates and Fortunes of things or per- 
ſons here below. 

Sixthly and laſtly, Yearly experience teaches-us 
that the approach of the $4 renews the World. and 
makes an annual Reſurrection of Plants and. Inſects, 
and ſuch living Creatures as are born of putrefaction, 
and have no other Father than the tiery-bearded Sun. 
If then this one Planet does ſuch rare feats, certainly 
the reſt of the Planets and fixed Stars do not ſtand 
for Cyphers, but have their virtues and operations as 
well as he, whoſe efficacy and influence , ſay theſe 
Star-gazers, our Art does punctually and particularly: 
define. You may add if you will out of 0r:ganus, 
the heat of the Dog-Star , and the moilt influence 
of ArFurus and the Hyades. * Thele are the gene- 
ral plauſibilities that theſe Deceivers endeavour to 
countenance their profeilion by. But we ſhall now 
ſet down the main particulur Principles and Funda- 
mental Rudiments of their '0 much-admired ſcience, 
as they would have it eſteemed, and. then ſhall ory 
derly anſwer to them both. 

2, According therefore to 0riganus, whom I ſhall 
chiefly follow in ſetting down. thele. Aſtrological 

Princt- 
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Principles, I do not ſay all, but what is ſufficient; 
nor will I ſet down any but what they acknowledge 
for Principles, nor omit any that are ſo conſiderable 
as theſe I ſet down: 

Firſt, It is thought by them, that the Plamets have 
the moſt influence upon Terreſtrial Bodies, but that 
the fixt Stars alſo as well as they have virtues ſo potent 
as to pierce the very penetrals of the Earth : * That 
of the Planets the $»# is hot and moiſt rather than 
drying : That Mars is hot and parchingly drying : 
That 8at»r# hindersthe warm influence of the other 
Stars, and is in an high degree frigefaFive , as alſo 
exſiccative. From theſe two Qualities contrary to 
the Principles of life, Satarm 1s termed Infortuna ma- 
jor, Mars, g—_— minor becauſe heat is not 
contrary to lite, though drineſs be. mo 1s alſo 
deemed Fortuna major , becauſe he hath ſufficient 
moiſture well tempered with heat : But Yerns, Fortu- 
”4 minor, becauſe her moiſture exceeds her warmth. 
From this diſtin&ion of hot, cold,dry and moiſt, the 
Planets are alſo divided into Maſenline and Femi- 
nine, Dinrnal and NoGurnal, &c. So that if theſe 
conceits of drineſs, moiſtneſs, coldneſs and heat fail, 
all the reſt fail. 

3. But I think that principle more obſervable 
which is touched upon already, That the influence of 
the Stars and Planets do pals freely through the Earth; 
which is implied in thatAphoriſm of Ptolemy cited by 
Origanus, Maſculeſcere & efficaciores dici Plane- 
tas, qui ab Horizonte ortivo vel occidno dedncun- 
tur ad Meridianum ſupra vel infra terram, Effemi- 
rari vero qui contri, Which plainly imphes, that 
their Influences paſs as eaſily through the Earth: as 
through the Air: otherwiſe ſurely thoſe Planets that 
tended 
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tended from the Weltern Horizon toward the Meri- 
dian under the Earth, would have the diſadvantage of 
it, That alſo goes upon the ſame Hypothefis, that the 
Earth is no impediment, namely, that 7«piter being 
Conſignificatour in the ſecond Houle, denotes rich- 
&s3 and that by how many more Planets there be in 
the ſixth Houſe, by ſo much more ſubje<& to Diſcaſes 
the Child will be. That the faxt Stars and Planets do 
moſt potently act in the Cardines of the Celeſtial 
Theme, of which Imam Celi is one. Which ſuppo- 
ſes the Earth as pervious as the very Air to the Cele- 
{tial Influences. ' 

To omit other diviſions of the Signs into 249bl3a, 
Fixa,and Bicorporea, into Maſcalive and Feminine, 
&*c. I ſhall only ſet down that more noiſed diviſiog 
of them into Trigons, viz. the Fiery Trigon, Aries, 
Leo, Sagittarins ; the Earthly, Tawrus, Virgo, Ca- 
pricorn 5, Aerial, Gemini, Libra, Aquarinsz Wa- 
tery, Cancer, Scorpins. _— 

4. They teach us alſo fine things of the Dignities 
of the rlanets: which are either Eſſential or Acci- 
dental. An Eſſential Dignity is nothing elſe but the 
encreaſe of the innate virtue of the Planet by being 
in ſuch or ſuch a (ign of the Zodiack, as Origanus 
hath defined. 

The firſt E/ential Dignity. 1s the Houſe of the 
Planet. As for Example, Leo ts the Houle of the Sun, 
Cancer of the Moon. And becaule there are more 
ſigns than Planets, it falls to the ſhare of the reſt to 
have two Houſes a piece, ſo a'peRted to the Houſes of 
the Luminaries as becomes the Goodneſs or Malig- 
ity of their Natures. As for Example, Capricorn 
and Aquarius muit be the Houſes of unfortunate 84- 
turn, becauſe their aſpe& is oppoſite to the Houles __ 
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the Luminaries. Sagittarius and Piſces the Houſes 
of Jupiter, becauſe the Aſpect to the foreſaid Hou- 
ſes of the Sun and Moon, 1s a benign AſpeR, namely, 
Trine. But now Mars has Aries and Scorpizs for 
his Houſes, becauſe he forſooth himſelf being a ma- 
lignant Planct may have his * Houſes in a malignant 
poſture to the Houles of the Sun and Moon, namely, 
in a Pxartile Aſpet, ec. And as to be in their 
own Houſes is a dignity, ſo to bein the ſign oppoſite 
they call Exilium, and account 1t a great detriment 
to the Planet. E 

The ſecond Eſlential dignity 1s Exaltation : as 
Aries 1s the Exaltation of the Sun, becauſe his Efhi- 
cacy is ſo apparent 1n Spring, and theretore his ca ſus 
muſt be in Libra - which muſt on the contrary be 
the exaltation of Saturn, that Planet being of a cold 
temper contrary to the Sun. The Dragon's Head 
alſo 1s exalted in Gemini,as Albumaſar out of Hermes 
has given us to underſtand, and depreſſed in 8 2git- 
Farius. 

The third Eſſential Dignity is Triangularity or 
Triplicity, whereby certain Planets are conſtituted 
the Texywrozezmpes of their reſpettive Trigons. Sol 
and Jupiter of the Fiery Trigon; The Moon and 
Venus of the Earthly Trigon; Saturn and Mercury 
of the Aereal : and becauſe there are not eight Pla- 
nets, but ſeven only, Mars 1s the ſole Trigonocrater 
of the Watery Triplicity. 1 omit to ſay any thing 
of the opreameia or Dignity of Terzes in which 
the two Luminaries are not concerned. Carpertux:, 
which is the fifth Dignity, is but * a coacervation of 
the four precedent. Perſona or Almugea is when 
there is the ſame Configuration betwixt the Sun and 
Moon, and another Planet, as there is betwixt their 
Houſes, 
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Houſes. Decanat is the prefeture of the Planets 
* over every ten degrees of the (1gns in the Zodiack. 
Mars over the firſt ten degrees of Aries, Sol over 
the ſecond, Venus over the third ; Mercury over the 
firſt ten of Tawrzs; the Moon over the ſecond 3 8 4- 
turn over the third 3 and ſo on according to the or- 
der of the Planets, till all the ten degrees of the Zo- 
diack be gone through. 

The laſt Efſential Dignity is Gaudium, which is 
competible only to thoſe Planets that have two Hou- 
ſes, and is when a Planet is placed in that Houſe 
which is molt agrecable to his nature. 

The chief of theſe Dignities are Hoxſe, Exaltation, 
and Triplicity. For the firlt has five powers, the ſe- 
cond four, the third three. But oprxezme#z has but 
two, and Almugea and Gaudiunm but one apiece, 

5. The Accidental Dignities ariſe either from 
their poſture to the Sun, or from their motion in 
their Orbs, or from their mutual Configuration. 

In regard of their Poſition to the Sur, they are 
either in Cazimi, or Combuſt or Uumwyo, or free 
from Combuſtion, or Oriental or Occidental. Tobe 
in Cazimz 1s to be corporally joined with the Sun, 
and gives the Planet five Fortitudes. To be Combuſt 
or YmvyC is to be diſtant ſome ten or fifteen de- 
grees from the Sun, e&c. This poſition puts four or five 
Detriments on the Planet. To be free from combu- 
ſtion adds five Fortitudes. Saturn, Jupiter and Mars 
from their ConjunGion to their Oppoſition with the 
Sun are Oriental,and gain two Fortitudes ; but from 
their Oppoſiricn to their Conjunction are Occiden- 
t4!, and incur two detriments. 

In regard of their motion the Planets are either 


Dire@, Retrograde, Swift, Slow or Stationary. Di- 
H reFion 
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reJion has four Fortitudes, Retrogradation five De- 
bllities, Station two Dc bilities. 

Confignration or AſpeQ is either Sextile, Quar- 
tile, Trine, Oppoſition or ConjundFion. The Con- 
junCtion of benign Planets adds five Fortitudes, of 
malign five Debilities. Sextile and Trine are be- 
nign Aſpects, £ nartile and Oppoſition malign, ec. 

6. But to climb nearer to the top of their Arti- 
fice, let us now ſet down their witty contrivance of 
the Heavens into twelve Houſes in their Erection of 
their Aſtrological Scheme. The firſt Houſe begins at 
the Eaſt Horizov, and is to be numbred according to 
the ſeries of the Signs Eaſtward, and is called Horo- 
ſeopns and Domus vite. The ſecond e&yagoen and 
Domus lncri, The third Sex and Domus Fortune. 
The fourth vnty er, Immun Coli, and Domus Patri- 
9m01niji. The fifth &yabn mvyn and Domus liberornum. 
The ſixth 4-1 Tuyn and Downs Fgritudinum. The 
ſeventh #uas and Domus Nuptiarum. The eighth 
emxzmetoen and Domus Mortis. Theninth @e:s and 
Domus Religionis, Thetenth weovezrmua, Cor cali 
and Domns Honorum. Thecleventh ayabodu py, 
or Domus Amicorum. The twelfth 49490 1pwy, Or 
Domns Carceris, Every one of theſe Houlcs has its 
Conlignificator. The firſt Houſe, Satarr, the ſecond 
Fapiter, the third Mars, the fourth Sol, and fo on, 
according to the Ptolemaical Order of the Planets. 
According to which alſo they conſtitute their yegyo- 
xedmces, or Alfridarii, giving the Planets a ſepten- 
nial Dominion 1n ſucceſſion trom the Nativity. The 
firſt Septennium tO the Moor, the ſecond to Me reury, 
the third to Verus, KC. 

Now this Erection of a Scheme and diſtribution of 
the Heavens into twelye Houſes , 1s no Iels than five 
manner 
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manner of ways, as || Origanus has ſet down. The ||De mori- 
firſt of Julius Firmicus, who draws his Circles 2 
through the Poles of the Zodiack, The ſecond of "e 
Aben Ezra, who divides the Z#quator into twelve 

equal parts, as the other did the Zodiack, by the 
drawing of (ix great Circles through the mutual Se. 

(tions of the Horizon and Meridian, and through 

each thirtieth degree of the Z#quator. The third is 

that of Campanus, who divides the principal Verti- 

cal into twelve equal parts, by Arches drawn through 

the common interſe&ions of the Meridian and Hori- 

zox, Fourthly, Alcabitius draws the Circles through 

the Poles of the World, and certain equidiſtant points 

in the ſemidiurnal and ſeminofurnal Arches of the 
Aſcenſion of the Ecliptick. And laſtly, Porphyrizs 
divides the two Oriental parts of the Zodzack inter- 

cepted betwixt the Horizon and Meridian above 

and below into three equal parts apiece. So many 

ways are there of building Houſes or Caſtles in the 

Air. 

7. That the Ere@ion of a Scheme may foretel right 
the Fate of the Infant, the time of the Birth is to be 
known exactly. For it you miſs a degree in the 
time of the Birth, it will breed a Years errour in the 
Prognoſtication 3 if but five minutes, a month, &&+c. 
For which purpole alſo it is as neceſſary to know the 
Longitude and Latitude of the place. 

8. After the erection of fo accurate a Scheme,they 
pretend to be able to foretel the time of the main 
Accidents of a mans life, and that either by Profe&:- 
on annual and Tran(ition, or by DireFiov. Thelaſt 
is the chief: and therefore not to fill your Ears over- 
much with the wretched gibberiſh of Gypſies, when I 
have intimated that the firſt of the two former run all 

H 2 upon 
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| De mot1- 
bus Part. 2, 
Cap. 15, 


upon Aſpects, and that 7; ranſition 1s nothing elſe but 
the paſſing of a Planet through the places of the Na- 
tivity, whether its own, or of other Planets, or of 
the Horoſcope, &c. I ſhall force my felt a little more 
fully to define to you, out of || 0riganns, the nature 
of DireFion. Which 1s, 4 he invention of the Arch 
of the Equator, which is intercepted betwixt two 
Circles of Poſitian, drawn through two places of the 
Zodiack, the one whereof the Significator poſſeſſes, 
the other the Promiſlor , and aſcends or deſcends 
with the Arch of the Ecliptick in the poſture of the 
ſphere given, The term from which the computa- 
tion is made is the 8$7gnificator, the term to which, 
the Promi/ſor. As if Sol be directed to Mars, Sol 
ſignifies Dignities, and X/ars the nature of thoſe Dig- 
nitiesz and the diſtance of the time 1s computed by 
Dire&ion. I ſhall omit to tell you that all the Planets 
and all the Houſes are capable of Direftion , if we 
would accurately examine a Scheme. But the chief- 
eſt DireFors or Significators are, 1. * The *Agsms, 
which the Arabians call Hylech from 79m, the La- 
tines Fi ſor Or Prorogator vite. 2. The Moon for 
the affeftions of the mind. 3. The $8», even then 
alſo when hes the 'Ag#ms for the condition of life and 
Dignities. 4. The Horoſcope for Health and pere- 
grinations. 5. The Medinm Celi tor Marriage and 
Procreation of Children. 6, * The «25e;s Tvyns, 
or the Part of Fortune for increaſe or decreaſe of 
riches. 

9. But the chiefeſt of all is aq#ms, as reſpeting 
life it ſelf, which is direCted to the «yaiperrs, or In- 
terfeFor, or Slayer. Which is, ſuppoſe, either ſome 
Planet which is preſent in the eighth Houſe, as Satzrx 


_ or Mars, or the Almuter of the eighth Houle, or 


the 
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the Planet join'd to the Almuter, or the Almuten of 
the Planet, or the 4/muten of theLord of the eighth 
Houſe. But the huge myſtery 1s, and that a fad one, 
that when the «9479s comes to the place of the «yz. 
ces, that is, the Emiſſor to the place of the Inter- 
feFor, then wo be to the Brat that ever he was born 
under ſounlucky Stars; tor there 1s no remedy but he 
mult die the Death. Nor will his * A4/cochodor, or 
Almuten Hylegii avail him any thing, when his Hy- 
leck or Emiſſor is once come into the hands of the 
&vaiperrs, Or that Celeſtial Butcoer, 

Theſe are the molt fundamental and moſt folemn 
Fooleries (for ſo I mult call them) of their whole 
Art: and I (hall now ſet my ſelf to demonſtrate them 
to be ſo, after I have anſwered thoſe more general 
plauſibilities they would countenance themſelyes 


by. 


—— 


ANNOTATIONS. 
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Heſe are the general Plauſtbilities, &c. 7 ſhal 

only here note how faithful T have been, and 
impartial in ſetting out with the utmoſt advanta- 
ges the cauſe of the Aitrologers, in laying dows the 
moſt plauſible Arguments they can alledge, with the 
beſt gloſs Tcould, Which is a thing ſo notorious, 
that my Antagoniſt himſelf cannot but acknowledge 
zt. Which he does with a free and pretty humonrſome 
ſirain of Rhetorick,, p.41, Andthetruth is; Jons 
| e, 


- , 
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he, the Doctor has ſo ingenioully compiled the Argu- 
ments on Aſtrologies behalf altogether in one Chap- 
ter, and ſet them out in ſuch neat Apparel and fo 
good order, that as they ſtand holding together ſo 
unanimouſly, and maintaining their cauſe fo chear- 
fully, methinks they look ſo confidently ſweetly on 
the Oppoſer,as if they were at {trife whether to wooe, 
or daunt the Adverſary to their fide. With ſuch ar 
overcoming beauty, it ſeems, have T drawn the Por- 
traiture of his beloved Miſtreſs, the molt ſacred and 
Divine Science of Aſtrology, that either awe or pity 
would turn any one off from defacing ſo fair and 
lovely an Image as his enamonred phancy conceives 
it to be. But it is in pity to himſelf and all others 
that are deluded with this fair but falſe ſhow, that 7 
have diſcovered the foul flaws thereof,and as much as 
in me lies demoliſhed this deceitful Idol. Which, 
that T have really done, IT ſhall ſhow anon by making 
good my ſixteenth and ſeventeenth Chapters againſt 
the Anſwers of my Adverſary, where he offers any 
ſhew of Reaſon, But for his ill language, I ſhall not 
fo much as bring it into play, whether it come alone 
or attended with ſome offers at Reaſoning, which 
T ſhall ever ſtrip of the ill language as near as I can, 
and deal with the bare Argument it ſe!f. 

Se@F, 2. That of the Flanets the Sun is hot, and 
moiſt rather than drying, That A24ars is hot and 
parchingly drying. Becauſe my Antagoniſt (p.25.) 
denies this to be acknowledged by the Aſtrologers, 
T will ſet down the very words in Origanus, Part. 2, 
de Effe@.Cap.1. Where, of the Sur, he ſayes, Solis 
natura eſt quam ſenſu percipimus, 1. Potenter cale- 
facere. 2. Paululum exſiccare. Vivificus enim ejus 
calor eſt & non vehementer f{iccus, quoniam quaſi 
humido 
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humido jungitur, As zf the heat of the Sur were 
mingled with moiſiure, and had ſomething of the 
nature of warm Oyl, according to Origanus his mind, 
who is one of their prime Aſtrologers. And then of 
Mars, Martis eſt, ſaith he, 1. Exficcare & arefa- 
cere. 2, In calefaciendo urere ; which ſurely will 
armonnt to what we have expreſſed, That Mars is 
hot and parchingly drying. 

SeF, 4. In a malignant poſture to the Houſes of 
the Sun and Moon, namely 1n a Quartile AſpeR, e*c. 
For that Quartile is a malignant Aſpe@® with the 
Aſtrologers is expreſly acknowledged by Dariot in his 
Judicial Aſtrology, chap. 10. Some of thele, ſaith he, 
are Aſpects of Amity, as the Trize,and Sextile,others 
of Enmity and Hatred , as the Pxadrate and 0p- 
poſition. See alſo Origanus, Part. 3. de Effe@, 
Cap. 6. 

A Coacervation of the four precedent, &c. Rgq- 
ther an AdjeFion of ſome of the precedent digni- 
ties. Quinta dignitas, ſayes Origanus (Part. 3. de 
Effe&. cap. 4.) compolita elt ex aliis fimplicibus quz 
ha&enus declaratz ſunt, & vocatur Carpentum, Thro- 
»#us, ſeu Regium Solium ; Veluti Yenws in Taxro & 
Domo & Trigono potens, Signo illo ut Regio curru 
utitur. 

Over every ten Degrees of the Signs of the Zodi- 
ack. Theſe Decads Dariot calls Faces, as Origanus, 
Facies Signorum. 

SeF. 8. The 'Agims which the Arabians call Hy- 
lech, ec. The entire pluce in Origanus is this. Part.3, 
de Effe&.Cap.2.Prorogator viiz(qui Grecis Kver©O- 
Guns, Hem 'Agirys quali Emillarius,, Arebibas vero 
Hylech Ambulator ab Hebreo 17n ambulare, dici- 
tur) ſt vel Planeta vel locus Cali ex cujus digreſſt- 
one 
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he, the Doctor has ſo ingenioully compiled the Argu- 
ments on Aſtrologies behalf altogether in one Chap- 
ter, and ſet them out in ſuch neat Apparel and fo 
good order, that as they ſtand holding together ſo 
unanimouſly, and maintaining their cauſe fo chear- 
fully, methinks they look fo confidently (weetly on 
the Oppoſer,as if they were at {trife whether to wooe, 
or daunt the Adverſary to their ſide. With ſuch ar 
overcoming beauty, it ſeems, have T drawn the Por- 
traiture of his beloved Miſtreſs, the molt ſacred and 
Divine Science of Aſtrology, that either awe or pity 
would turn any one off from defacing ſo fair and 
lovely an Image as his enamonred phancy conceives 
it to be. But it is in pity to himſelf and all others 
that are deluded with this fair but falſe ſhow, that I 
have diſcovered the foul flaws thereof,and as much as 
in me lies demoliſhed this deceitful Idol. Which, 
that T have really done, T ſhall ſhow anon by making 
good my ſixteenth and ſeventeenth Chapters againſt 
the Anſwers of my Adverſary, where he offers any 
fhew of Reaſon, But for his ill language. T ſhall not 
fo much as bring it into play, whether it come alone 
or attended with ſome offers at Reaſoning, which 
T ſhall ever ſtrip of the il} language as near as I can, 
and deal with the bare Argument it ſelf. 

Se&F. 2. That of the Flanets the Sun is hot, and 
moiſt rather than drying, That A2ars is hot and 
parchingly drying. Becauſe my Antagoniſt (p.25.) 
denies this to be acknowledged by the Aſtrologers, 
T will ſet down the very words in Origanus, Part. 2, 
de Effe@.Cap.1. Where, of the Sur, he ſayes, Solis 
natura eſt quam ſenſu percipimus, 1. Potenter cale- 
facere. 2. Paululum exliccare. Vivificus enim ejus 
calor eſt & non vehementer ſiccus, quoniam quaſi 
humido 
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humido jungitur, As #f the heat of the Sur were 
mingled with moiſiure, and had ſomething of the 
nature of warm Ol, according to Origanus bis mind, 
who is one of their prime Aſtrologers. And then of 
Mars, Martis eſt, ſaith he, 1. Exficcare & arefa- 
cere. 2, In calefaciendo urere ; which ſurely will 
artonnt to what we have expreſſed, That Mars is 
hot and parchingly drying. 

Se&F, 4. In a malignant poſture to the Houſes of 
the Sun and Moon, namely in a Quartile Aſped, eFc. 
For that Quartile is a malignant Aſpe@® with the 
Aſtrologers is expreſly acknowledged by Dariot in his 
Judicial Aſtrology, chap. 10. Some of thele, ſaith he, 
are Aſpetts of Amity, as the Trire,and Sextile,others 
of Enmity and Hatred , as the 2xadrate and 0p- 
poſition. See alſo Origanus, Part. 3. de Effe@. 
Cap. 6. 

A Coacervation of the four precedent, &+c. Raq- 
ther an AdjeFion of ſome of the precedent digni- 
ties. Quinta dignitas, ſayes Origanus (Part. 3. de 
Effe&. cap. 4.) compolita eſt ex aliis fimplicibus quz 
hacenus declaratz ſunt, & vocatur Carpentum, Thro- 
»#us, ſeu Regium Solium 3 Veluti Venus in Taxro & 
Domo & Trigono potens, Signo illo ut Regio curru 
utitur. 

Over every ten Degrees of the Signs of the Zodi- 
ack. Theſe Decads Dariot calls Faces, as Origanus, 
Facies Signorum. 

SeF. 8. The 'Agims which the Arabians call Hy- 
lech, &c. The entire pluce in Origanus is this. Part.3, 
de Effe&.Cap.2.Prorogator viiz(qui Grecis KverO 
Guns, Hem 'Agirys quali Emillarius, Arebibas vero 
Hylech Ambulator ab Hebreo 17n ambulare, dicz- 
tur) clt vel Planeta vel locus Cali ex cujus digreſſt- 
One 
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one vel direGtione de ſtatu vitz judicant Aſtrologi. 
And a little after , Pleriq;, ſayes he, 1imprimis nobi- 
lis ile Cyprianus Leovitins , gradum Aſcendentir 
tantummodo aflumunt pro Hylech. And near the 
beginning of that Chapter , Horoſcopus, ſaith he, 
propriiſiimus eſt fggrificator vite, foclix futura (it an 
infelix. Foelix quidem elt foelicis & benefici Planetz 
ſigno ac Termino, vel etiam beneficorum Planetarum 
radiis, vel przſentia. Veluti, vitz validz ſtatuuntur 
quibus Arzes vel Leo aſcendit & Sol eſt in nona, de- 
cima, undecima, vel ſeptima domo. Vel Taxras aut 
Cancer & Luna in his exiſtit. Infelix autem eſt vel 
Termino malo, quando videlicet, Malefticus corpore 
obſidet Horoſcopum, vel etiam Horoſcopus incidit 
in malignym aſpe&tum Malefici, przcipue Inter fe- 
Foris. 

The x25p@- Tv41s , or the Part of Fortune, ec. 
Pars Fortune 7s defined by the Aſtrologers , locus 
Zodiaci in quem, numerando ab Ariete, cadit nume- 
rus conflatus ex gradu oriente ſex Horoſcopi, & di- 
ftantia Solis & Lunz. 

Sed. 9. Nor will his Alcochodon, &c. Alchocho- 
den eſt ſtella virtutis ex qua de annis quibus Natus 
ſecundum Naturz curſum vifturus eſt judicium ſumi- 
tur (from whence the reaſon of the name ſeems to be 
derived from 3213 ſtella ad 1171 judicare) nifi rati- 
one DireQtionis vel alterius violent1 & ſubiti caſus vita 
Nati citius abrumpatur. Origar. Part. 3. de Aﬀedti- 
bus cap. 2. 

Theſe few things I thought worth the while to add 
for the more eaſy and full underitanding of theſe 
brief Rudiments of Aſtrology, rather than to ſeem 
to have ſaid nothing on this Chapter : As indeed 
there was very little to be ſaid of it, ). B. with other 
Aſtrolo- 
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Aſtrologers, being agreed on the Principles which 1 
have laid dorn as theirs, But now we are to ſee 
how well }. B. has defended them againſt my Obje- 
Fions, or Confutation of them in the following 
Chapters. IWhich we will do with what brevity and 
clearneſs we can. 


CHAP. XVL 


I. That the Stars and Planets are not uſeleſs though 
there be no truth in Aſtrology. 2. That the Stars 
are not the cauſes of the variety of produtions 
here below. 3. That the ſenſible moiſtening power 
of the Moon is no Argument for the Influence of 
other Planets and Stars, 4. Nor yet the Flux 
and Reflux of the Sea,and Diredtion of the Needle 
to the North Pole. 5. That the Station and Re- 
pedation of the Planets is an Argument againſt 
the Aſtrologers. 6. That the Influence attribu- 
ted to the Dog-Star, the Hyades and Orion, is not 
theirs but the Snns, and that the Suns Influence 
is only heat. 7. The ſlight occaſions of their in- 
venting of thoſe Dignities of the Planets they call 
Exaltations and Houſes, as alſo that of Alpedts, 
8. Their folly in preferring the Planets before the 
fixt Stars of the ſame appearing magnitude, and 
of their fition of the Firlt Qualities of the Pla- 
nets, with thoſe that riſe therefrom. 9. Their 
raſhneſs in allowing to the influence of the Hea- 
venly Bodies ſo free a paſſage through the Earth. 
10. Their groundleſs diviſton of the ſigns into 
moveable and fixt,and the ridiculons FffeFts they 

[ attribute 
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attribute to the Trigons, together with a demon- 
firation of the falſneſs of the Figment. 11. A 
Confutation of their Eſſential Dignities. 12. As 
alſo of their Accidental. 13. A ſubverſion of their 
Er<Qion of Schemes, and diſtributing of the Hea- 
vens into twelve Celeſtial Houſes. 14. Their fond 
pretences to the knowledge of the exat moment 
of the Infants Birth 15. AConfutation of their 
Animodar and Trutina Hermetis. 16. As alſo of 
their method of refdiſying a Nativily per Acci- 
dentia Nati. 17. His appeal to the skilful, if he 
has not fundamentally confuted the whole preten- 
ded Art of Aſtrology. 


L Herefore to their firſt general pretence, 

That the very Being of the Stars and Pla- 

nets would be uſcle(s, if there be nothing 1n the Art 

of Aſtrology, I anſwer, That though there were cer- 

tain Influences and virtues 1n every one of them, yet 

it does not follow that they are diſcovered in their 

Art: And then again, That though there were none 

ſaving that of Light and Heat in the Fixt Stars, it 

will not follow that they are uſeleſs. * Becauſe the 

later and wiſer Philoſophers have made them as fo 

[SceBook many || Suns: * which Hypotheſis our Aſtrologers 

- &-1- muſt confute before they can make good the force of 

Alſo Im- their firſt Argument. And for the Planets, they have 

mortal. alſo ſuggcſted that they may have ſome ſuch like uſe 
Book 3. A : "0 

Chap. 1g. 4s Our Earth has, 7. e, to be the Mother of living 

Se.q,5,%- Creatures, though they have defined nothing con- 

ccrning the natures of them 3 whereby their opinion 

becomes more harmleſs, and unexceptionable * as it 1s 

In it ſclt highly probable : Foraſmuch as the Earth, 

as well as Saturn, Fupiter, and the reſt, moves about 
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the Sun, and is as much a Planet as any of them ; as 
the belt Aſtronomers do not at all (tick now adaysto 
affirm. Which does utterly enervate the force of this 
firſt general pretence of the Altrologians. 

2. To the ſecond I anſwer, That the Stars are but 
Lights of much the ſame nature as our Sun 1s, only 
they are further removed, ſo that their contribution 
1s much-what the ſame. And again, nothing turnsoff 
their more ſubtil influence, according to their own 
conceſſion; and therefore though there were this va- 
riety in them, * yet becauſe all this variety reaches 
every point of the Earth, the product would be the 
ſame, unleſs the particles of the Earth were diverli- 
fied by ſome other cauſe , which afluredly they are. 
And thirdly, That neither their own variety , nor 
the Influences of the Heavens, if they be merely ma- 
terial, are ſufficient cauſes of productions here below. 
Fourthly, * That the Celeſtial matter is every where, 
and that the Earth ſwims in it, as Wood doth in Wa- 
ter, ſo that we need not have recourſe to ſo remote, 
unknown, aCtivities. And laſtly, That that general 
ay» ompuarims, Or Spirit of nature, is allo every 
where ready to contrive the matter into ſuch ſhapes 
and virtues as its diſpoſition makes toward. And this 
is enough and more than enough to take off the edge 
of the Knights Argument. 

3. I do acknowledge that the Moon in her Full 
ſwells certain things with moiſture 3 which effect is 
both ſenſible and palpable, and alſo reaſonable, by 
reaſon of her proximity, and of the refleCtion of the 
Suns beams from her body , which being but of a 
moderate power, * melt the Air and vapours into an 
infinuating liquidneſs, but do not diſſipate them, as 


his dire& beams do by day. Which feat I do not 
L 2 doubt 


A Confutation of Aſtrology. Cn a v. xvi. 


doubt but that any other of the Planets would per- 
form, * if they were ſo placed that their Diſcus 
would ſeem of equal bigneſs with the Moons, and 
ſhe were removed into their place. * But it 1s8an 
unſufferable folly to argue from ſuch both reaſonable 
and palpable eftc&s ot the Moon, that the other Pla- 
nets alſo and Fixt Stars, have as powerful cfte&s upon 
us; which yct we can deprehend by neither Reaſon 
nor Experience, 

4. The like may be anſwered concerning the F/yx 
and Reflux of the Sex 5 the ground whereof is ra- 
tional from what Des Cartes has ſet down mn his Prin- 
cip. Philoſ. Part. 4. namely, * That the Ellipſis of 
the Celeſtial matter is [treightned by the Moons Body, 
which makes the ther flow more \witt: which is a 
plain and mechanical ſolution ot the Pheamomenor, 
And then we find by certain experience,that this F/yx 
and R-flux depends on the courſe of the Moon . fo 
that there can be no deceit in the buſineſs, But when 
there 1s no reaſon nor ſufficient experience , that this 
1s the cauſe of that, to attribute the one to the other 
15no good Logick. And to that of the Load-ſtore 
and Polr Star, I fay again, as I have faid already, 
that it does not follow , becauſe there are ſome ſen- 
ſible Effects from the Heavens , certain and conſtant, 
that therefore we may imagine what eticCts we pleaſe 
to procecd from this or that particular Star, without 
due expcrience or reaſon for the ſame. And then in 
the ncxt place, That it is not ſo much the Influence 
of the Heaven, as the Magnetiſy of the Earth, in 
which this Direction of the Necdle toward the North 
confiſts. For the Needle varies in certain Meridians, 
and ome three miles from Ry//eburg, a Town near 
upon the very Corner where the Finnick Seas, and 
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ſinus Finnicus are join'd, the Needle amidſt a many 
Sea Rocks turns about, nor ceales {o to do for the 
ſpace of a whole Mile. Which is a further demonſtra- 
tion that the direCtion of the Needle depends upon 
the Magnetiſm of the Earth. But truly it the Events 
which the A(trologers take upon them to predict, did 
as ſtcadily point tothe cauſes they alledge, This Pla- 
net or that Configuration of Plinets, S$1gns Or Stars, 
as the Needle and Axis of the Earth to the North ; 
though they could give no reaſons thereof, I could 
eaſily allow their Art. But there being ſuch demon- 
ſtrative Reaſons againlt their Grounds, and no cer- 
tain experience for them, thele particular Allegations 
concerning the Moon and Pole Star will ſtand them 
in no ſtead. 

5. The Station and Retrogradation of the Pla- 
nets is a very conſiderable Argument againſt them, 
and ſhews how fooliſh and imaginary their Art is, that 
is upheld by ſuch groſs miſtakes. For they that un- 
der(tand the right $y5Zexze of the World, * know 
very well that thoſe Phenomena are not real but 
ſeeming: which is a Scurvy Slur to the Altrologers. 
But this I ſhall meet with again hereafter. 

6. To the laſt I anſwer, * That neither the Dog- 
Star, ArFurus, the Hyades, nor Orion, are concei- 
ved to have any ſuch etfcC&s asare attripvuted to them, 
but then when the Sun 1s in ſuch places of the Zodi- 
ack as himſelf without them would bring forth. And 
therefore they do fallaciouſly attribute to thoſe Stars 
what is really the virtue of the heat of the Sun ap- 
proaching nearer us, or abiding longer upon us. And 
as forthe wrath of the Dog. which isabated alrcady 
in ſome conliderable manner, how tame a Creature 
think you will he be, when the 4»/icipation of the 
A quI>- 
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Aquinoxes ſhall appoint him his Kennel as low as 
Capricorn , if the World ſhould fo long continue? 
Theſe may ſerve for Poetical expreſſions (ſuch as that 
of Virgil, who attributes that to the Signs which be- 
longs to the Sun; 


Candidus anratis aperit cum cornibns annun 
Taurus — 

When the white Bull opens with golden horns 
The early year :) 


but they will not endure the ſeverity of the Laws of 
an Art, which is, to ſpeak properly, not to entitle 
things circumſtantial and concomitant to real cauſa- 
lity. But as for the Suns efficacy it ſelf, I will not de- 
ny it, nor yet acknowledge it any more than in the 
general influence of Heat, which cheriſhes and excites 
the ſeminal Principles of things into act and perfeGti- 
on. * Which is no more myſterious than the A#g yp- 
tians and Livia's Maids of honour hatching of Eggs 
without the help of the Hen; the ſame which the Sun 
does to the Oſtriches left upon the ſand. And I will 
alſo acknowledge that the reſt of the Stars do not 
ſtand for Cyphers, but that at a competent diſtance 
they will have their «ffe(t : which the Sun it ſelf has 
not when removed from us but to the other ſide of 
the Zquator,whereby his rayes become more oblique. 
How inconfiderable then think you would he be, if 
he were removed as far as the fixt Stars, all whoſe in- 
Huence put together cannot ſupply his abſence in the 
depth of Winter > Whence it is plain, that it is a 
very fond inference to argue that thoſe remote bo- 
dies of the fixt Stars and Planets have an influence 
upon us, becauſe the $4 and Moon that are (o near 

us 
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us have 3 when as if they were as far removed, their 
influence would affuredly be as inſenfible as that of 
the five Planets and fixt Stars. 

7. And yet notwithſtanding ſuch is the intolerable 
impudence of the Inventors ot Aſtrology , that they 
have at random attributed ſuch things to the other 
Planets and Stars as they have only ground for, ifany 
at all, in the two Luminaries. As for Example, * be- 
cauſe they might obſerve ſome more ſenſible mutation 
in the Air and Earth at the Suns entring Aries, it 
would be the more tolerable to phanſie that ſign his 
Exaltation. But now to appoint places of Exaltati- 
on to other Planets, as Tawrus to the Moor, Libra to 
Saturn, 1s a mere running the Wild-Gooſe Chaſe, 
from one ſingle hint to matters where there is nothing 
of like reaſon or experience. So likewiſe becauſe 
they had ſome intimation * to make Leo the Houſe of 
the $8, his heat being then moſt ſenſible, and Can- 
cer the Houſe of the Moor , becauſe then ſhe would 
be moſt vertical to us; * they have without either 
fear or wit beſtowed Houſes, two a piece, upon the 
relt of the Planets, though there be neither Reaſon 
nor Efte& anſwerable. 

And laſtly, For 4/peFs. Inall likelihood the fenfi- 
ble varieties of the Phaſes of the Moon 1n Oppoſetzor, 
Trine, and 2wertile, gave them firſt occaſion to take 
notice of Aſpects : * and then another thing happen- 
ing, though independent on the courſe of the Moor, 
namely, that every ſeventh day, 1n an ac#te Diſeaſe, 
Is Critical, and that there are uſually at thoſe returns 
the greateſt ſtirs and. alterations in the Patient, and 
the 2xartile Aſpect ofthe Moon happening alſoabout 
ſeven days from the Conjun@ion, and then about ſe- 
ven dayes more ſhe being in Oppoſetion 3 this natural 
Circuit 
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Circuit of Fermentations in acute Diſeaſes, has given 
them occaſion to ({lander the Mo0# in thoſe Caſes, and 
for her ſake to reproach the Aſpects of Oppoſition 
and 2xadrature, 1n all the reſt of the Planets. Such 
ſmall hints as theſe are the ſolideſt Foundations of the 
phantaſtick (tructure of Aſtrology. Which we ſhall 
now ſomething more nearly lay battery to, and fo 
ſhatter it, that it ſhall not ſo much as find room in the 
Imaginations of men. 

8. Tobegin therefore with the firſt of their Prin- 
ciples I have ſet down, That they preter the Planets 
before the fixt Stars (I mean thoſe ſo remote ones, 
that they ſeem but about the bigneſs of the greater 
Stars) 1s without all reaſon-; * the Planets being but 
heaps of dead matter much like that of the Earth, and 
having no light but what they reflect from the Sun. 
For that which ſeems to be the innate light of the 
Moon, 1s but the reflection of the Suns beams from 
the Earth. Wherefore their activity and influence 
may juſtly ſeemleſs* than that of the fixt Stars,which 
ſhine not with borrowed but innate light. And for 
their powerful penetrating into the Bowels of the 


. Earth, that is a miſtake ariſing from the ſuppoſed in- 


flvence of the Moon, on the Flux and Retlux of the 
Sea, even when ſhe 1s on the other fide of the Earth ; 
to which with the like fallacious inference I have 
|| anſwer'd already. But then, for the Qualitics of the 
Planets, where they define the $## to be hot and 
moiſt, rather than drying, but Ars hot and parch- 
ingly dry, and Saturn dry and cold ; what will not 
theſe impudent Impoſtors dare to obtrude upon us, 
when they will vent ſuch ſtuff as is liable to contuta- 
tion by our very ſenſes? For docs not our very ſenſe 
tell us that the Sz 1s the molt hot and drying Planet 

that 
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that is? His heatit is, and not that of Mars , that 
withers the Graſs and Flowers, and parches the tops 
of Mountains, and even roaſts the Inhabitants of the 
Earth, when they expoſe their Bodies to his more 
dire rays. But what faculty could ever inform us, 
that Afars was ſuch a parching and heating Planet, 
and Saturn ſo cold > Afluredly he that will expoſe 
his head to their Acronycal Rays, which are moſt po- 
tent, and profeſs he feels more cold from one, and 
heat from the other , than he does from the other 
parts of Heaven, will approve himlelt as mad as that 
old Dotard that pretended that he could as often as 
he liſtened, plainly hear the Harmony of the Cele- 
{tial Spheres. * All the Planets are opaque Bodies,and 
whatever their colour 1s, are as cold as Earth. For 
neither yellow nor red clay caſt any more heat than 
white, nor has any ſoil any ſenſible influence but 
what is drawn in by the noſe, which ſometimes proves 
wholeſome and ſavory, and ſometimes offenſive. But 
how our Star-gazers Proboſeides ſhould be drawn out 
to that length as to ſmell out the different virtues of 
the Planets, I can no way underſtand. Wherefore 
the pronouncing of Mars hot and dry , and Saturs 
cold and dry, ec. is a ſhameleſs Foolery, and a de- 
monſtration of the vanity of the reſt of their allot- 
ments of the firſt Qualities to the Planes. * And 
ſince from theſe they are reputed XMalign or Benign, 
Maſculine or Feminine, and the like, all this part of 
their pretended Science is but a Rhapſody of Foole- 
ries allo. 

9. To the ſecond, of the Earths being ſo pervi- 
ous to the influence of the Stars and Planets, I ſay, 
firſt, that it is a Principle without proof, as [ have al- 
ready evinced : and then ſecondly, it I give m_ it, 
they 
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they-will be fain to vomit 1t up again, it being de- 
ſtructive to their whole Art. For it the rayes and 
influence of the Stars and Planets have free paſſage 
through the body of the Earth,the whole Ceremony 
of eretting a Scheme for ſuch a Longitude and Lati- 
tude is needles; nay, asto the Heavens, the fates 
of all men would be alike. * For that hidden influ- 
ence which governs all would reach to all points from 
all parts of Heaven at once. 
10. Thirdly , Concerning the diviſion of their 
Signs into Mobilia, Fixa and Bicorporea, The mo: 
bilia are the FquinoGial and Solſtitial Signs. The 
latter whereof might deſerve better the name of Fix. 
than Mobilia. And in my apprehenſion the tempers 
of the Year might as well be ſaid to be begun , ſup- 
poſe the cold in Sagittarins. and fixed in Capricorr, 
and the heat in Gexriri, and fixed in Cancer, as be- 
gun in Capricorn, and fixed in Aquarins, &c. But 
we will wink at ſmall matters. * That of the Fiery, 
Aery, Eurthy and watry Trigons 15 more notorious, 
and I cannot but ſmile when I read the <«ffe&ts of 
them. As for Example, in Phyſick, as D2rzot has ſet 
down, the Moon and Aſcendent mn the Fiery Signs 
comfort the virtue a/traFtive , in the Earthy (igns 
the retentive, the Aery the digeſtive, and the w4- 
tery the expulſive. Would any man dare to admini- 
ſter Phyſick then without conſulting the Precepts of 
See Sir Aſtrology ? Alſo in Husbandry that's a notable one of 
xg") Sir Chriſtophers , who tells us how we may cauſe a 
defence of Plant to ſhoot deep into the Earth or higher into the 
judicial A- Ajr, by ſetting of it at ſuch an Aſpe&t of the 2/007 3 
uy; namely, if the Moon be 1n the Earihy Triplicity., the 
root will ſhoot more downward into the Earth; if 
in the Airy more upward into the Air. Whichis a 
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rare ſecret. Now, to omit the groundleſs and arbi- 
trarious diviſion of the Zodziack into theſe four 
Trigons, of which there is only this one hint, that [ 
can imagine, namely, the fitneſs of Leo tor one part 
of the Fiery Trigor, the Sun being molt hot in that 
Sign 3 (from which little inlet all the four Elements 
flew up into Heaven , and took their places 1n their 
relpeftive Triplicities in the Zodiack, with great 
nimbleneſs and agility, playing at leap Frog and skip- 
ping over one anothers backs 1n ſuch ſort, that divi- 
ding themſelves into three equal parts, every Trier: 
tal of an Element found it elf a Fellow-member of a 
Trine Aſpect :) The beſt jeſt of all 1s,* that there isno 
ſuch Zodiack in Heaven, or, it you will, no Heaven 
for ſuch a Zodiack as thele Artiſts attribute theſe 
Triplicities to. For this Heaven, and-this Zodzach 
we ſpeak of is only an old error of Ptolemie's and 
his followers who not underſtanding the true Syſteme 
of the World, and the motion of the Earth, in which 
is falv'd the Anticipation of the #quinoxes, have 
phanſied a Heaven above the Calum ſtellatum, and 
a Zodiack that did not recede from Welt to Eaſt as 
the Starry Zodiack does. And this higment which 
later Ages have laughed off of the Stage, is the only 
ſubjce& of theſe renouned Trigons and Triplicities, 
which therefore are juſtly laughed oft of the Stage 
with it. Which diſcovery is a demonſtration that the 
whole Art of Aſtrology is but upon frivolous and 
mere imaginary Principles, as we ſhall turther make 
manifeſt. And therefore Phyſicians proclaim them- 
{Uves either Cheats or Fools, that would recommend 
their skill from ſuch vain obſervations. 
11. Fourthly, Now for the eſſential Dignities of 
the Planets, (ith it is nothing but the increale of their 
K 2 innate 
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innate virtue by being in ſuch or ſuch a ſign, and theſe 
being the Signs of that Zodiack, which has no Hea- 
ven, nor is any thing3 it is manifeſt, that the whole 
Dotrine of Eſſential Dignities falls to the ground. 
But we will allo caſt our Eye upon the diſtinct parts 
of this vain Figment. And therefore as to the firſt 
E ſſential Dignity, the Houſe of the Planet ; there 
1s no ſagacious perſon but can eaſily ſmell out the 
meaning of making Leo the Hoxſe of the Su», namely, 
not that that Sign has any virtue to increaſe heat, but 
that the Sun then has been long near the Tropick of 
Cancer, and ſo has more than ordinarily heated the 
Earth by ſo long a (tay in ſo advantageous a poſture. 
And this is it, not the being in his Hox/e then, that 
makes the heat ſo great; for thoſe beyond the other 
Tropick ſure are cold enough. The ſame may be faid 
of Cancer, the Moons Houſe, that 1t 1s poſture, not 
the ature of the place, that makes her virtue more 
then to us, but leſs to our Anteci. From this ſmall 
hint from ſenſe and miſtakes of Reaſon , have they 
without all reaſon and ſenſe beſtowed Hoxjes on the 
reſt of the Planets, * guiding themſelves by the con- 
ceit of the malignity and benignity of Aſpects. Which 
to be a mere figment I have || noted already, it having 
no ground but that raſh joining together of Critical 
days with the AſpeFs of the Moor. 

What a ſmall preferment Aſtrological Exaltat ior 
is, you may underſtand from Albumazar's liberality, 
who amongſt the Planets has advanced the head and 
tail of the Dragon to the ſame Dignity, which yet 
are * nothing elle but interſections of the imaginary 
Circles of the courſe of the Moon and the Ecliptich. 
But of this Dignity I have || ſpoke enough already, 
and therefore I paſs to the next. 

As 
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As for the Terywrozexmpes, Or Lords of the Tri- 
gons , What great pity it was there were not juſt 
eight Planets, * that each Trigox might have had its 
two Con ſul, and Mars not rule (olitarily in his wa- 
tery one ? But the foolery of the Trigons being al- 
ready confuted, I need add nothing further concern- 
ing this Dignity. * ThePrerogative of the Opyx#- 
Topes 15 deſtroyed by that firſt general Argument, the 
partsof the Signs being as fictitiousas the whole. And 
as for the Carpenture or Royal Seat or Throne, it be- 
ing a compound Dignity compacted of the former, 
the parts being but imaginary , 1t 1s evident, that the 
whole is a mere nothing. 

And that Perſona Planete, or Almugea 18 as little, 
appears from hence, in that 4ſpe@ is an empty con- 
ceit, raiſed upon no ſolid: ground , as I have more 
than once already intimated, 

And that the Lord's of the Decanats have but ima- 
ginary Provinces, is again plain, For that their whole 
Zodiack wherein all thoſe Fripperies are lodged, is 
but imaginary , and their Order alſo of aflignation 
upon a falſe Hypotheſis, viz. according to that range- 
ing of the Planets that 1s in Ptolemrie's Syſtem. 

And laſtly, Ganudium , the laſt of the Eſſential 
Dignities, (uppoles two fallitiesz that there are Hox- 
ſes in this fictitious Zodiack, and that Planets are 
Maſculine and Feminine : which ſuppoſition has been 
confuted already. So that all theſe Eſſential Digni- 
ties are devoid of all ſubſtance and reality , and the 
numbering of their particular fortitudes is the telling 
out ſo many nullities tono purpole. 

12, Nor can you hope for a better account of their 
Accidental Dignities. Cazimi, Combuſtion and 


Freeneſs from Combuſtion. How fond and. _ 
at 
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ſtent conceits are they ? For firſt 1t 1s unreaſonable, if 
they know the nature of the Planets, of the 8, and 
of the Celeſtial Yortex, to make a Planet in Cazimi 
to gain five fortitudes : * For beyond the S»# the 
Planet is at the furtheſt diſtance it can be from us : 
and Saturn, Fapiter and Aars, a whole Diameter 
of the Suns Orbit, more diſtant than when 
they are in Oppoſetion to the Sun: and Yerns and 
Mercury half of their own. * Belides, how can their 
virtue paſs the body of the Sun, * or the bearing of 
the Vortex againſt the Planet and againſt us, and all 
the attempts of influence from the Planet not be elu- 
ded? * Again, if C4azimz on this {ide the Sun be 
good, why {hould not beyond the Sun be bad ? And 

if Venus or Mercury in the body of the Sun be ſocon- 

fiderable , * how much more are the Spots of the 

Sur that are far greater? which their ignorance 

could never reckon in the compute of their Dienz- 

ties, Beſides, what wild and diſproportionable jumps 

are theſe, * That Cazimi ſhould be five fortitudes, 

and yet combuſtion , which 1s to be but a little di- 

ſtance from the Sun, ſhould be five debilities ; and 

yet to be free from Combuſtion, that is turther remo- 

ved from the body of the Sun, ſhould be again five 

Fortitudes > Things ſo arbitrarious and groundlels, 

that none but ſick-brain'd perſons can ever believe 

them. 

That alſo is notorioufly fooliſh , * That Satxry, 
Fupiter and Aars from || their Conjuniion with the 
Sun to their Oppoſition ſhould have two fortitudes, 
and from their Oppoſition to Conjun@& ion ihould have 
two debilities. For in a great part of that Semi-Cir- 
cle that carrics from Oppoſition to Conyunction, they 
are far nearer, and therefore much ſtronger than in 
the 
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the beginning of that Semi-Circle that leads from 
their ConjunGion to Oppoſition. 

Morcover thoſe Drgnztzes and Debilities that are 
caſt upon Planets from Dired/9%, Station and Re- 
trogradation, the thing 1s mainly grounded upon a 
miſtake of the Syſtexz of the World, and ignorance 
of the Earths Annual motion, and from an Idiotick 
application of accidents or phraſes amongſt men. And 
therefore becauſe when things ſucceed ill they are 
ſaid to go backwards, and when we are weary we go 
more flow, or ſtand ſtill to breath us, or when we 
are moſt vigorous we run {wiftelt ; therefore muſt 
Station be two debilities, Retrogradation no lel(s than 
five, but Dire@ion mult be five fortitudes: whereas 
in reaſon * $t ation ſhould rather ſeal on the effe& of 
the Planet more (ure. But the truth 1s, a * Planet is 
neither Stationary nor Retrograde truly, butin ap- 
pearance, and therefore theſe Debilities no true 
ones but imaginary. 

The laſt Accidental Dignity 1s Configuration or 


Aſpe@F, the vain grounds whereof have been || alrea- ||5ecSc&.”, 


dy taxed, To which I add, that it is utterly unrea- 
ſonable to conceive, * that Sextile and Trine ſhould 
be good , and yet £xartile that is betwixt both be 
ſtark naught. Nay, it were far more reaſonable to 
conceive, that if ConjunGion and Sextile were good, 
* that £#artile (houid be better than Trime, as being 
further from Oppoſition, and becaule * the Planets 
thus aſpected are in better capacity both of them to 
ſtrike with more dirc& raies on the Earth,than it they 
were in a Trine Aſpect. And therefore I know no 
reaſon imaginable that could move them to have fo 111 
a conceit of 2nartzle Aſpett, but becauſe of the great 


unquietneſsof acute Diſeaſes that happensabougevery 
{eventh 


A Confutation of Aſtrology. Cn a v. xvi. 


||See Chap. 
I 5. Scct.6. 


ſeventh day , which is the time alſo of the Qxartile 
Aſpect of the 2790 + and therefore the whole my- 
ſtery of AſpeFs is to be reſolved into this raſh mul- 
application. 

You have ſcen now how little worth all the Aſtro- 
logical Dignities are; and yet out of theſe huge No- 
things of their fiftitious Art 1s the whole Fabrick 
built of whatever predictions they pretend to: So 
that we may be aſſured that all is vain and ridicu- 
lous. 

13. Concerning their twelve Hoxſes of the Nati- 
vity, the Diviſion is arbitrarious, * and their erect- 
ing of a Scheme ſo many ways,and that with like ſfuc- 
ceſs, an evidence that the ſuccels is not upon Art but 
fortuitous. * The Configuration allo of the Houles 
and thoſe || Septennial yeoroxexmpes or Alfridarii 
do intimate that the whole buſineſs is but a figment, 
going upon that falſe Hypotheſis of Prolemy, That 
the Planets and the Earth have not the Sun to their 
Centre. Put: this 1s not all we have to ſay againſt 
theſe Celeſtial Tenements. * For either the Earth is 
pervious to all the raies of the Planets and Stars, as 
well beneath as above the Horizon , or only they 
above the Horizon ſhed their virtue on the Child. It 
the former be true, all Nativities are alike. If the 


latter, why have they any more than (ix Houſes, and 


why any at all under the Horizon ? And in good 
ſadneſs what is the meaning that their Horoſcope, and 
the fixth Houſe, being Houſes of ſo great concern- 
ment, ſhould be under the Horizon 3 eſpectally when 
they are pleaſed at other times to pronounce; * that 
a Star or Planet that is Vertical 1s moſt efficacious ? 
And can it be thought any thing but a meer phancy 
that led them to make the Horoſcope the Houle of 

lite, 
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life, namely, becauſe the Stars ariſe from thence, and 
are as it were born into the World? whence (as I 
have ſhewed their cuſtom to be in other things) they 
have feigned the reſt of the Houſes at random. And 
that you may {till be more ſure that there is nothing 
in theſe Howſes, (or rather that the Houſes themſclves 
are nothing) they are but the diltribution of that 
imaginary Zodi2ck and Heaven, which (l told you 


| before) the error of Ptolemy brought into the | 


World, into twelve imaginary Sections, beginning at 
the Eaſt point of this Zodiack : So that their Art 1s 
perpetually built upon nothing. 

14. Now for the exact time of the Nativity, that 
one {hould know the very moment when the Child 
1s born, I ſay it 1s a curiolity nothing to the purpole. 
For firlt, 1f the hard and thick Earth be pervious to 
the Rates of Heaven, how ealily may thoſe thin co- 
verings of the Womb be penetrated continually by 
the power of the Stars? and therefore * even then 
1s the Child as much expoſed to them , as when it is 
newly born. Or if it be not 3 why may not it ſome 
moments after its being born, be (till as ltable to their 
influence as in the moment when it was born ? For 
cannot theſe Influences that pierce the very metal- 
line bowels of the Earth, pierce a Childs tender skin 
without any reſiſtance 2 But ſuppoling this curiolity 
to be to the purpo'ez how hard and lubricous a mat- 
ter is it to come to that exaCtnels they pretend to be 
requiſite ? * For firſt they muſt know the exa&t Lon- 
gitude of the place, (a thing of extream uncertainty) 
or clſe the exactnels of time will do them no good. 
And yet again, their atfectation of exactnels ſeems ri- 
diculous, when we cannot well determine the pro- 
per time of his Birth. * For he 1s born by _ 
L an 
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and few or none come out, after firſt they appear, in 
a ſhorter ſpace than half a quarter of an hour. Where- 
fore their head being expoſed to the ſtarry influence, 
why ſhould not that Celeſtial infection pervade their 
whole body ? But ſuppoſe that to be the moment of 
their birth wherein the whole body 1s firſt out, how 
ſhall this moment be known ? By an exact minute 
watch, ſuch as Tycho had, and Sir Chriſtopher Hey- 
don profeiles himiclt to have had , which would ex- 
atly give him the minute and ſecond ſcruple of time. 
But how few Nativity-Caſters can boaſt of the ſame 
priviledge ? Or it they could, to what purpoſe is it, 
when it ſeldom happens that they are in the ſame 
Houſe, much leſs in the ſame room where the party is 
delivered > Whercfore the report of the Midwife 1s 
the beſt certainty they have: and how many Nativi- 
tics have been caſt without ſo much as that ? And yet 
they will confidently predict Fates and Deſtinies upon 
an uncertain time given them, For they can,ſay they, 
correct it, and reduce it to the right moment of the 
Nativity, and that by no leſs than three ſeveral ways; 
by Trutina Hermetis, Animodar, and Accidentia 
Nati : which how bold and groundleſs a boalt it is, 
let us now ſee, 

I5. Trutina Hermetis goes upon this ground, 
That that degree of the Zodiack theMoon 1s 1n at the 
time of Conception, the ſame is the Horoſcope of the 
Nativity. But what a Fooliſh ſubterfuge is this when- 
as the exact time of Conception, is as hard to be 
known as that of the Nativity? And if it were 
known, there 1s yet no certainty, ſome coming ſoon- 
er, ſome later, as every Mother, Nurſe or Midwife 
knows full well ; nor will any of them preſume to 
tell to a day when a Woman ſhall be brought to Bed. 
In 
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In Animodar the Nativity is either Conjun@ional 
or Preventional, that is, either after or before the 
ConjunQion of the Sun and Moon. If the Trterly- 
»ium precede the time of the Birth, the degree is to 
be noted in which it happens; if the Pleniluninmg, 
that degree in which that Luminary is that is above 
the Horizon in the time of Oppoſetzor , the Sun by 
day, the Moon by night. The degrees thus given, -the 
Almuten Almuſteli is to be found out , which is the 
Planet that has moſt Dignities in that place of Oppo- 
ſition or Conjun@ion ; which are Trigon, Houſe, Al- 
titude, PN et TEKt, and Aſpe@. Then the degree 
of the ſign is to be noted, in which the Almuter 


was at the time of the eſtimated birth, ec. For I need — 
drF.2. ap. 


not hold on; enough has already been ſaid to de- |, 


monſtrate the whole proceſs a Ceremonious Foolery. 
For the computation being to be made from the place 
of the 4lmmten Almuſteli, and his Election by Dig- 
nities, and Dignities being nothing but empty phan- 
fies and vanities, as I have already proved, the Cor- 
rection of the Nativity by Animodar mult needs be 
idle and vain. Beſides that, the 4A/mnten being one 
and the ſame, as belonging to one and the fame Con- 
jun&ion or Oppoſition of the Luminaries, how can 
it be a rule to Children born at the ſame times in di- 
verſe Climates? For it is evident, the Horoſcope al- 
ters with the Clime. And laſtly, not only Piczs, a 
Foe to Aſtrology , profeſſes how falſe both this me- 
thod of Animodar, asallo that rule of Hermes 1s,and 
claſhing one with another 3 but Origanss himſelf, a 
Friend to the Art , adviſes us rather to liſten to the 
Relations of Mother Midnight, than to give any 
credit to either of theſe ways. 


The moſt certain way of correcting a Scheme of 
L 2 Natt- 
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Nativity in Origanus his judgment, 1s per Accidenti 
Nati , whether good or bad , as Honours Prefer- 
ments, Gifts, Sickneſs, Impriſonment, Falls, Con- 
ficts, &c. which way notwithi{tanding at the firſt 
ſight is very lubricous. For 1t ts at leaſt diſputable and 
uncertain, whether there be Liberty of Will in man 
or no. But I will venture further, that tor my own 
part, I think it demonſtrable irom inward Senſe, Rea- 
ſon and Holy Writ, that there is free will in men ; 
whence it will neceſlarily follow, £04 wulta acci- 
dunt hominibus pretcr naturam preterg; fatum. 
Diſeaſes therefore, Impriſonments, Diſgraces and Pre- 
ferments may be brought upon us by the free Agency 
of our (clves or others, and that ſooner or later, ac- 
cording as mens Virtues or Vices act. * Which 
takes away all certainty of computation per Acciden- 
f14 Natz. 

16, Belides, that the manner of it 1s very trivolou: 
and ridiculous. For it being threetold, as 0r7g 474; 
has {ct down, Profedtion Annual, Tranſition and Dz- 
redion ; there is none of them that are any thing 
more than mecr phancics and hgments. For what 
can be more vain and 1maginary than their Annual 
Profetion, which makes the Horoſcope and the reſt 
of the Houſes move thirty degrees a Year til! the 
whole period be hiniſhed in twelve ? * Is this Circuit 
of the Nativity-Scheme any where but in their own 
brain ? And then their Predictions or Corrections, 
are by AſpcFs of the Cuſp of the Root with the Cz/ps 
of the p: cient Scheme Calculated for this or that Year, 
And how Aſpedts themlclves are nothing , I have 
agait and again taxen notice. 

And for Trar/ition, what 1s more monſtrous than 
to think that a Planet by palling the ſame place in 

Ti 
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which it ſelf or others Planets were at the Nativity, 
ſhould cauſe ſome notable change in the party born ? 
As if the Planets walked their rounds with perfumed 
Socks, or that they ſmelt ſtronger at the Nativity 
than at other times, and * that another Planet come 
into the trace thereof ſhould exult in the (cent, or 
the ſame increaſe the ſmell : or what is it that can 
adhere in theſe points of Heaven that thePlanets were 
found 1n at the Nativity ? or why 1s not the whole tract 
of the ſame icent,or why not expunged by the pallige 
of other Plancts? But what will not madneſs and etta- 
ſcination make a man phancie to uphold his own pre- 
judiccs? And truly theſe two 0ri24aus himfclt 1s wil- 
ling to quit his hands of, as le{s ſound and allowable: 
but Dire@ion 18 a principai bulinels with him. 
Which yet in good truth will be found as frivo- 
lous as the reſt. For as in Tranſition, lo allo in Di- 
reffion, the great change mult happen wicn a Pl4- 
et, or Cu/ye , or Aſpect come to the place where 
fuch a P/zrnet or Cuſpe were at the Nativity, When 
the Signzficater comes to the place of the Promiſſor, 
then the feat docs not fail to be done. For the Pro- 
#i ſſor 18 conceived a5 immoveable, and1uch as [tands 
ſtill and expeCts the arrival of the Szgnificator : 
* which is a demonſtration that this Prom ſſor 1s etther 
imaginary ſpace or nothing : and which of theſe two 
think you will keep promiſe beſt ? nay, the ſegnifica- 
tor allo, if it be the Horoſcope or any other Houſe, 
is imaginary too, as I have demonſtrated. And it it 
be a Planet, ſeeing yet the Planets move not as a bird 
in the Air, or Filhes in the Waters, but as Cork car- 
ricd down the (tream 5 * it is plain, how this Planet 
never gets tothat part of the Celeſtial matter in which 
the Promijor was at the Nativity , the Prow//or 
ever 
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ever ſliding away with his own matter in which he 
{wims : and therefore if he hath left any virtue be- 
hind him, it muſt again be depoſited in an imaginary 
ſpace. Which is an undeniable Argument that the 
whole myſtery of Dire@;or is imaginary. 
Wherefore if ProfeFion annual, Tranſition and 
DireGion are ſo vain that they ſignifie nothing for- 
ward, how can we from Events (though they ſhould 
be judged and reaſoned from exadtly according to 
the phantaſtick Laws) argue backward an exadt 
indication of the time of the Nativity ? If they could 
have pretended to ſome rules of nature or Aſtronomy 
to have rectified a Geniture by, they had ſaid ſome- 
thing; but this recourſe to their own phantaſtick 
and fictitious Principles provesnothing at all. 

17, And thus have I run through the eighth and 
nintf} Sections of the foregoing Chapter before I was 
aware. And he that has but moderate skill in the ſo- 
lid Principles of natural Philoſophy and Aſtronomy, 
and but a competent patience to liſten to my cloſe 
reaſonings therefrom, cannot but acknowledge, that 
I have fundamentally confuted the whole Art of A4- 
firology, and that he has heard all their fine terms of 
Horoſcope, and the Celeſtial Houſes, Exaltation, 
Triplicity, Trigons, AſpeFs benign and malign, Sta- 
tion, Retrogradation, Combuſtion, Cazimi, Signi- 

ficator, Promiſſor, Apheta, Anereta, Trigonocra- 
tor, Horecrator, Almugea, Almuten, Alcochodon, 
together with the reſt of their ſonorous nothings, to 
have fallen down with a clatter like a pile . 
bones by the battery I have laid againſt them. And 
truly here I would not [ttck to pronouncel have per- 
featly vanquiſhed the Eier:y , did 1 not ſpie a /#tle 
blind Fort, to which thele Fugitives uſually make 
their 
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their eſcape. And ſurely by the Title it ſhould be a 
very (trong one; They call it Experience or 0bſer- 
vation of Events, which they boaſt to be accurately 
agreeable to their predictions, 


OO — 
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Ecauſe the later and wiſer Philoſophers have 
made them as fo many Suns. Anf. As if be- 
cauſe they are Suns, ſayes J.B. (p. 54.) it were ex- 
cuſe enough for them to Stand for Cyphers. Whereas 
ſtanding for Suns the more rather is expeFed from 
them , the Sun being the Prince of all Stars, &c. 
Repl. If they be Suns they cannot ſtand for Cyphers, 
but be of the ſame import that our Sun is, who ad- 
miniſters light and heat to thoſe in his reſpeFive 
Vortex. Neither, it being once admitted, that the 
fixed Stars are Snns, can any one Sun be the Prince 
of all the Stars, but only of the Planets of his own 
Vortex. J.B his ignorance of the Carteſian or rather 
ancient Pythagorick Philoſophy , makes him argue 
ſo weakly in this point. 

Which Hypotheſis our Aſtrologers muſt confute, 
&c. Anſw. The Hypothefts it ſelf, ſayes he, (p. 55.) 
is but a meer conceit without proof, and yet forſooth 
we muſt confute it. Repl. Amongſt the learned in 
Philoſophy , eſpecially the Cartelians, it is ſo wel 
known and generally admitted, that it wanted no 
proof. And it were too long here to inſiſt on it. Let 
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J.B. lay his beloved Aſtrology a while aſide, and 
read Galilzus bis Syltema Coſmicum, or Des-Cartes 
his Principia, or my firlt Epiſtle to V. C. and ther 
l:t him tell me whether the opinion of the fixt Stars 
being Suns be a meer conceit without proof. But 
ſuppoſe them ſo many Suns, ſaith he, and without 
all Influence but light and heat, whom is it that 
they are made to ſhine to or make warm? As for us 
we feel nothing of their heat, and make ten times 
morenſe of a Candle than of their light. Repl. As 
if there were n0 ſenſitive Creatures in this vaſt li- 
quid Fther of the Vniverſe,but the Men and Erutes 
on our Earth. Our Sun having the Satellitium of ſo 
many Plancts of which our Farth is one, why may 
we not rationally conclude , that other Suns have 
Planets about them, at leaſt ſome of them, as well 
as our Sun, as alſo that the Vortices of all the Suns 
or fixt Stars are repleniſhed with IntelleFual Inha- 
bitants, or A#thereal Genii £ And all Genii or 
Angels according to the ancient Cabbala and Primi- 
tive Fathers, having Bodies of ther, or the Cele- 
ſtial matter, and being able to ſee, and in a capa- 
city of having their Bodies conveniently and in- 
conveniently affeited, why may not the Sun mini- 
ſter to the gratiſications of theſe Athereal Inhabi- 
tants, and that be true of the blind Poet, as you call 
him in reproach (who was not the leſs capable of 
Philoſophizing by being bodily blind, ith Demo- 
critus deprived himſelf of hisEye-(ight that he might 
the better Philoſophize) why may not that, T ſay, of 
his be true concerning the Sun, 
"Qprl iy alaytran G3ws Geept nd et BepTaLOV. 
that is to ſay, 
He roſe to ſhine to Gods as well as Men, 

And 
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And it is in it (elf highly probable 3 foraſmuch 
as the Earth as well as Saturn, Jupiter, &c. Anſw. 
Tt is highly probable, and that's the utmoſt of his 
Argument, ſayes ]. B. (p. 56.) and yet how confi- 
dently he concludes, That this firſt general pretenſe 
7s utterly enervated ! Repl. What a vain Inſulta- 
tion is here over the modeſt; of an expreſſion, though 
backed with little l:ſ; than a Demonſtration fron 
the proof and acknowledgment that our Earth is a 
Planet as well as thoſe other ſo called? And the 
Earth being habitable and created to that end, un- 
leſs Nature be defeFive , what leſs can be ſurmiſed 
of the reſt of the Planets, eſpecially thoſe that are 
called Primary Plancts? And if the Secondary Pla- 
nets as the Moon which the Pythagoreans called 
Army lor, which is as much as Terra ex oppolito 
ſita (and the ſpots in it ſhew, that there is Water 
or Sea there as well as Land) be habitable as ſome 
contend ſhe is,much more thePrimary. Theſe things 
are highly rational to them that have reaſon , but 
men of phancy phancie things as it happens. But 
J. B. goes on. But what ſays he, if the Earth were 
certainly a Planet, and the Planets Saturn, Jupiter, 
Ec. were all Mothers of living Creatnres as well as 
the Earth, what is all this to the purpoſe ® God 
made the Stars for us and to influence us, &c. Repl. 
But if they be Mothers of living Creatures, it is 
manifeſt they were not made for ns alone. Nor does 
it follow they being made alſo for us, that they 
were made in an Aſtrological ſenſe to 1nfluence xs, 
but to be marks of time and ſerviceable to Chrono- 
logy, and to exerciſe the wit of man in making 09- 
ſervations touching their courſes, which is the Art 
of Aſtronomy. So that it is manifeſt, that they have 
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manifold uſes, partly in regard of others, and part- 
ly in regard of our ſelves , without Aſtrological In- 
fluence, end that therefore the force of this firſt 
general pretenſe of the Aſtrologians is defeated, 
Seft. 2, Yet becauſe all this variety reaches every 
point of the Earth, the product would be the fame, 
&c. Anſ. The DoGor knoweth, ſaith he (p. 60.) 
that the Weapon-ſalve points meerly at one wound, 
viz. that which the Weapon made, beſmeared now 
with that ſalve, and be there ten thouſand wounds 
between, yet it miſſeth them all. And ſo may he as 
well conceive, that the influence of every ſtar and 
of every part of Heaven, does not like Water ſcatter 
it ſelf into all pores of the Earth as it flies along, 
but though one Star may have more than Millions 
of Influences (which it they have, what need fo 
many Stars) going at once, yet as the Weapon: ſalve, 
ſends it forth each unto its proper objeF, and al 
this without diverſifying the Farth or any part 
thereof. Repl. This is very pretty in good ſooth, 
but altogether as impertinent. Tt does not reach 
the caſe nor the defence of Sir Chriſtopher Heydon's 
Argument , which is the thing in hand. He would 
prove the neceſſity of variety of Influence of the 
Stars from the Non-variety , Simplicity or Homo- 
geneity of the parts of the Water and Earth. Where- 
fore ]. B. his reaſoning is upon a quite contrary ſup- 
poſition to Sir Chriſtopher's, whoſe Argument yet he 
pretends to defend. And then releaſing him from 
his obligation to Sir Chriſtopher, whom he has ſer- 
ved ſuch a ſlippery trick as to ſlide quite from the 
concern of his cauſe, what is this inſtance of the 
IWeapon-ſalve which I mention in my Immortality of 
the Soul, Book 2. Ch. 10. Sed. 7. to the Influence of 
the 
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the Stars in aConception or Nativity? Which Con 
ception is a pure Cryſtalline homogeneous liquor, as 
Dr. Harvey deſcribes it, unvaricgated of it ſelf,and 
fo be variegated or modified by the Stars. But the 
wound is modified already to cauſe a peculiar ſym- 
pathy betwixt it and the Weapon-ſalve on the knife 
that made it. Wherefore there being no premodifi- 
cation in the Conception , but it being to be modi- 
fied by the Stars, and the Stars by reaſon of the 
ſeraplicity of it, reaching it by their Influence alike, 
can give no peculiar modification unto it. And ſo 
for the Nativity it ſelf. Foraſmuch I ſay as it is 
ſuppoſed, that whoever is born under ſuch a preciſe 
Poſiture of the Heavens , is impreſſed preciſely by 
ſuch an Influence, it is plain, that the difference 
of impreſſuon he is modified with, is not at all from 
himſelf but from that particular Poſiture ofthe Hea- 
wvens at his birth, and therefore cannot be reſolved 
into this Principle of diſlinFive ſympathy. And 
indeed, if the difference of modification of the 
Birth, came not from the Stars, but from the Birth 
it ſelf, as the healing of the wound from being the 
wonnd of ſuch a knife with ſalve upon it, this would 
aeſtroy the very pretenſe of Aitrology, which diffe- 
renceth the Birth according to the difference of the 
Schemes of Heaven, And therefore the diſtin#ion 
nt being in the Birth, it is liable to be impreſt upon 
by all the Stars alike. 

The Celeſtial Matter is every where and the Earth 
fwims in it, &c. Anſ. Neither the Earth, ſays }. B. 
(p. 58.) nor the Air about it can be ſo ſituated as to 
ſwim all parts of it at once in the Celeſtial matter, 
much leſs to apply every part of the Earth to its 


proper Inſtrument of nature, ſo as to be wrought by 
M 2 it 
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it with an immediate Conjun@ion, but theſe pro- 
dudtions here below muſt neceſſarily be cauſed by the 
ativity of remote Inſtruments and their Influences, 
&c. And theſe Inſiruments, as remote as they are, 
that they may ſend down their Influence to the 
Earth, he would prove from the Polar Star, which 
draws the Magnetical Needles pointing upon it ſelf 
from the utmoſt Southern Coaſts, And from the 
working of the Weapon: ſalve at a great diſtance by 
Sympathy. This is the main of what he alledges a- 
gainſs this paſſage. Repl. The former part whereof 
is from his being not (killed in the Cartcſian Philo- 
ſophy, and his want of rightly conceiving what the 
Celeftial matter is, it being a ſubſtance ſo ſubtile, 
that it will paſs the wery pores of glaſs, much more 
of Air, and Water and Earth, ſo that all parts of 
this TerraqueousGlobe, together with its Atmoſphere, 
is eaſily underſtood to ſwim in the Celeſtial matter, 
it penetrating throughout. And this is the moſt 
immediate material Inſtrument of Nature, that is 
to ſay,of the Omniform Spirit of Nature, that guides 
and modifies the groſs matter according to certain 
vital Laws the Creator of all things hath indued 
it with. $0 that we need not have recourſe to thoſe 
remote Inſtruments for the produ@ion of the varie- 
ties of things below, and himſelf avows there is 
ſuch a ſpirit of the World, and acknowledges it to 
be Vegetative or Plaſtical, but the delicacy of his 
phancy it ſeems carries him out to ſuch remote In- 
ſtruments of Generation according to the Proverb, 
That far fetcht and dear bought is good for Ladies, 
And for the myſtery of the Load ſtone I will refer him 
to Gilbert and Des Cartes, in whoſe Philoſophy be 
will find rationally aſſerted, that the Magnetical 
Particles, 
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Particles, which the Cartelians call the particulas 
Striatas, come from a certain part of the Heaven, 
and canſe this poſture of the Earth's Axis, and of the 
Magnetical Needles accordingly. But if J. B. has 
been ſo profoundly taken up with his Divine Science 
of Aſtrology, as to negle# Philoſophy, theſe brief 
Annotations will not afford ſpace to inſtru hin. 
therein. But in the mean time he may take notice, 
that ſome ſew certain effets from the Heavens, that 
are conſtant and palpable, are no warrant for the 
uncertain, flight and imaginary pretences of Aſtrg- 
logy. And as for the ſympathy of the Weapon-ſalve, 
how little it makes to his Aſtrological purpoſe T have 
ſhewn above , and that its diſtinctive ſymphathy is 
ill applyed to the free Influence of the Stars, their 
operation being determinative not determined 3 
Nativities. And that there are de facto any ſuch 
remote Influences, beſides thoſe that are conſtant 
and palpable, his own conceſſion of the Spirit of the 
World ſhews to be vain and needleſs. 

Sed. 3. Melt the Air and vapours into an infinu- 
ating liquidneſs, &c. Anf. Well but which way, 
ſays ]. B. (p. 42.) gets this liquidneſs into the 
Brains or Eyes of living Creatures * Repl. How 
come wooden Doors to be ſo much /welled in a moi 
Air 2 Why may not the ſubtile :10i5ture of the Air 
thus liquified by the moderate beams of the Moon, 
inſinuate it ſelf into the Head, Erains and Eyes of 
Animal:1,as well as ordinary moiſture doth in rainy 
weather into wooden Doors £ Certainly there are as 
open paſſages to the Brains and Eyes of living Crea- 
tures as there are into the body of wood, and more 
open too. 

If they were ſo placed that their Diſcus _ 
cecm 
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ſeem of equal bigneſs with the Moon's, &c. From this 
paſſage }. B. (p. 48.) would colle# that T grant 
that Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, Venus and Mercury, have 
indeed Aftrological Influences in them , but that 
they only want proximity to diſcover them. But for 
the matter of proximity , ſayes he, the DoGor it 
ſeems is yet to learn how the Heavenly Bodies are 
neither helped by proximity, nor hindred by longin- 
quity in the exerciſe of their power, or in the pour- 
ing down of their Influences. It ſeems either he had 
forgotten , or did not know that the farther the 
Moon is from the Sun the greater is the light ſhe 
receives from him, and the nearer ſhe is to him, ſhe 
receives Still leſs and leſs. Repl. But as for the 
moiifening faculty of the Moon, I deny that it is 
any Aſtrological Tnfluence , I having given ſo appa- 
rent reaſon of the Phxnomenon. And that of the 
Flux and Reflux , we ſhall conſider it in the next 
SeFion, and therefore if Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, Ve- 
nus ad Mercury, ſhould exhibit any ſuch effeÞ as 
the moiit Moon by their proximity, it were not pro- 
perly Aſtrological. But for that Aſtrological Axiome 
of his, that the Heavenly Bodies are neither helped 
by proximity , nor hindred by longinquity , it is 
point-blank againſt what he writes ('p. 21.) where 
his expreſs words are theſe. All Aſtrologers do hold 
the Moon to be the neareſt to us, and nimbleſt ply- 
ing about us above all other Planets, and therefore 
to have more powerful effects upon us than any other 
Planet has. And then for his Argument, it is ut- 
terly falſe, nay the thing is quite contrary. For the 
Moon, the nearer ſhe is the Sun, the more ſhe is illu- 
minated, according to the known principles of Op- 
ticks, though by reaſon of her poſuture the light is 


leſs 
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leſs refleFed to us. But it ſeems ). B. was yet to 
learn that Optick Maxime, That a round opaque 
body, whoſe diameter is leſs than that of a round 
lucid body, the nearer it approaches the lucid body 
the more it is illuminated. 

But it is inſufferable folly to argue from ſuch both 
reaſonable and palpable effects of the Moon, e*c. 
Anſ. if the Moon, ſays }. B. (p. 60.) which is one 
Planet, have ſuch and ſuch Influences, which are ſo 
apparent that they cannot be denied, what hinders 
but that it may aptly follow, that her fellow Pla- 
nets may have Influences too, &c. Repl, The fel- 
low Planets of the Moon are all ſecondary Planets, 
ſhe being of that Claſſis and attending her primary 
Planet the Earth, and ſo the concluſion is rational 
enough for her fellow Planets, that is, the ſecondary 
Planets, that they may have ſome palpable effets on 
their own Primary Planets, as this (econdary Planet 
the Moon has on its primary Planet the Earth. But 
it does not hence follow, that other Planets ſo far 
removed and of ſo ſmall an appearance, have any ef- 
fe@ on our Planet to cauſe any conſiderable change to 
any thing there. 

Sect. 4. That the Ellipſis of the Celeſtial matter is 
ſtreightned by the Moon's body , which makes the 
Ether flow more ſwift, which 1s a plain and mecha- 
nical ſolution of the Phxnomenon, &>c. In anſwer 
to this ſeFion, ]. B. (Pp. 44, 45, 46, 47.) by reaſor 
of his not being acquainted with either Gilbert de 
Magnete, or, which is of moſt conſequence, with the 
Theory of the Flux and Reflux of the Sea in Des 
Cartes his Principles, Part. 4. Artic. 49, 50, KC. and 
of the Magnet, Artic. 145, 146, &C. be is ſo be- 


wildered in his phancies and reaſonings , that it 
would 
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would be too operoſe a buſineſs to reduce him into 
the way. It is not worth the while for me to read 
Philoſophy Ledures to him , but T deſire that him- 
ſelf would jet ſo much time apart from the Divine 
Science of Altrology, as to be vacant a while to the 


ſindy of theſe Theories in Natural Philoſophy. And 


then I don't deſpair but that he will diſcern the ſ0- 
lidity of what IT return in anſwer to the experiment 
of the Loadſtone, and to this Phenomen of the Flux 
and Reflux of the Sea depending on the courſe of 
the Moon. IT will only advertiſe thus much by the 
by, that whereas T ſay, it is a plain and mechani- 
cal ſolution of the Phenomenon, the ſenſe is, That 
this mechanical way of ſolution makes the DoFrine 
of the Flux and Reflux, plain and intelligible, But 
that it is not merely Mechanical, IT have ſhewed in 
#y Enchiridion Metaphylicum, cap. 14 Of which 
the natural upſhot is, that the Laws of the Aitus 
marinus are executed ſympathetically and 1ynener- 
getically by the ſpirit of the World, and by the body 
of the Moon Mechanically as by his Inſtrument,and 
not by any ſirange Influence from her. And ſo the 
ſpirit of +he World i# Magnetical Phenomenons a&ts 
Synenergetically and ſympathetically from zt ſelf, but 
mechanically by thoſe initruments of bis operation, 
the Magnetick Particles which Carteltus cas the 
particulz {triatz. 

SeF. 5. Know very well that theſe Phxnomena 
are not real but ſeeming, exc. Anf. Here }. B. (p.62.) 
But however ſeeming, ſayes he, this Station and Re- 
trogradation zs, by experience ſuch is it found unto 
us as if it were really ſo. And a little above he ſays, 
It is well known that we Aſirologers underſtand the 
Phenomenon beyond miſiake. Repl. But did your 
great 


CH ay. xvi. A Confutation of Aſtrology. 


85 


great Author Ptolemy underſtand it ? And your 
Rules went upon the faith of his Hypotheſis. And 
what was taken upon this ground, credulity phan- 
ſeed afterward to be confirmed by experience. 

SeF. 6. That neither the Dog-ſtar, Ar@urur, the 


Hyades, nor Orion, &c. Touching this notion of 


ours of the nature of theſe Stars or Conſtellations, 
J.B. ſpends almoſt three whole pages, 63, 64, 65. 
But the main lies in a very little room. For as 
touching Arcturus, the Hyades and Orion, be quotes 
Job 38. 31. Canſt thou bind the ſweet Influences of 
the Pleiades, or looſe the bands of Orion >? Canſt 
thou bring forth Mazaroth in his ſeaſon, or canſt thou 
guide Arcturus with his Sons? This is in Job, which 
is acknowledged to be an highly Rhetorical Poem, 
and therefore to uſe ſuch figures of ſpeech as other 
Poetry does , and accordingly it is expounded by 
ſober Interpreters. 

Wherefore not taking notice of ).B. hts confound- 
ing of Hyades and Pleiades, as if they were the 
fame, I ſhall ſet down Grotius his Gloſs, and it is 
the ſenſe of Vatablus, and other Interpreters. Can(t 
thou bind the ſweet Influences (the Hebrew word is 
my Deliciz imply, there 7+ nothing of Influence 
in the word ) of the Pleiades ? Which are a pr 
of little Stars in Taurus a vernal ſign, in which 
when the Sun is, it is Spring. Whence Grotius gloſ- 
ſes it thus, PotEſne impedire Hlores vernos Vergilia- 
rum? And looſe the bands of Orion? The Hebrew 
word is 02 which Hierom tranſ/ates, Orion ſydus 
hybernum, ſeys Grotius, Eſt autem frigoris conſtrin- 
gere. And, Orioz tempore hyberno aſlurgit, ſayes 
Vatablus, and adds this ſhort gloſs on this laſt part 
of the Verſe, Efficiclne, ſays he, ut tempore hyberno 

N flores 
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Horcs erumpant 2 And Grotius, Poteriſne tu ruſticis 
ficultatem dare laborandi ubi labores Orion inhibet ? 
Ent this co »ſtr iction of cold is attributed to Orion, 
b:cauſe when he riſe: Achronychally the Sun is in bis 
Winter ſigner. Sothat it is really the abſence of the 
Sun, or his lowne{; 'jS that occahons this cold. But to 
fancy ary Stars ef iently and polutively to cauſe 
cold, ir as exiravagant and ridiculous as that c 
ceit of Paraccltus, ttat imagined that it was not 
the abſence of the Sun but certain Tencorificous 
Stars that cauſed Night. But now as for Arcturus, 
there is nothing touching him but kis motion. And 
the ſenſe of both the Verſes put together is only this, 
Cant thunu change the ſeaſons of Summer and Win- 
ter, or is it thou that mikeſt Mazaroth, viz. the 
twelve ſrgns of the Zodiack to aſcend, ani giideſt 
Arcturus with the leſſer Stars about him in their 
Circuit * Bat of Aitrologic al Influence in the Hes 
brew Text there is not one y1 Ilable. 

And, as to the Pleiades and Orion is attributed 
what really belongs to the ſite of the Sur, ſo is it 
alſo in the Dog-(tar, whatever ]. Þ. will pretend to 
the contrary. which IT will give you in his own 
words, Pp: 64,65 But when the Do@or, ſays he.doth 
thus entail the heat and cold to the place of the Sun, 
he forgets how that in Ptolemie's time, when the 
Dog-days were long ſince obſerved, they happened ir 
May and June, a whole month | vefore what they do 
ow. And therefore had the ſultry ſeaſon pert ained 
to the Sun only after he had heated the Earth, how 
came it to paſs that in thoſe olden days it happe ned 
fo ſoon ere the Sun came to its full heat £ Or why is 
it that this ſultry Air goes along with the Dog as 
he meets with the Sun, and thit varying as "the 

Dog 
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Dog Uarzes, and not fixing fo any pornt ofthe Suns 
Circle £ Repl. That the Dog-days ſhould happen in 
Ptolemie's time a whole month before they do now, 
is not likely. For Timocharts,who lived about three 
hundred and thirty Years before Chriſt obſerved 
Azemech or Spica Virginis to be placed inthe begin- 
ning of the 23. digrte of Virgo. And two hundred 
Tears after Abrachis, who uſually is called Hippar- 
chus, obſerved the ſame Star to be in the beginning 
of phe 25.degree of Virgo. IWhence it is concluded, 
that the motion of the Calum (tellatum, to ſpeak in 
the Ptolemaick language, moves from Weſt to Eaſt 
about one degree in an hundred Tears. And from 
that time and Ptolemie's, who was a little Junior to 
Hipparchus, to this day, it has got but to the 18, 
degree of Libra. So that from Ptolemie's 17422 to 
this it has not gone pa'ſing 23. degrees, which falls 
ſhort about a fourth part of a month. And therefore 
reckoning from the ig. of July, to the 26. of June, 
it will want ſome 25. days of having the Dog-days 
begin in any part of May, and in thoſe hotter Coun- 
tries, where Ptolemy lived, it is no wonder that 
the Sun being entred ſo many degrees into Cancer, 
ſhould cauſe very hot weather though the Dog-ſtar 
ſtand for a Cypher in the Caje. But hy reaſon of the 
Sun's heat coming into that $i2n, Concer is called, 
though figuratively, yet judiciouſly, the burning 
Crabb by Dionyſus After i» his Geographical 
Poem. 
Awaru xal wry ir ailltoe auouy Or ailwr, 
that is to 4}, 

Round in the Heavens is whirl'd the burning Crabb, 
But here let ]. B. give me leave to ak him whether 
he thinks that when the Dog-Star and the Sun join 

2 forces 
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forces together, that our Antacl feel any ſuch ſultry 
heat. And for my own part T have obſerved more 
ſultry hat weather before the Dog-days as they are 
now placed, than in them. So that this ſultry heat 
is by no ſtring tied to the Dog s Collar. And becauſe 
he will have Adam and Seth Aſtrologers, I deſire to 
know of him whether in their Almanacks (Treckor- 
ing according to his account, that makes the Dogs 
days in May, in Ptolemies time, which therefore 
would be in March in thoſe olden times) whether, 
I ſay, in the Month of March in Adam or Seth's Al- 
manack it was writ down, Weather hot and 
{ultry. 

Which is no more myſterious than the Zg yptiar's 
and Livia's Maids of Honour hatching of Eggs with- 
out the help of the Hen, ec. Here ]. B. (p.51, 52, 
53.) makes long but weak ambagious Steps toward 
an anſwer, but the moſt pertinent part of it is this, 
That in theſe Eggs there was a ſeed of life fore-pre- 
pared by the Influence of the Sun and Moon, and 
other Planets, inſomuch that nothing was wanting 
but heat only to perſe@ the ai of producing the 
fruit. And that that very heat too, whereby they 
were produced , was influenced by the quickening 
and qualifying faculty of the Sun. Repl. This is 
the main, and ſhews that my Antagoniſt can phanſie 
rather any thing than diſphanſte his Divine Science 
of Aſtrology, or be brought out of conceit with it. 
For certainly he muSt have a wonderful peremptory 
phancy, that can imagine that Plaſtick power, which 
is in the ſeed of Animals or their Conception, to be 
he mere Influence of the Stars, as if they guided 
the work into Organization. And as needleſs; a 
pDancy.it is with ). B. he acknowledging a lpirit of 

Nature 
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Nature and arguing better for it, than for any 
thing that I ſee he manages in his whole Book, 
Wherefore there being a Plaltick Power, whether the 
ſpirit of nature, or proper to the ſoul »\ the Animal 
it ſelf, what needs any other vivifick power but 
this and a well moderated heat to make the matter 
more pliable to the operations of the Plaſtick por 
it £ What ever is beſides this is precarious and 
114 4ginary. 

Se&. 7. Becauſe they might obſerve ſome more 
ſenſible mutation in the Air and Earth at the Sun's 
entring into Aries, &-c. Anf. There are ſome, ſaith 
]. B. (p. 66.) who are not ſatisfied with this rea- 
ſon, if that were all, becauſe there is the like ſenſible 
mutation at his entrance into Cancer, Libra and. 
Capricorn. Repl. Who thoſe ſome are I know not, 
But Origanus Part. 3. de effed. cap. 4. writes ex- 
preſly thus. Sol exaltatur in Ariete, quia cum id Sig- 
num ingreditur , in ſeptentrionalem mundi partem 
ſupra Xquatorem exſurgens, calorem vivificum, quo 
in ſubjectam Terram ac Animantium corpora agit, 
vehementer intendit, luciſq; diurnz ſenſibile incre- 
mentum efficit. And Dariot ſpeaks to the like pur- 
poſe in his Judicial Aſtrology, Chap. 5. And it is 
evident to ſenſc that mutations are not ſo notable, 
either in Cancer, Libra, or Capricorn, as in Aries, 
when the World ſeems to awaken into a natural Res 
ſurreFion. 

Omnia tunc florent, tunc eſtnova Temporis Xtas. 
as Ovid (fat. lib. 1.) argues it with Janus, for the 
beginning of the Tear with Spring. 

To make Leo the Houſe of the Sun, his heat being 
then the moſt ſenſible, and Cancer the Houſe of the 


Moon, becauſe ſhe would then be moſt vertical to 
us, 
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us, &c. Anf. As for Leo, [25s ]. B. (p. 66.) if that 
were Sol's Houſe only for his ſen/tble heat there, wh 
then was not Capricorn the Moon's Houſe becauſe of 
ber ſenſible cold there, ſhe being a Planet as much 
delighted incoldneſs as the Sun in heat & And as 
for Cancer, were that the Moons Houſe only becau fe 
there ſhe is moſt vertical, why then was not Cancer 
Sols Houſe too, becauſe he 7s alſo moſt vertical there 
as well as the Moon £ And if that were all, how 
is it that the Moon doth not change her Houſes as 
ſhe hath to do with the change of Countries, ſecing 
that in ſome places ſhe is vertical in Gemini, and 
elſewhere in Taurus and Aries. But had the DoGor 
a little better peruſed Ptolemy, or the Arabians, or 
Origanus, whom he ſometimes quotes, he would have 
found that Cancer is generally efteemed the Moons 
Houſe, as well in thoſe Countries where ſhe is not 
Vertical, as where ſhe is. And that Leo is the 
Houſe of the Sun, as well there where he has leſs 
. heat as where he has moſt. Repl. Full Moon in Ca- 

pricorn cauſes no more cold than full Moon in Can- 
cer, nor ſo much I trow. For if ſh? be in the full in 
Capricorn, the Sun muſt be in Cancer, and then I 
think |]. B. will acknowledge it hot enough. But 
full Moon in Cancer ſuppoſes the Sun in Capricorn, 
and therefore I ſhould think her cold and moiſt In- 
fluence ſhould be moſt ſenſible then, though T be not 
ſo deeply Studied in this Divine Science of AStro- 
logy as . B, And that Cancer is not Sol's Houſe, 
though he be more Vertical to ws ther, is, becauſe the 
effets of his heat are more ſenſible in Leq than in 
Cancer, as alſo the Moon's in Cancer more thax any 
where elſe. And therefore theſe two Signs are with 
faireſt colour conſtituted the Houſes, the one of the 
Moon, 
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Moon, the other of the Sun, and they the proper 
oingitr 3mm: of them. But that the Moon's being 
more vertical to us in Cancer;ſtould make that Sign 
her Houſe, does not at all infer that her Houſes 
ſhould change with the change of Countries, to 
which any Sign is Vertical. And }).B. is to remen- 
ber that his Divine Art of Aſtrology was invented 
by them that liv d on this [7 le the Tropick of Can- 
cer, anc that to all thoſ: of this ide that Tropick 
the Moon is moſt vertical in that Sign, that is, is 
the neareſt to them , but the inventers of the Art 
were not concerned for any that liv'd in the Torrid 
Lone or beyond it. And I would have ).B. to con- 
ſider, where he ſays, that Leo is the Houſe of the 
Sur, as well in thoſe Countries where he has leſs 
heat as where he has moſt, wicther the Tuhbabitants 
of the Temperate Zone beyond the Tropick of Capri- 
corn, if they had made an Aſtrology, would ever 
have conſtituted Leo the Houſe of the Sun, his 
heat being ſo inconſiderable. to them when be is 
there. 

They have without either fear or wit beltowed 
Houſes, two apiece, upon the relt of the Planets. ec. 
Anſ. That there is the very ſame reaſon (p. 68.) why 
Aquarius ſhonld be the Houſe of Saturn, as he him- 
ſelf alledges, why Leo ſhould be the Houſe of the 
Sun. And as mnch rrafon why Capricorn ſhould be 
the other Houſe of Saturn, as he affirms why Cancer 
ſhould be the Moon's Houſe. For if the hotteſt Pla- 
net may have that Houſe where is at hottest; why 
may not the cold:rſt Planet have that Houſe where he 
is the coldejl? And if the Moon who is a friend 
of Nature, may be Houſed in the moſt vertical 8ign, 
why mey not Saturn who is the Enemy of Nature, 
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dwell in the moſt unvertical? And a little after in 
the ſame page: Why does he charge us to have no 
reaſon for the Houſes of the other Planets, beſides 
the Sun and Moon 2 For if he had arked we could 
have told him reaſon enough. Repl. But T anſwer 
firſt, that it is not ſo apparent that Saturn is cold, 
as that the Sun is hot, but tis only the Aſtrologers 
imagination; nor that Saturn 3s ſuch an Enemy to 
Nature, as it is that the Moon is friendly to her hy 
her kindly moiſture. And beſides, this account 
does not reach down to the reſt of the Planets. 
But I perceive J. B. has other reaſons in his 
budget if he would produce them, nor do I queſtion 
but they are thoſe that Origanus and Dariot offer, 
the latter, Aſtrolog. Judicial. Chap. 4. the former, 
Part. 3. de Effe&t. Cap. 4. Briefly therefore Saturn 
has Aquarius and Capricorn for his two Houſes, be- 
cauſe he being a malign Planet his two Honſes are 
to be in a malign AſpeF to the Houſes of Sol and 
Luna, and Capricorn 3s in Oppoſition to Leo, and 
Aquarius to Cancer. But Sagittarius and Pilces be- 
holding the Lion and Crabb with a Trine Aſpe@, 
are the Houſes of the benign Planet Jupiter. But 
Aries and Scorpio beholding the Crabb and Lion 
with a Quartile 4ſpeF, which is a malign Aſpe@F, 
are the Houſes of Mars who is no friend to Nature. 
And Taurus and Libra which are in Sextile Aſpe@ to 
Cancer and Leo, which is a benign Aſped&, are the 
Houſes of Venus, ſhe being more friendly to Nature. 
And laſily, Mercury has for his Houſes Gemini and 
Virgo, becauſe they behold the Houſes of the two 
Luminaries with no AſpeF, neither benign nor ma- 
lign, as he himſelf is a Planet neither good nor bad 
of himſelf, but ſuch as he keeps Company with. And 
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is not this a trim diſtribution of the Houſes among 
the Planets ? But yet it ſeems ſuch, as ). B. himſelf 
thought would not hold water, elſe why did he not 
produce it ? If the benignity and malignity, as well 
of AſpeFs as the Planets , were ſolidly made ont, 
this account were handſome, and had ſome ſhew of 
congruity in it; but theſe being imaginary figments, 
not grounded upon reaſon and certain experience, 
to give ſuch an account of things,is but cum ratione 
ineptire. 

And then another thing happening, though inde- 
pendent on the courſe of the Moon, namely, that 
every ſeventh day in an acute Diſeaſe is Critical, e>c. 
Anſw, As for acute Diſeaſes, ſaith ). B.(p. 67.) all 
men are not apt to believe the DoGtor , that every 
ſeventh day they are ſo Critical and Stirring, &c. 
Repl. Whether all will believe me or no I know not, 
but that this has been an ancient tradition, that 
every ſeventh day from the beginning of an acute 
Diſeaſe is Critical, you may read in A.Gellius, Nod. 
Attic. lib. 3. cap. 10. who calls them dies uermus 
or u.e4ius. And that famous Phyſitian Daniel Sen- 
nertus, i# his Chapter de Caulis Dierum Criticorum 
writes thus, and 1 ſnppoſe pretty well to the tooth of 
]. B. himſelf. Quantas Luna, ſays he, in Conjun- 
tionibus, Oppoſitionibus & Quadraturis mutationes 
in inferioribus hiſce efficiat notiffimum eſt. And ther 
a little below, Non (ine cauſa ſtatuitur, Lunam etiam 
in morbis infignes quaſdam mutationes excitare 1N 11s 
locis, quz locum in quo Luna initio morbl tuit Qua- 
drato vel Oppoſito radio afpiciat, & cim eouſq)z pro- 
greſla ſit, ut novam pz» & inſignem luminis mutatio- 
nem ſubeat. Criſes tamen fortiores ſunt ubi ſeptena- 
rii exaCt? incidunt in Lunz quadras. . And laſtly, 
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Quocunqz ergo die, ſays he, in morbum quis inci- 
dat,in primo morbi inſultu conjunctio quaſi fit Morbi 
& Lunz. Hinc ubi tria ſigna emenſa eſt Luna ſeu go 
gradus peragravit, & primum quadratum attigit, pri- 
mus fit dies Criticus. Ubi ſex (igna ſeu 1820 gradus 
peragravit, oppoſitimq Signum atrigit,fſecundus dies 
Criticus incipit. Ubi ab oppoſlito Signo ad ſecundum 
Quadratum pervenit, tertius Criticus initium ſumit (i 
eouſq; extendatur morbus. Where it 7s pl 1inly aſſer- 
ted by Sennertus, that every ſeventh day in A. Gel- 
lius bis ſenſe and mine, is Critical, though moſt 
Critical of a/ when the very ConjunGion of the Moon 
falls in with the beginning of the Diſeaſe, or with 
the beginning of ſome quarter of the Moon. 

But from hence may any ſagaciows perſon eaſily 
ſmell out, that the Phaſes of the Moon were the ſhop 
wherein this Conceit of the AlpeCts of the Planets 
was forged , and the natural determination of the 
Criſes of acute Diſeaſes to Septenaries, gave that 
unfortunate CharaGer of malignity to the Quartile 
Aſpe# and Oppoſition. For that there is no real 
malignity in the Moon's Oppolitional AſpeF more 
than in her Conjunctional, appears by the frequent 
preſcribing Aledicines about the time the Moon is in 
Conjunction 4d Oppoſition. But the ſeventh day 
being Critical, and the night before the Crilis happens 
being moſt troubleſome and painful, according to 
that known Aphoriſm, Nox ante Crilin eſt moleſtif- 
ima, hence Oppoſition and Quartile , firſt in the 
Moon, and then in all the reſt of the Planets and 
parts of Heaven, have been phanſied inauſpicious or 
mmalign. And that it is the Critical days indepen- 
dent of the Moon, that has given occaſion of phan-« 
ſying this malignity in the AſpeJs of Quartile and 
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Oppoſition, is plain from that paſſage in Sennertus, 
In primo inſultu morbi conjunctio quaſi fit Morbi & 
Lune, and then they number by thoſe Criticai Septena- 
ries,that anſwer to the ſeven days of the Moon's Quar- 
ters, as if the Moon were in Quartile 4ſp-& and then 
in Oppoſition in reference to the beginning of the Diſ: 
eaſe. Which plainly betrays the Im.:ginarineſ; of 
the buſineſs as to the Moon and her AipeGts, as alſo 
the Imaginarineſs of the malignity or benignity of 
Aſtrological AſpeFs in general ;, the Critical Septe- 
naries depending nothing on the Moon but on the 
Nature of the Diſeaſe, no more than the Paroxyſmes 
of a Tertian or Quartan do of the Moon, but of the 
Nature of theſe Diſeaſes. Theſe things can't but 
ſeem plain to thoſe that are not effaſcinated with 
AFﬀfrological prejudices. 

SeF. 8. The Planets being but heaps of dead mat- 
ter, much like that of the Earth, and having no 
light but what they refle& from the Sun, &c. Here 
J. B. (p. 69, 70, 71.) rifles egregionſly and flutters 
in empty words, of which the moſt weighty are thoſe 
that pretend that I only think lo, as if the Aſſer- 
tion were without proof, or as if it were my private 
conceit, whenas there is no Philoſopher of note now 
adays, but thinks the Planets as inert and opaque 
Maſjes of matter as our Earth is, the Earth it ſelf 
ſo apparently approving it ſelf to be a Planet by 
moving about the Sun as other Planets do. And 
]. B. himſelf in that paſſage ſeems to acknowledge 
the Moon to be opaque. The Moon, ſays he, has no 
innate light but what ſhe borrows, this is reaſona- 
ble and palpable, but what reaſon or experience can 
deprehend th:t Saturn, Jupiter, Mars and Mercury, 
muſt therefyre have none alſos Repl. It was wiſely 
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or luckily done of the man that he left out the men- 
tion of Venus, in whom Philoſophers obſerve ſo pal- 
pably ſuch Phaſes as are obſerved in the Moon. And 
ſhe moreover is a Primary Planet. So that it is ma- 
zif:ſt, that two Primary Planets are opaque : to ſay 
nothing of Mercury in whom ſuch like Phales have 
been alſo noted by ſome, though not with like confi- 
dence. Bnt his body appearing blackiſh when he ig 
in the Diſcus of the Sun, as well as the Moon's body 
does, it is a plain Argument of his Opacity. 
Wherefore four of the Planets b:ing found opaque, 
viz. the Moon, Mercury, Venus, and our Earth, it 
fairly leads to the belief that Saturn, Jupiter, and 
Mars, are ſo too, ſth it cannot be expeded of them 
by reaſon of their ſituation, that they ſhould either 
be ſeen in the Diſcus of theSun,or exhibit ſuch Phaſes 
a the Moon. But Mercury ſhining with the briskeſt 
raies , and Saturn with the dulleſt, the one being 
the neareſt, the other the remoteſt from the Sun, it 
is a ſign their light is mutuatitious and borrowed 
from him. Theſe hints are ſufficient and beyond a 
Think ſo, to aſſure ns that all the Planets properly 
fo called are opaque. But }. B. had rather think or 
unthink any thing than that his beloved Aſtrology 
ſhould be thought a Foolery, as it will undoubtedly 
be ſo thought by all wiſe men and conſiderate. But he 
will at laſt allow them opaque (p.71.) and yet pre- 
tends to gain by the bargain,becauſe they are thereby 
more nearly apt to ſute with and make impreſſion 
vpon our bodies, which are neither Light nor Air, 
but rather Earth, whence, ſays he, the Planets are 
the greateit Agents at leaſt, if not the nobleſt bodiez. 
Rept. As if opaque bodies at ſuch a vaſt diſtance 
aGed by wuirtue of their ſumilitude. No more than 
one 
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one bullet of lead at a diſtance ats upon another. 
And what Influence more than a Bullet of lead has 
our Earth, or any other Planet beyond their Atmo- 
ſpheres? Beſides that there is a great deal of Fire 
and Air in mens Conſtitutions , or elſe they could 
not ſo nimbly weild their bodies of Earth. 
Then that of the fixt Stars which ſhine not with 
borrowed but innate light, &*c. To this ). B. anſwers 
Cp. 71.) That is the DoGors think fo touching the 
innate light of the Stars. For he has no other proof. 
Repl. And who I beſeech you ever thought other- 
wiſe? $0 that there was no need of any proof. The 
lieht of the Planets we ſee depend of the Sun. But no 
ſuch diſcovery is made of the fixt Stars. Nay it is 
impoſſible they ſhould be illuminated by the Sun ſo 
far diſtant from them, that if we were where they 
are, the Sun would ſeem no bigger than an ordinary 
Star. What light therefore could ſuch a ſolitary Star 
afford when ſo many put together afford ſo little 
light in the night? Beſides it is a thing well known 
amongſt the beſt Philoſophers, that the fixt Stars 
are ſo many Suns, they being fixt as he s £ Where- 
fore if our Sun have innate light,the fixt Stars have 
innate light alſo. 
the fixt Stars which is not obſerved in the Planets, 
is another Argument of their innate Light. And 
he muſt be blind in the myiteries of Philoſophy that 
does not ſee the reaſonableneſs of theſe things. 
Define” the Sun to be hot and moilt rather than 
drying, &c. Anſ. I will not ſay, ſays he (p. 72.) the 
Do@or lies, but I am ſare it's falſe that he ſays, 
Aſtrologers holding no ſuch thing, as that either the 
Eun is hot and moift , or that Mars is parchingly 
dry. Repl. And yet that famous Aſtrologer David 
Origa- 


And laſily, the Scintillation of 
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Origanus, expreſly declares, that the Sun is not ve- 
hementer ficcus quoniam quaſ1 humido juogitur, Bu# 
that Mars does ex(iccare & arefacere, & in calefaci- 
endo urere. What in Latin can be more ſignificant 
of what we have declared in Engliſh £ See what we 
have ſaid upon Ch. 15. Sc. 2. 

All the Planets are opaque bodies, and what ever 
their colour be are as cold as Earth, ec. Here agair 
J.B. ſwaggeringly denies (p. 83.) the Planets to be 
opaque bodies, but I have proved them already to 
be opaque, ſo that T need inſiſt no further thereon. 
And whereas he would inſinuate that in | all the 
Planets] I do imply the Sun, tis a mere cavil, the 
Planets that move about the Sun being peculiarly 
called Planets, and the Sun improperly as being 
fixt, and having no Planetary motion at all. 

And fince from theſe they are reputed (namely 
from the firſt qualities) benign or malign, maſculine 
or feminine, ec. Anl. Here ſays ]. B. (p. 83.) the 
conſequence is unſuſſerable , that if the Planets be 
opaque bodies they cannot be Male and Female. 
Aſh-Trees are opaque bodies without diſpute, and 
get by all Herbariſts are allowed to be Male and Fe- 
male, &c. Repl. He makes here a fooliſh conſe- 
quence of his own, and then Tragically exclaims 
egainſt it, as if I were the Author of it. I no where 
ſay, if the Planets be opaque bodies they cannot be 
Aale and Females; but that iince Aſirologers account 
the Planets Male ans! Female from thoſe firſt qualities 
phanſied in them without ary reaſon , the grounds 
of this diitinTion into Male and Female failing, 
the Aftrologica! diſtinFiin it ſ-If neceſſarily jails. 
So that all the cour/e 5:\fſcondry he uſes in thi: page 
returns upon nimfeclf. But (Pp. 72.) to repair the 
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loſs of the firſt qualities in the Planets he will not 
have Mars hot and dry as is the Sun. or as Fire, but 
as Pepper or Salt, Repl. Certainly ]. B. muſt have a 
long neck or a long tongue toreach ataſt of the Pla- 
net Mars to perceive it has a ſmack of Salt or Pep- 
per, which is as true as that the Mocn is made of 
green Cheeſe. Which if it were, the Salt or Pepper 
of Mars were excel/ent CorreFives of the Phlegma- 
tickneſs thereof, that it may the ealilicr digest in 
an Aſtrologers Stomach. But in good ſadneſs, how 
can we be more aſſured of this Salt or Pepper in 
Mars , or internal cold in Saturn, than of the Ele- 
mental heat or cold in either So evident is it,that 
theſe are pitiful ſubterfuges, and that the whole 
diſtinion of Planets into hot and cold, and con- 
ſequently into Maſculine aud Feminine, is @ meer 
phancie. 

Se&. 9. For that hidden Influence which governs 
all, would reach to all points, &c. Here }. B. Zas re- 
courſe again to the Weapon-ſalve (p. 74.) and to 
the Magnetical Particles. But I have ſo j-ffici-atly 
baffled this evaſion upon SeQt. 2. of this Chapter,that 
T need ſay nothing here, 

Sed. 10. That of the Fiery, Earthy, Watery, and 
Aiery Trigons, is more notorious, &c. In this Se- 
Fion, becauſe I ſeem to beſiow a ſilent ſmile or two 
upon the pretty conceits of Dr. Dariot,aud Sir Chri- 
ſtopher Heydon, of the one in Phyſich, the other in 
Hu:bandry, in obſerving theſe Triplicities 3 J. B, 
CP. 77, 78.) takes occaſion to play the Robin good 
Fellow, or laughing Goblin at ſuch a rate, and to 
raiſe ſuch Horſe-play, that if the Pariſh of this 
n= of Gods Word, as he fliles himſelf ſhould 
fſpie him in ſuch a vain pickle and ſcandalons a" 
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of levity , they would be tempted much to deſpiſe 
his perſon for his fond buffoondry and idle mirth, 
as all ſound Philoſophers would be aſham'd of him 
to ſee him ſo triumphantly exulting in his own groſs 
ignorance and unskilfulneſs in matters of Philoſo- 
phy. That I ſmiled at the conceived virtues of the 
above ſaid T riplicities,which Dr.Dariot and Sir Chri- 
ſtopher attribute to them, is from my firm aſſurance, 
that they are placed in no ſubjeF but the imagina- 
tion of the Aitrologer, there being no ſuch Zodiack 
in Heaven, or as I have ſaid already, no Heaven 
for that Zodiack, which is divided into theſe Tri- 
plicities. For #0 make a diſtin® Impreſſion of the 


ae IG 


% - 
" , \ - 
# % 
# 
# 
* 
a © þ A 
SS 2 s 
.. 
FP _ # 
<. 
— — 


— 


- 


p_ 
po_— th. 
_— 


- 
- 
P— 


Cu av.xvi 4 Confutation of Aſtrology. 


truth of the caſe upon the Readers mind, and upon 
). B.'s foo, if it be pezetrable or impreſſible, I ſhall 
ſet forth the miitake of theſe Aſtrologers by this 
plain Scheme. Where A BC is their ſuppoſed Hea- 
ven, that does not move from Weſt to Eaſt, and in 
which the Todiack caſt into four Triplicities, is ima- 
gined to be. The Fiery Triplicity is V, 91, 7, the 
Watery, S,"", X, the Airy T, =,, the Earthy, 
&, m,w,DEF 7s the Calum ltellatum, where the 
real ſigns of the Lodiack, namely the Conſtellations 
called Aries, Taurus, Gemini, ec. are fo be ſeer,and 
from whence the other had their names. For cer- 
tainly they gave the names to theſe viſible Conſtel- 
lations before they were given to that inviſible Hea- 
ven, which T ſay is only imaginary. And this Coe- 
lum ſtellatum ix Ariſtotle's t3##7e was accounted the 
Primum Mobile that did not recede from Weſt to 
Eaſt. And therefore the Zodiack of the Calum Stel- 
latum ther and this imaginary Lodiack was al 
one, that is, there was no Zodiack conceiv'd, but 
this of the Ccxlum ſtellatum. And conſequently the 
ſuppoſed Aſtrological Influences were neceſſarily at- 
tributed to the Signs of the Todiack of this Cae- 
lum ſtellatum. And indeed from whence ſhould 
they be conceived to come, but from this viſible 

Heaven © 
But by reaſon of the Anticipation of the Xqui- 
noxes, 4 Phenomenon, whoſe cauſe is to be reſolved 
into the motion of the Earth, the unskilful in Phi- 
loſophy raſbly collected theſe two things. 1. That 
there was a motion of the Ccelum (tellatum. from Weſt 
to Eaſt. 2. And then a Primum Mobile that had 
only a dinrnal motion, not any from Weſt to Eaſt, 
in which a fixt Zodiack was, wherein the courſe of 
P the 
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the Sun obſerved his Cardinal points, and did not 
anticipate. And this is the AStrologers Zodiack 
divided into Triplicities or Trigons, the main Baſis 
of their Art for Houſes and Triplicitics, which if it 
had any truth in it when they uſed the real Signs of 
the Zodiack of the Calum (tellatum, mui? now ne- 
ceſſarily be judged wain and ridiculous. For now 
for Example, the Fiery Trigon is not the real Aries, 
Leo, Sagittarius ix the Calum (tellatum, DEF, bat 
the imaginary one "\, 8\, 7, in the Figure above de- 
ſeribed, and ſo of the refl. Whence it is plain, that 
when Dr. Dariot and Sir Chriſtopher attribute ſuch 
virtues to ſuch a Triplicity , they miſs almoſt a 
whole Sign in their account, pitching upon AD for 
DG, and ſo of the reſt, if you reſpe# the Calum 
ſtellatum, and ſo they put one Triplicity for another, 
the Watery Trigon for the Fiery, and ſnppoſe Aries 
the Horoſcop. when 'tis Piſces. And if you reſpe@ a 
Heaven diſtin@® from the Calum ſtellatum, which 
was forged npon the ignorance of the true cauſe of 
the Anticipation of the Kquinoxes, they do yet toto 
ca1o errare, that fiFitions Heaven being a mere mi- 
take as all Philoſophers now of any note are well 
aſſured of And therefore I think any underſtand- 
ing man may well ſmile at theſe ſweet conceits of 
Dr. Dariot and Sir Chriſtopher, touching the uſe 
and obſervation of the Heavenly Trigons in Phyſick 
and Huibandry. 

That there is no ſuch Zodiack in Heaven, or if you 
will no Heaven for ſuch a Zodiack, ec. Anf. This 
is a very confident one, ſays he, ('p. 75.) all Aſtro- 
momers agreeing to the contrary that there is ſuch 
an one, &c. Repl. I ſjeak of that Zodiack which 
Clavius and other Ptolemaick Aſtronomers __ Zo- 

cus 
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diacus Fixus, and conceive to be iz the Primum Mo- 
bile, and whoſe Signs do not recede from Weſt to 
Eaſt, as thoſe of the Cexlum ſtellatum are ſaid to do. 
And I beſeech ). B. to tell me if all Aſtronomers 
agree that there is ſuch an one. No Copernican car: 
without a contradidion to his profeſſion admit of 
ſuch a Todiack, But this Zodiack is the ſubje@ of 
theſe four famons Triplicities of Aſtrologers. Which 
therefore for all the pudder ). B. makes (Þp.75, 76.) 
are plainly deprehended to be a mere figment, a con- 
ceit at leaſt worth a ſmiling at,if not laughing ont- 
right. If J. B. had but read the firſt rudiments of 
Aftronomy in Johannes de Sacro Boſco , he might 
eaſily underſtand the frength of my Argument, but 
he ſeems to ſindy Aſtrology in an implicit Faith, 
and to be either of a ſlow Saturnine Perception, or 
elſe an exerciſed Shuffler off of ſuch reaſons as him- 
ſelf cannot but be convinced of, that they are unan- 
ſwerable. 

SeF. 11. Guiding themſelves by the conceit of 
the Benignity and Malignity of the Aſpefts, ec. 
Anſ. Thus ſtrangely, ſays ). B. (p. 79.) abounds the 
Do@or in his own ſenſe, concluding all the utmoſt 
of our reaſonings not to extend one tittle farther 
than juſt ar he imagines, &c. Repl. That theſe 
AſpeFs, their Benignity and Malignity , are the 
grounds of conferring ſuch Houſes upon ſuch Planets, 
is manifeſt both out of Dariot and out of Origanus. 
For after the Aſtrologers had a ſigned Leo for the 
Houſe of the Sun, and Cancer for the Houſe of the 
Moon ( «#»donbtedly for the reaſons IT have alledged 
in this Sefion) and they looking upon theſe two 
Luminaries as the Parents of Generation and 
Friends to Nature, Saturn being a malign Planet, 
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they gave him two Houſes in a malign Aſped to the 
Houſes of theMoonand of theSun,namely they aſſegn- 
ed to him Capricorn and Aquarius. But Jupiter who is 
a benigu Planet , has Sagittarius azd i 1(ces for his 
Houſes , becauſe they behold the Lyon and Crabb 
with a benign Aſpe@& , namely, with Trine. But 
Mars being. a malign Planet, Aries and Scorpio are 
his Houſes,becauſe they behold Cancer and Leo with 
a malign AſpedG, viz. that of a Quartile. But of this 
T having ſpoken ſo fully upon Set. 7. I need give no 
further intimations here, ſaving only to remind the 
Reader, that I having above made it good againſt 
]. B. that Aſpefts are a mere phancy, it plainly fol- 
lows, that the aſſignment of Houſes to the Planets, 
upon that ground, muſt be a mere phancy alſo. 
Nothing but InterſeCtions of the imaginary Circles 
of the courſe of the Moon and the Ecliptick, ec. 
Here ].B. (p. 79.) inſtead of| InterſeFions of ima- 
ginary Circles] puts | imaginaryCircles] and is ſo 
fond himſelf, or would make me ſo fond as to call 
the Caput and Cauda Draconis, 7mraginary .Circles, 
whenas they are the ſame with the Nodi, which are 
points rather than Circles. They are the Inter ſeFi- 
ons, or as it were points of the InterſeFtions of two 
imaginary Circles. Such a nullity are they of them- 
ſelves, and yet forſooth they muſt have their Exal- 


tation. For which empty conceit he brings only the 


bare pretence of a ſound Argument, that is Expe- 
rience, Which is impoſſable to diſcover to be from 
the Caput Draconis it ſelf, ſuppoſe in Gemini, zf the 
Moon be not near that Node, or to conceive the 
Node it ſelf, which is a mere imaginary thing, and 
only a phancying that in that place the Moon has or 
will cut the Ecliptick, to have any.effed, unleſs ſhe 
be 


> ce. a 


nn - 


Cu ay. xvi. 4 Confutation of Aſtrology. 


be a cutting it, and then it is the Moon not the No- 
dus that gives the effe@, if there be any, And let 
J. B. if he can, produce any Aſtrological authentich 
Record where it has been diſcovered that the mere 
Nodes themſelves , or Caput and Cauda Draconis, 
have had their diſtin® effe® and did not ſtand for 
Cyphers. 

That each Trigon might have its twoConſuls, and 
Mars not rule ſolitarily in his watery one, ec. Anſ. 
This is like a man, ſays ).B.(p. 81.) that would con- 
ſute the Dofrine of the Antipodes by crying [ Piſh] 
Repl. Ar if there were no force of Argument in this 
paſſage , becauſe ). B. is either ſo blind as that he 
cannot ſee it, or ſo perverſe that he will not ſee it. 
For whereas it is a Maxime in Philoſophy, That Na- 
ture is neither wanting in neceſſaries, nor affects ſu- 
perfluities, ſurely if this buſineſs of Trigons and Tri- 
gonocratores were 4 real thing in Nature and not a 
mere phancy of Aſtrologers, ſhe would not have been 
ſo ſuperfluous as to have ſurniſht three of the Trigons 
with two Lords apiece, or ſo defeFive as to afford 
but one to the fourth. For if one will ſerve one Tri- 
gon, it is ſaperfluous to have two, and if two be re- 
quiſite, "tis a defe to have but one. 

The Prerogative of the Horecratorez 1s deſtroyed 
by that firſt general Argument, &c. An. When the 
Dofor is at a full point, ſays he (p. 81.) as his 
Ha, ha, will extend no further, then flies be to the 


- main ſhift that there is no Todiack, &*c. And a lit- 


tle after, Tet for certain there is an Heaven as no 
body can deny. Repl. It is to me a wonder , that 
J: B. ſbould have- ſo little 5k;ll in the firſt Rudiments 
of his own profeſſed Art, which ſuppoſes a Heaven 


diſtin from the Starry Heaven , which T ſay is a 
fiditions 


' 
iT 
I 
. 
| 


"= a as 
GD ——— 


10 


y 


A Confutation of Aſtrology. C u a v. xvi. 


fiftitions Heaven, and the Zodiack fiTitious init; 
or yet ſo little Conſcience, that underſtanding this, 
and that I oppoſe this fititious Heaven only, wkich 
has a Lodiack that is ſaid not to have a motion 
from Weſt to Eaſt, as the Starry Heaven's Zodiack is 
ſaid to have, he ſhould play the bufſoon for almoſt 
two pages together to prove there is a real Heaven, 
and that it is diviſible into parts, and that theſe 
parts are real, which neither T nor any one elſe will 
deny, but the weakneſs of his cauſe puts him upon 
fach ſorry and ſordid tricks. 

But being conſcious to himſelf of his inability of 
anſwering my confutation of the reſt of the eſſential 
Dignities as well as the former, he ſhuffles all off 
(p. 82.) with ſaying,the DoGor goes madly on in 2 
kind of Enthuſtaſtich, humonr , that the Heaven js 
nothing, and the parts of Heaven is nothing, whereby 
I would deitroy the reſt of the Eſſential Dignities. 
Repl. But that that Heaven on which theſe Eſſential 
Dignities are founded, is nothing , T have noted a- 
bove, that the beſt Philoſophers are now agreed upon 
it, aud that the Zodiacus fixus, diſtin from the 
Zodiack of the Starry Heaven, is a figment forged 
in the dark ſhop of the groſs ignorance of the true 
Syſtem of the World. And TI would have }. B. ſeri- 
onſly to conſider that truth T hinted , That in Ari- 
ſtotles time there was only one Zodiack , which was 
that of the Starry Heaven, whoſe real Signs gave 


names to that fiditious one that Aſirologers now 


build their Houſes upon, and that therefore that 
aucient and venerable divine ſcience of Aſtrolog y, 
which J. B. would have & old as Adam or Seth, d3- 
vided the Starry Heavens Lodiack into twelve Hou- 
ſer, and ſuppoſed the peculiar virtue of each Houſe 
placed 
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placed there in each Sign of the Starry Heaven. 
From whence it will follow, that our modern Aſftro- 
logers building their Houſes on that Todiacus im- 
mobilis, or fixus, and the Zodiacus mobilis of the 
fFarry Heaven having receded ſince thoſe older 
times, at leaſt two whole Signs from Weſt to Eaſt, 
(and the antique Aſtrology conveighed out of the 
Memoirs »f Adam when he was in Innocency, being 
the moſt holy, ſacred, certain, and authentich Aſtro- 
logy) T1 fay it will follow that our modern Aſtrolo- 
gers, and }].B. good man amongſt the ret, do err 
no leſs than two whole Signs in all their Aſtrulogi- 
cal Calculations. This is a morſel that T leave to 
J. B. to chamble in his month to ſee how he reliſhes 
it, or to ſwallow it down as a Pill to purge ont the 
Aſtrological humonr, if it may happily cure his ſick 
mind and rid him of this malady. 

Se@. 12. For beyond the Sun the Planet 1s at the 
fartheſt diſtance it can be from us, ec. Anl. The di- 
flance of ſituation, ſages he (p. 84.) can no ways 
impede the force of the Planets operation, as is ap- 
parently ſeen by the Moon,which never receives more 
light and force of Solar virtze than when fhe is far. 
theft from him. Repl. Sith all created Beings are 
of a finite virtue, it 17 impoſſible but that the 
Spheres of their operation mnſt be finite, and there- 
fore according as they are more and more diftant 
from the obje@F, their virtue beleſs and leſs. Again, 
he contradi@s his own ſelf and the vote of Aitrolo- 
gers, as I have noted above. For p.21. he writes 
thus : AP Aſtrologers do hold the Maon 10 be the 
neareſt to us, and nimbleſt plying about us above all 
other Planets , and therefore to have more powerful 
effetFs upon us than any other Planet. Which yet is 4 
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perfe# contradiFion to what he ſays p. 48. viz. 
The Door it ſeems is yet to learn how the Heavenly 
Bodies are neither helped by proximity, nor hindred 
by longinquity in the exerciſe of their powers, &c. 
Thus vacillant and contradiGionus to himſelf i: ].B. 
but the Aftrologers are on my ſide, as appears by the 
former citation, and if that will not ſuffice, I will 
alſo add the particular authority of Origanus, who 
De EffeQibus Part. 3. Cap. 1. writes thus, Omnes 
Planetz juxta Excentrici & Epicycli Apogeum mino- 
rem efficaciam habent & Aerem minus movent. In 
oppoſito autem Augis robuſtiores ſunt, Aeremq; va- 
Iidius turbant. Omne enim Agens naturale tanto va- 
lidius agit quanto proximius eſt paſſo. hich is 
point-blank againſt ). B. 
' But his Inſtance of the Moons having moſt light 

at the greateſt diſtance from the Sun, heals his cre- 
dit again. And of this Example he is ſo fond that 
he could not ſtay but brought it in in another place 
as well as here, viz. p.49. where he ſays, I either had 
forgotten or did not know, that the further the Moon 
is from the Sun, the greater is the light ſhe receives 
from him, and the nearer ſhe is to him ſhe receives 
ftill leſs and leſs. But this ſhows J. B. his groſs igno- 
rance in Opticks, as I have noted above. Nor did 1 
forget but ever knew to the contrary, even from my 
youth,when I wrote my Philoſophical Poems, namely, 
That the Moon the nearer ſhe is the Sun the more 
light ſhe receives, as T have expreſſed it in my Ply- 
chathanafia, Book 1. Cant. 2. Stanz. 7. 

Nor being hid after my monthly wane, 

Long keppen back from your expecting light, 
Dull damps and darkneſs do my beauty ſtain; 
When none [ ſhew,then have I the moſt light : 

Nearer 
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Nearer to Phebus more am bedight 
With his fair rays. And better to confute 
All vain ſuſpicion of my worſer plight, 
Mark aye my Face after my cloſe (alute 
With that ſharp-witted Godileeml not more acute? 


Wherefore it is as clear as the Sun, that }. B. has 
ſaid nothing to the purpoſe hitherto in his 4nſwer 
to my confutation of this firſt Accidental Dignity 
called Cazimi. 

Beſides, how can their virtue paſs the body of the 
Sun, &c. An. The Sun is a thin and pure body as 
the Air, &c. Repl. But it is an hot conſuming body 
being as it were a boiling fire, as they that have 
made the moſt accurate obſervations of him have 
deſcribed him, and the Maculz are his ſcum, How 
can then the Influential vapours of a Planet pierce 
his body, and not be ſpertt and loſt ? 

Or the bearing of the Yortex againſt the Planet, 
&-c. Anſ. He ſays, the Planets in Conjundtion do 
comply and not at all claſh Trfluences. Repl. I had 
thought that that had been a peculiar. humour of 
Mercury to be ſo ſociable and compliable with that 
Planet he is conjoined. But beſides this, Though 
the bearing of the Vortex againſt us is no ſuch mat- 
ter, yet it bearing againſt the Planet, and transfur 
ſing a CeleStial ſtream of moſt ſubtile matter againſt 
it, carries away the Planets Influence from us, as a 
contrary wind does odours and ſounds. 

If Cazimi on this ſide the Sun be good , why 
ſhould not beyond the Sun be bad? Anf. Becauſe, 
ſays he, Cazimi works a perfe# compliance betwixt 
the Sun and the Planets in Cazimi. Repl. Learn- 
edly ſpoken! It is ſo, becauſe it is ſo. Abody is 
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white by whiteneſs , black by blackneſs, Hoolibus 
and Shooſi1bus, as Sir Kenhelm Digby pleaſantly ap- 
plies that Conntry ſtory. But T leave }. B. to exco- 
gitate a better anſwer to this preſent difficulty. The 
ſubtile matter flowing from the Sun, and driving 
the Effluvia of the Planet in Cazimi on this (ide of 
the Sun upon us, if this be good how can Cazimi be- 
yond the Sun be good, the fiream of the ſubtile mat- 
ter from the Sun driving the cfi\uvia from us 2 That 
is the point, conlider it at leiſure. 

How much more are the ſpots of the Sun that arc 
far greater, &c. Anf. Here ]. B. gives us a tuſt of 
his education and elegancy of wit. Does not every 
Scullion-Girl, ſays he 'p. 85.) know the difference 
betwixt a blemiſh and a beauty-ſpot, though both at 
once on the ſame face ? Repl. I confeſs I never con- 
ver ſe with Scullion Girls to know the extent of their 
capacity ard judgment; if |. B. does, I exvy hin 
not that piece of curioſity of knowledge. That and 
Aſtrology together may ſtrike far to the making up 
a compleat Gentleman. But now as to the fitneſs of 
the compariſon, I would know of }. B. touching the 
Macula Solaris, and the Planet in Dilco Solis , ſup- 
poſe Venus or Mercury, which is the Blemiſh and 
which the Beauty-ſpot, or what he means by a Beauty- 
ſpot, an artificial black patch, or ſome Nzvus in 
Venereslet him conſult with hi;Sibyl in the Kitchen 
to be able to give a right anſwer to theſe Queries, 
and then TI ſhall give him a more full reply. But he 
flills holds on, which 1did not obſerve, and makes 
his Sibyl of the Kitchen wiſer and wiſer 5 adding, 
Or between a mere dead Patch and an operative 
Plaiſter : what a diſcerning Girl is this ! But to 
avoid ambages T ſhall ark }. B. himſelf which - " 
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dead patch and which the operative Plailter. And 
methinks 1 hear him promptly anſwer, the dead 
Patch are the Maculz Solares, and the operative 
Plaiſter the Bodies of Mercury and Venus in Cazimi 
on this ſide the Sun. How well the Bodies of Mer- 
cury and Venus, which are as round as any muſtard 
Ball, and God knows how many thouſand miles di- 
ſtant from the face of the Sun,reſcmble a flat ſpread 
plaiſter applied immediately to the face of any Male 
or Female, I dare refer to his ſtale Girl, or Sibyl of 
the Kitchen. But as for the Philoſophy of his An- 
ſwer, that the Maculz Solares are dead Patches, zt 
is an unihilful ſuppoſition of his,and contradi@ions 
to his own profeſſion, that allows a Soul or Plaſtick 
Spirit of the World, which implies, that all the mat- 
ter of the Univerſe is enlivened, and thoſe ſpots aſ- 
ſuredly as much as either Venus or Mercury (which 
are no more alive than our Earth) and therefore as 
fit for Aſtrological Influence as either Mercury or 
Venus. But for ſuch a Caput mortuum as ſoxee Chy- 
miſts phancy, there is none ſuch in Rerum Natura, 
unleſs it be the heads of thoſe that are devoid of wit 
and judgment. 

That Cazimi {ſhould be five Fortitudes, and yet 
Combuſtion which is to be but a little diſtance from 
the Sun, ſhould be five Debilities, &c. To ſhuffle off 
this invincible Argument he abounds with ſamili- 
tudes, as if he were unacquainted with that trite 
Aphoriſm, Similta non probant. But that T may not 
be tedious, I will bring only one of them into view, 
there being the ſame reaſon of the reif. And indeed 
: it is a ſweet one ond remark 1\le one. Behold, ſayes 
he (p. 86.) but the Roſy buſh, how it is ſet with now 
a ſweet Roſe , and next an offenſive Prickle, and 
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then a Roſe again. Repl. And even ſo there muſt 
be three Fairy Circles about the Sun, one of Forti- 
tudes, the next of Debilities, and the third of For- 
titudes again. For the Earth moving about the Sun 
there is neceſſity of whole Circles of this difference 
to go about the Sun to ſalve the ſuppoſed Aſtrologi- 
cal Phenomenon. Nay moreover there muſt be twice 
three ſuch Circles 5 the one three for Mercury, the 
other for Venus, and thrice three ſuch for the ſuperior 
Planets, yet all this will not do. For the Circles of 
the Planets are the ſame in Caziml as out of it, and 
if in Cazimi by reaſon of the Circle there all to be- 
ffrewed with Roſes, it have five Fortitudes, it be- 
ing ſtill as much as ever it was in the ſame Circle, 
removed from Cazimi, it muit have five Fortitudes 
ftill. ' $othat }. B. his Roſy compariſon withers to 
nothing:To let paſs here his contradidion to himſelf, 
who in his Hagiaſtrologia, plainly affirms the Hea- 
ven to be a moſt ſimple and clear body like to refined 
Cryſtal, which is inconſiſtent with this Heteroge- 
neity, which to ſtop a gap be has introduced in this 
place. And laſily, how Homogeneal the Celeſtial 
matter is, the Carteſian Philoſophy does well ſet out 
to them that have a capacity to underitand it. 

That Saturn, Jupiter and. Mars from their Con- 
junGion with the Sun to their Oppoſition, &c. An. 
Here he bewrays more of his old ignorance. Says he 
Cp.86.) As if the Fortitudes of Planets flood in the 
nearzeſs of their diſtance, &c. Repl. But that it 
is none of my ignorance but his that be does not 
think ar Ido, IT have ſufficiently prov'd above, and 
therefore need ſay nothing further here. 

Station ſhould rather ſeal on the efte& of the Pla- 
net more ſure. Anſ. Experience, ſays he (p. 87.) 
and 
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and reaſon joined together do evidence the con- 
trary, namely, that a Stationary Planet is ſtanded 
in the Influence of his virtnes as well as of his 
body during that Station. This is his Anſwer entire, 
Repl. But as for reaſon he brings none unleſs he 
thinks that a reaſon, That becauſe the Influence is 
then (tanded as he calls it, it is called the Station 
of the Planet from thence. When as by the conſent 
of all Aſtronomers a Planct is ſaid to beStationary, 
becauſe he ſcems to ſtand Still as to any motion 
from Weſt to Eaſt. And as for experience, as F ſaid 
above, let him bring any authentick Aſtrological 
Record whence it does appear that a Planet for being 
Stationary was clogged with two Debilities, And 
the truth ir, the Annual Motion, as I may ſo call it, 
of the Planets , eſpecially the ſuperiour, is ſo flow, 
and their Diurnal in compariſon ſo exceeding ſwift, 
that it is incredible that the modifications of their 
Annual Motion by Station, Direction, or Retrogra- 
dation, ſhould ſignifie any thing. 

Is neither Stationary nor Retrograde truly but in 
appearance, &c. Anf. It is not ſo, ſays be (p.87.) 
For although the Planet of it ſelf make no returns, 
but is always moving diretly on, yet going round 
his Circle after he has paſt his utmoſt diſtance,as we 
ſtand,he real; returns upon us in his perambulation, 
and the time between this going on and return is 
unto us 4 real Station , his motion1looking upon us 
for ſome days altogether from the ſame point. This 
is his entire Anſwer in his own words where- 
by he would prove that there is 4 real Retro- 
gradation and Station in the Planets, which is his 
firſt Anſwer. But he has another which Twill give 


you alſo in hit own words : But however, ſays he, 
| were 
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were the Retrogradation and Station 0 more but ir: 
a mere appearance, yet it does not follow but the De- 
bilities ariſing from that appearance, ſhall be real 
and not imaginary. Repl. But as touching the firſt, 
Tadare: ſay he had no diſtin@ notion of what he ut- 
ter d, though he give his ſuffrage for Copernicus, Ha- 
giaſtrolog. p. 83. and if he ever knew, had forgot 
the nature of the Station and Retrogradation of the 
Planets, This Anſwer of his being incumbred with 
ſuch groſs abſurdities and harſh repugnancies to theſe 
Aſtronomical Phanomens. For by this account 
which is taken from the circular perambulation of 
the Planet it ſelf in its own courſe (ecundum ordi- 
nem Signorum, which may by. Analogy be called the 
Annus of that Planet, or Annual courſe thereof, Ju- 
piter ſuppoſe ſhall make but two Stations and one Re- 
trogradation ## the ſpace of twelve years, when as 
he makes twelve Retrogradations i# that times, and 
Saturn who in thirty years makes about thirty Re- 
trogradations, and ſixty Stations, ſhall make but two 
Stations and one Retrogradation i that time. Which 
groſs ignorance of ]. B. makes me ſuſpet that he 
bore himſelf merely upon his faculty of ſordid and 
foul language when he adventured to publiſh this 
pretended Anſwer to my Contutation of the vain Art 
of Aſtrology. 

And to do the man all right that may be, as being 
ſomething conſcious to himſelf of his own confuſed 
ignorance in the preſent point, not knowing whether 
bis firſt Anſwer was ſenſe or non-ſenſe, he offers at 
a ſecond, wherein he ſayes, were the Station and 
Retrogradation vo more but in mere appearance, yet 
it does not folluw but the Debilities ariſing from 
that appearance ſhall be real and not imaginary. 


Repl, 
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Repl. But I beſeech you. Mr. ). B. how do you prove 
that there do ariſe any ſuch Debilitics from that ap: 
pearance £ If there were any ſuch Debilities ariſing, 
it wonld follow they were real not imaginary. But 
how can any thing real ariſe from what is mere ap- 
pearance, unleſs it be that the ſubjcF it as upon be 
a perceptive ſubjet, and the ation or impreſs upon 


it be quatenus perceptive : as the mere appearance of 


truth in the Divine or Sacred Science of Aſtrology, 
fo deemed by }. B. has hid a real effe@ of intoxi- 
cating all his faculties both moral and intelleFual, 
hereof this preſcnt Book of his is an ample teſt i- 
mony. But that Station or Retrogradation of Planets 
that is in mere appearance &r imaginary ſhould have 
any real eff 9; WOO the Nativity of Infants, who 
have no imazination thereof, is as perfed a contra- 
dition, as if one ſhould ſay there is an efte& with- 
out any caule. But ]. Þ. it ſeeras is ſo taken up with 
his Divine Science of Aſtrology derived to us fron 
the ſacred Memoirs of Adam in Paradiſe, that it has 
drown'd in him all the ſenſe and memory of the in- 
dubitable principles of Logick and Philoſophy. 
That Sextile and Trine ſhould be good, and yet 
9uartile which is betwixt both be [tark naught. An. 
Do but obſerve him, ſayes he (p.98 ) 4 Quartiile cax- 
not be ſtirk naught,becauſe betwixt a Sextile and 4 
Trine. His ſlovenly compariſon I will omit, as being 
as well naſty as ſuperfluous, becauſe the force of bis 
reaſon is as entirely couched in his following com- 
pariſon, where hz ſays, Nor can that Creature be ar 
Aſs which ſtands betwixt two men. As if he ſhould 
ſay, That Quartile 4ſpe# betwixt two good Aſp: tr, 
Sextile and Trine, may as well be bad as an Aſs be ar 


irrational Creature placed betwixt two men, who 
are 
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are rational ones, Repl. But this is a reaſon only 
to impoſe upon Aſſes. For the Aſs here is ſpecifically 
diſtin from the two men , nor can their ſite de- 
ſtroy this ſpecification. But the degrees in Heaven 
being homogeneal, that ſixty of them ſhould be good, 
and an hundred and twenty good, but ninety which 
taker up all the ſame ſixty , and alſo thirty of the 
whole hundred and twenty, ſhould be naught, is ſuch 
a repugnancy, that it can fit the head of no Animal 
but that of J. B's naming, placed betwixt two 
men. 

But he has a more ſeemingly material Anſwer 
(p. 89.) That Aſtrologers do not account the Quar- 
tile 4ſpe# ſtark naught. For firſt they hold it better 
than Oppoſition, and the Quartile AſpeFs of the 
Fortunes jr ſome ſenſes are good. Repl. If they 
don't account it ſtark, naught, how comes it to paſs 
that in the Table of AſpeFs it has no better credit 
' than that of Oppolition ? For firſt they divide the 
AſpeFs of Planets into good, as Sextile and Trine; 
and evil, as Quartile a»d Oppoſition : And of theſe 
latter Aſpeds it is expreſly ſaid, that Quartile and 
Oppoſition in good Planets is not evil, as Quartile 
or Oppoſition in Jupiter and Venus , which Jupiter 
and Venus are the two Fortunes. But Quartile and 
Oppoſition ix evil Planets zs evil, as Quartile or 
Oppoſition 7 Saturn and Mars. And Quartile and 
Oppoſition of good with evil is evil , as Quartile 
and Oppoſition of Jupiter with Mars. And fo 
Quartile a»d Oppoſition go hand in hand in pro- 
perty through the whole Table of AſpeFs. But it is 
»o where ſaid, that Quartile Aſpe@ of the Fortunes 
is in ſome ſenſes good, much leſs very good, whence 
it is apparent, that if Oppolition be ſtark naught, 
Quartile 
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Quartile 7s very little better. See G.C. his Mathe- 
matical Phyſick, p. 153. 

That 2wxartile ſhould be better than Trize as be- 
ing further from Oppoſetion, There is a moſt ſulſome, 
flovenly Anſwer to this paſſage, as itinking and noi- 
ſome as one T omitted before, which no ingenuous 
pen would deugn to tranſcribe or Anſwer, and it is 
the leſs requijite to do it, it being alike Argument 
with that of the Aſs betwixt two men, as weak, 
and more rude and ſordid than it. Theſe are the 
odoriferous Flolculi of his Saturnine Rhetorick , as 
if he had been Nurſed in an Houſe of Office, as well 
as diſciplined under the old Girl , his diſcerning 
Sibyl of the Kitchen. For ſhame Mr. ]. B. why would 
you write ſuch a Book, and profeſs your ſelf in the 
mean time 4 Miniſter of Gods word, and a Prote- 
ſtant of the Church of England, as if you intended 
a ſlur and diſgrace to our Church and FundGion 2 
Both which are very ſacred and honourable, and 
ot to be expoſed by ſuch lewd doings to the ſcorn of 
their Enemies. 

The Planets thus Aſpected are in better capacity, 
both of them to ſtrike with more direCt rays on the 
Earth than if they were in a Trize Aſpect. Anf. But 
the AſpeF of Oppolition, ſays he, (p. 88.) ſtrikes 
better and with more dire# rays, and therefore by 
the ſame Rule ſhould be beſt of all. Repl. What an 
impertinent Anſwer is this of ). B. to this paſſage? 
In the AſpeF of Oppoſition indeed the Planets ſeem 
more diretly ( as being Diametrically oppoſite) to 
ray one agaitiſt another , but they do not jointly to 
one point on the Earth, ſuppoſe where the Faetus is, 
ray more directly. J. B. his Anſwers are ſuch, as if 
he did either not underiFand, or not care what he 


ſaid 


mm 
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ſaid ar toreaſoms as if railing and rude language 
were the only Provinre he had undertaken, 
Se. 13. And the ercCting a Scheme ſo many ways, 

and that with like ſucceſs, 1s an evidence that the 

ſucceſs is not upon art but fortuitous. Anl 8&xt wh 

names he not theſe many ways, ſays he (p.89.) For 

either theſe many ways are all the fame in «eff e@F, 

and then the Do@ors conſequence is falſe; or elſe 

they are not the ſame in effe&#. and then the Doors 

Allegation is utterly untrue. Repl. This is an An- 

ſwer indeed that ſeems to have ſome ſmartneſs in it, 

as a Nettle, if you touch it gingerly , but preſs it 

boldly and you feel nothing, To the former there- 

fore, I reply that IT have reckoned up thoſe ſeveral 
| ways, Ch. 15. Sect 6. adding at the end, that there 
| are ſo many ways of building Houſes or Caſtles in 
| the Air. To the latter, T ſay, they are the ſame as 
to any certainty of effeF. There 1s never a Barrel 
better Herring of them, as the Proverb bath it : All 
alike fond and fruſtraneomw. ſometimes hitting, ſome- 
times miſſing. For why did they invent this va- 
ricty, but that the foregoing firuure was vacillant 
and lubricous © And thus one being ſuppoſed as good 
21 another, my conſequence will come iv, that the 
ſucceſs when it hits right is not ſrom Art, but for- 
turtous. 

The Configuration alſo of the Houſes, and thoſe 
Septennial Chronocratores or Alfridarii , Go 1nti- 
mate, that the whole buſtnels 1s but a Figment going 
upon that falſe Hypotheſis of Ptolemy, &&c. Anl. This 
is an horrible falſhood, ſays he ( p. ©9.) For our 
Configuration of the Houſes depends no more upon 
that of Ptolemy than it does upon that Hypotheſis of 
Copernicus, Repl. What a marvel/yns Antagoniſt 
"heve 
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have 1 got, that huffs, and ſputters, and cocks his 
Beaver, as the invincible Champion of the Aſtrolo- 
gers, and underſtands neither the Hypotheſis of Pto- 
lemy #or Copernicus? 7t 1s the Zodiacus fixus which 
the Ptolemaick Hypotheſgs neceſſarily implies, that 
is the ground , which all your Aſtrologival Houſes 
are built upon, as TI obſerved above more than 
once. And it is undeniably true, though this bold 
Champion for Aſtrology calls it an horrible falſhood. 
But I commend his modeſty or diſcretion rather, 
that he will make but one grand vapour at once,when 
as T intimated alſo, that the Alfridarii have their 
Septennial Dominion according to the order of the 
Planets in the Ptolemaick Hypotheſts, and Ch. 15. 
Set. 6. that the Conlignificators of the Houles obſerve 
the ſame Order. But an Anſcer to theſe things 
he diſcreetly declines to make his ſingle bravado 
more paſrable. 

For either the Earth is pervious to all the raies of 
the Planets and Stars, ec, Anfl. The Earth is pervi- 
ons, ſaith he (p. 90.) to all the rays of the Planets 
and Stars, as well beneath as above the Horizon. 
And yet does it not follow that all Nativities are 
alike. For is it not plain, that all kinds of Plants 
are pervious to the virtues and Influences of the ſame 
Earth, and yet how far off are they from being all 
alike , or from bringing forth leaves and flowers 
alike £ Repl. No conſiderate Philoſopher will admit 
any other Influence of the Earth but the Particles 
thereof which conſtitute ſeveral conſiſtencies and 

juyces, and the Plants are concerned only in thoſe 
juyces or moiſtures that are next them, nor in any 
more Particles of them than are fitted for their 
pores. Wherein the myſtery of placing of Plants near 
2 one 
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one another conſiſts, namely, when their conſtruSion 
of parts is ſuch, that they do not ſuck away, to ſpeak, 
in the vulgar language, the ſame Particles of juice, 
and ſo do not beguile one another. But the Aſtrolo- 
gical Influence of the Stars is a thing ſo ſubtile and 
penetrating, that it ſtands not upon pores,but paſſes 
peremptorily through all the Earth from one ſide to 
another. g0 that ].B. his compariſon falls wonder- 
ouſly ſhort in the preſent caſe. 

That a Star or Planet that is vertical is moſt effica- 
cious. Anſ. As to matters of honour, ſayes he, a 
Star is moſt efficacions when vertical, but as to mat- 
ter of Life and Nature, be is moi? efficacious when 
he aſcends. Repl. This is a mere put off, For both 
Origanus ard Cardan in Origanus abſolutely declare 
thus. Stellz ſupra verticem alicujus Regionis vel 
Civitatis, quz inde verticales dicuntur, maximz effi- 
caciz ſunt; quz autem remotz ſunt, tanto.minus pol- 
ſunt quanto plus a vertice removentur. De Effe&ibus 
Part. 3.Cap.2. Here is no reſtridion to Honour, but 
it is ſpoke abſolutely and at large. And if for Ho- 
wour why not for other things as the Nature of the 
Planet is  Diref and perpendicular Raies being ac- 
knowledged by all to be moſt effeFual. But if the 
Earth be perfe@ly pervious to the rays, then our 
other Argument holds good againſt the Aſtrolo- 

ers. 

: Se&. 14. Even then (viz. 7 the Womb) is the 
Child as much expoſed to them as when it 1s new] 

born. Anſ. In his Anſwer to this J. B. does ſo faul- 
ter and fumble (p. 91.) that I profeſs I can hardly 
make ſenſe of it. But the main is conched in the 
cloſe, That as ſoon as the Child draws breath of its 
own, the former imployment of the Heavens upon it 
being 
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being ended, a new begins, and ſo the imploymenz 
of the Stars upon the Child begins immediately as it 
draws its breath. Repl. When as the Influence of 
the Stars freely penetrate the thick cruſts of the 
Earth from ſide to ſide as freely as if there were no- 
thing to reſiſt, how is it poſſuble the Stars not aF- 
ing voluntarily but neceſſarily,as all natural Agents 
do, but that they ſhould continue the ſame Influence 
in the Womb and out of the Womb, the reſpeFs of 
the Childs being in or out of the Womb ſignifying 
nothing as to the Stars, and therefore the time of 
his Nativity as little ? 

For firſt they muſt know the exa&t Longitude of 
the place, ec. Anſ. The exa@ Longitude, ſays he 
(p.96.) matters us not, no that's falſe. Repl. 
Very pertly and aſſuredly anſwered. But thoſe that 
have beer more accurately ſtudied in this pretended 
Science, Iam ſure I have heard complain of this 
very defet. And it ſtands to all reaſon it ſhould be 
conſidered. For there are the ſame hours from twelve 
a Clock numerable from the Meridians of all the 
degrees of Longitude, and therefore the true Lon» 
gitude of @ place is alſo to be known for the right 
adjuſting of the ſite of Heaven and Earth one to 
another at the. Nativity. But what 4 bold aſſured 


thing is Ignorance { 


For he 1sborn by degrees, ec. Anſ. Bat the Child, 
ſays he (p. 92.) does not draw its breath by de- 
grees, nor is the navil-ſtring cut off from the Womb 
by degrees. Repl. But I demand of }. B. whether 
the Child begin to breath firſt, or has his Navil- 
ſtring cut firſt, concerning which there is a great 
deal of circumſtances and curioſity, and ſometimes 


longer, and ſometimes ſooner done. And whether 
#0 
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to the firſt breathing of Chriſt, or the cutting of 
his Navil-ſtring he refers that minute of the time 
of Ehriſts Nativity in his Chriſtologia. 

SeF. 15. Which takes away all certainty of com- 
putation, per Accidentia nati. Thowgh we ſhould al- 
low a particular —_— of the Stars in mens Na- 
tivities, ſo that they incline them to this or that, 
yet by reaſon of mans Free Will there could be no 
finding of the time of the Nativity, per Accidentia 
nati. This I contend for. Nor can }. B. for his life 
elude the force of the Argument, he aſſerting as he 
would ſeem to do "p.93.) That Sapiens dominabitur 
Aſtris, How much more then ſhall a ſerious and ſin- 
cere Chriſtian * And whereas himſelf acknowledges 
that the Free Will of man, according as he is good 
or bad, may retardate or accelerate the effeÞ of the 
Tn fiuenceof theStars,though not wholly take it away, 
how is it poſſible to come to the true time of the Na- 
tivity by the Accidentia Nati ? But ). B. writes as 
if he were aſleep and not minded what he ſaid, elſe 

is Pen could not paſs ſuch groſs contradi@ions. 
And it is but ſaid by him not proud, That the Stars 
will neceſſarily have their effeF, thongh ſlower in 
time and leſs violent in good men that make uſe of 
their Free Will , and reſiſt the power of the Stars. 
For what does ). B. think of Socrates, who by his 
Temperance as A. Gellius writes, liv'd all the days 
of his life inoffenſ(i valetudine > And in that great 
devaſtating peſtilence in the Peloponneſian War, he 
in Athens where it raged moſt, by his courſe of li- 
ving kept his health of body, nor was obnoxious to 
that common contagion of ſtronger force certainly 
than any Influence of the Stars can be deemed 
to be. 
And 


| 
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And if Socrates liv'd ſo much above the power of 

the Stars, what ſhall we think of the Prophets aud 
Apoſtles > what of Chrilt himſelf * who was not 
only able to reſiſt the power of the Stars, which ].B. 
allows every wiſe man able to do, but was carried in 
all his ations of concern by the immediate inſpira- 
tion of the Holy Spirit. And yet (than which ng- 
thing can be more prophane aud ridiculons) ). B. in 
his Chriſtologia pretends per Accidentia Nati , #9 
come to the very Minute of our Saviours Nativity. 
But ſuch delirances as theſe they are juſtly permitted 
to fall into, who mock at the ſtudy of the Rewelg- 
tion of Saint John the Divine, and fo highly mag- 
nify this vain impoſturous Art of Aſtrology for a 
moſt lacred and Divine Science. 

I might add in this place, that not only the Free 
Will of the party, whoſe Nativity is conſidered, 
breaks this pretence of Calculating per Accidentia 
Nati, but the Free Wills alſo of all thoſe that be has 
to do with, nay the Free Wills of them that have 
been before him, his Anceſtors, the Lawgivers of the 
place or Conntr y, &c. But it would be an endleſs 
Argument to enter upon,and enough has been hinted 
already to ſatisfie the unprejudiced. 

Sed. 16. Is this Circuit of the Nativity Scheme 
any where but in their own brain? Anl. And againſt 
Profe&tion, ſays he (p. 95.) he falls foul, ſaying, Is 
it any where but in their own brain £ but produces 
nothing of abſurdity againſt it, and therefore needs 
no anſwertoit. Repl. How heedleſs and oſcitant 
is ). B. here, that neither feels nor perceives what 
is even put into his mouth | What greater Argument 
can there be againſt Protection Annual having any 


Influence upon men and their Nativitier, than it 
that 
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that it 1s only in the brains of the Aſtrologer, and 
therefore can work no change in Nature? And that 
it is only in the brains of the Aitrologer, the very 
deſcription of it in Origanus and others plainly im- 
plies. For the very words of Origanus are, Tales 
Significatorum in conſequentia Proyzreſſiones quibus, 
ſingulis annis f1ngula Signa conficere cogitantur, Pro- 
fetiones Annuz appellantur. And 4 little before, 
Nam loca Zodiaci quz vel ipſa fignificatum aliquod 
habent vel Aphetas & Significatores alios cujuſcunq; 
Nominis & Muneris continent, fixa perpetuo non ma- 
nent, ſicut in primo hominis exortu diſpoſita efle de- 
prehenduntur, fed cum ſuis Aphetis & Significatori- 
bus ſubinde zquabiliter progredi ſecundum ſeriem 
Signorum cogitantur, &c. And indeed they can be 
only imagined to do ſo. For, that ſlow-paced Saturn 
ſhould go thirty degrees in a Tear in conſequentia 
(much leſs the Horoſcope and Medium Cceli wher: 
they are Loca Hylegalia, as they call them, which 
are conceived to be in Todiaco fixo, and therefore 
can make no progreſs at all, ſecundum ſeriem Signo- 
rum, they being parts of thoſe immoveable ſigns) is 
T think an abſurdity with a Witneſs, and implies 
no leſs than a groſs contradiGion, you imagining 
the ſame thing to move ſlower and faſter, or to 
move and not to move at the ſame time. 

Or that another Planet coming to the trace there- 
of ſhould exult in the ſcent, ec. Here ). B. for at 
leait two pages together puts himſelf upon the pin of 
extravagant mirth and bufſoonry. which is as grace- 
ful a ſpeftacle in this grave Miniiter of Gods Word, 
as the Dancing of a Cow or a Camel. But to paſs by 
all that Horſe-play, let us ſee what reaſon he offers. 
Anſ. If ar Hare, ſays he (p. 96.) or a Fox, or a Man 

with 
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with Shooes on, doe: leave ſuch a ſcent in every ſtep 
he treads, that a Dog coming aſter ſome hours will 
diſcern every place as the foot went in the wide 
Field, although Horſes, Hogs, or other Men have 
croſſed the way; how much more ſhall the Stars be 
able, &c. Repl. I underſtand you Mr. }]. B. very 
well what you would be at, but withal that it is no- 
thing at all to the purpoſe. For when Hogs, or Hor- 
ſes, or men paſs that way in the Field, their feet do 
not fall in exatly with the feet of the Hare or the 
man, whoſe ſcent is ſearcht after, but the Planets 
or Stars come into the ſame place, by reaſon of the 
diffuſive ſubtility of their Raies or Influence, reach 
every atome of thoſe parts of the Heaven which you 
ſuppoſe perfumed before. Which per fume neither can 
rationally be ſuppoſed to continue till the other 
come, eſpecially ſuch ſlow-footed Planets as Saturn 
and Jupiter, nor indeed in ſuch liquid ſubtile mat- 
ter as the Heavens are, to continue any conſiderable 
| timeat all, if there were any ſuch Influence : but as 
the Sun ſo long as he ſhines into the Air makes it 
light ſome, but at his removal the Air is as it was be- 
fore : ſuch in all likelihood are the Influential Raies 
of the Stars and Planets. In ſhort their Influence if 
any is ſo ſubtile that nothing keeps it out , when it 
does come, and the Athereal matter is ſo fine, fiery 
aud conſuming, that no Influential Effluvia tranſ- 
mitted into it can be retain d, but vaniſh as per- 
fumes, when the odoriferous body is removed in the 
Free Air. Wherefore groſs ignorance in Philoſophy 
and in the nature of the Heavenly matter, is 
the Mother of ]. B. his beloved Art of Aſtro- 
logy. 

Nor wit his init ance of the Weapon-ſalve prove 
any 
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any ſalve for this ſore (p. 97.) For both the Wea- 
por ſalve and the Weapon are bodies of a due con- 


ſeftency, the Weapon to imbibe the ſpirits of the body 


wounded, and the Weapon-ſalve to lodge ſuch ſang- 
tive virtues as are proper in ſuch Cſcs of wounding, 
But the effect 1s not by a Tranſit of the Weapon- ſalve 
over the Weapon, (which wi'l do the wounded party 
no more good than if a Crow flew oucr his head ) but 
by a corporeal and taGual application of the IWeas- 
pon-ſalve to the Weapon. And yet he would have me 
admire with himſelf how ſtrangely that Salve in its 
Tranſit only over the place of that Weapon where the 
Nativity of the wound was made, does cauſe ſome 
notable change upon the wound that was then born, 
'Tis pretty, and pity, that in ſo amiable a phanſie 
the Analogy will not hold. Nor do Tthink that ].B, 
knew diſtindly, or ever thought on it, -which were 
the Termini Homologi i» the compariſon. But if he 
will examine the buſineſs he will find what he would 
have been at, is this, That as the WWeapon-ſalve is 
to the Weapon, ſo is the Planet in its Tranſitus by 
the Cuſpes of the Houſes , and the reſt of the chief 
places of the Nativity, to the ſaid Cuſpcs or places 
of the Nativity, wherein it ſeems ſome ſpecial vir- 
tue was lodged of Starry or Heavenly Influence at 
the Nativity, by that Nativity-Configuration of the 
Heavens and Heavenly Bodies at that time. 

Now I appeal to J.B. how like the fluid material 
Heaven which I have deſcribed above, is to a Wea- 
pon of ſteel, which made the wound, and the tran- 
tent Planet at ſuch a diſtance to the clyſe corporeally 


abplied H] eapon- ſalve. Nay indeed how much the 


Pi; ro > Houlcs which 9yv Nothi: 
Cuipes of the Houſes which are ſo many N things 
hand in an imaginary Heaven and Lodiack, are 
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like to one of the moſt firm Bodies we find upon 
Earth, So that this compariſon it ands upon feet ſo 
rotten or diſproportionated, that I will leave it to 
all of its own accord. His pretence to experience 
i1 a thread-bare ſhuffle, and liable to ſo many excep- 
tions that he can never make any thing of it, and 
there will be occaſion of examining it in the next 
Chapter if he will venture there upon the Pikes. 
Which 1s a demonſtration that the Promiſſor is ima- 
ginary ſpace or nothing, &-c. Anf. There is, ſays he 
(Pp. 98.) a certain and real ſpace meaſured out in- 
to degrees and minutes between theSignificator and 
Promiſſor. Repl. But what is this to the Promillor 
himſelf, who being ſuppoſed immoveable, which the 
real matter of the Heavens is not, T ſay, is imagi- 
nary ſpace or nothing £ 
It is plain how this Planet (viz. the Significator ) 
never getsto that part of the celeſtial matter in which 
the Promiſſor was at the Nativity, &c. Anf. 7 won- 
der, ſays he (p. 98.) whether the Door knows his 
own meaning, &c. Repl. And I wonder that ſo 
acute a man, and ſo well exerciſed in the Phanta- 
ftries of Aſtrology, does not eaſily gneſs at it at firſt 
ſight. To ſhew how deſterate the cauſe of the Aftro- 
logers is in this point of Direction, T put the caſe of 
the Significator's being a Planet. and the Promillor, 
we ſuppoling in the ſame ſuperficies with him, we 
cannot allow to be the body of another Planet, but 
its [Influence levening or tinFuring at ſuch a diſtance 
the celeſtial matter. 4s for better underſtanding 
the buſineſs, Let Mars be the Significator ' for all the 
Planets may be ſo according to both Origanus and 
Ranzovius) a»d Jupiter the Promiſlor, to which Mars 
is direFed in Trine AſpeF®. The Influence of Jupiter 
S 2 
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lodged in the celeſtial matter at this diſtance from 
Mars, but in his way is the Promiſlor , but both 
Mars and this Influence of Jupiter being carried 
along in the celeſtial matter as Corks in water, the 
Significator here will never overtake the Promillor. 
But that Mars may overtake Jupiter by way of Tran- 
ſit, or give him a go-by, he being ix times more ſwift 
in his courſe, who can be ignorant of that ? Obſerve 
the definition of a Promillor, as Ranzovius has de- 
fined. He ſays it is, Planetz vel corpus vel radius, 
&-c. ad quem ciim Significator pervenerit, Significa- 
tio eftetum ſuum editura creditur. Which is alſo the 
ſenſe of other Aſtrologers. 

But though they phraſe it as if the Significator were 
to come corporally to the very Promillor,to challenge 
and receive his promiſe, yet ]. B. does not interpret 

it ſo grofly (as neither do thePerlians ſome paſſages 
of the Alchoran) but gloſſes thus on it (p. 100.) It 
is, ſages he, as much as to ſay, the Virtue of the 
Significator being at a diſtance,at the Nativity, from 
the Promiſlor, wil/ be a certain number of years and 
days according to the Rules of Art in Direction, ere 
it comes to maturity. Repl. As if the Promiſlor 
ftood only for an Index of time but promiſed nothing 
concerning the thing it ſelf. Which is point-blank 
againſt the Rudiments of Aſtrology. What Aſtrolo- 
ger will ever ſay, thas the Horoſcope for example 
direFed in Trine Aſpe# to Venus as Promiſſor, the 
fame thing is promiſed as when it is direGed in 
Trine Aſpe# to Mars? But while }]. B. deſpoils the 
Promiflor of all office but the indication of time, he 
yields the cauſe to me, and makes it all one as if it 
were empty ſpace or nothing. And withal inſinuates 
a. very. conſtderable notion to the ſagacions. That 
theſe 
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theſe AſpeFs are ſo ſacred with the Aſtrologers, 
| merely that they may hence take occaſion or find a 
| pretence to foretel the time of the Accidents of hu- 

mane life, as the Phyſicians do the time of the Pa- 
roxyſms of the Diſeaſe by the AſpeFs of the Moon, 
the phantaſiry of which conceits Thave above ſuffi- 
ciently laid open. 

And that this numbring of years by Dire&ion 
when the feat will come to paſs, is a mere arbitrari- 
ous phanſie, does further appear, whenas all the Pli- 
nets may be Significators, yet their courſes are ex- 
treamly different in ſwifineſs, the Moon's being 
about 360, times ſwiſter than that of Saturn, and yet 
the Moon direFed in Trine AſpeF to Saturn, there 
are promiſed ſuch things tothe Infant as cannot ea- 

ſoly belong to him till be be thirty or forty years old. 
Which is a plain intimation that this pretence of 
prognoſticating the fate of the Infant by DireCtion, 
is a mere phanſy, as T have, though briefly, yet 
clearly proved againſt ). B. all the Rudiments of 
Aſtrology to be, And whether he will acknowledge 
my juit triumph hitherto or no, it is all one to me. 
There's no unprejudiced Reader but certainly will. 
The main ſubterſuge behind is their pretence of E- 
vents anſwering to their Art. Which if he ſpeak any 
thing materially to, we ſhall have occaſion to conſt- 
dev it upon the ext Chapter. 
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CHAP. XVIL 
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1. Their fallacions allegation of Events anſwering 
to Predifions. 2. An Anſwer to that Evaſion of 
- theirs, That the Error is in the Artiſt, not in the 
Art. 3. Further Confutations of their bold pre» 
ſumption , that their Art always predi@s true. 
4. That the punFual correſpondence of the Event 
to the prediGion of the Altrologer does not prove 
the certainty of the Art of Altrology. 5. The | 
great Affinity of Aſtrology with Dzmonolatry, { 
and of the ſecret Agency of Dxmons in bringing : 
about PrediFions. 6. That by reaſon of the ſecret 
Agency or familiar Converſe of Dzmons with pre- 
tended Aſtrologers, uo Argument can be raiſed 
from Events for the truth of this Art. 7, A Re- 
capitulation of the whole matter argued. 8. The 
Juſt occaſions of this Aſtrological Excurſion, and 
of his ſhewing the ridiculous condition of thoſe 
three high-flown ſticklers againſt Chriſtianity, 

Apollonius, Cardan and Vaninus. 


I, U T here their Hold is not fo ſtrong as their 
. [mpudence great , that they will ſo boldly 
bear us in hand, that by virtue of the Principles of 
their Art they have foretold any thing to come. 
* There are many ludicrous ways of Divination 
wherein no man is in good earneſt, and yet the Pre- 
ditions and preſent perfonal Deſcriptions of men 
ſomerimes fall right : but no ſober man will impute 
this to 47+ , but to Chance. It was but a fallacy of 
Nevtune's Prieſt , when he would have carried the 
Spectator into admiration of that Deity from the 
many 
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many Do#aries hung up m his Temple by Yotarier. 
But he whom he would have thus impos'd upon was 
too cunning for him. For he demanded ſtraightway 
a Catalogue of thoſe Yot aries that had ſuffered Ship- 
wrack. And ſo do I of thoſe Prediftions that have 
prov'd falſe. * Carday, a reputed Prince in this fa- 
culty, complains that ſcarce ten in forty prove true : 
And Picws, a narrow ſearcher into the Art, profeſles 
that he has found of his own experience nineteen in 
twenty falſe 3 and that in the Prognoſtication of wea- 
ther, where no free Agents intermeddle to interrupt 
or turn off the natural influence of the Stars. 

2. But all the Aberrations that either themſelves or 
others may have obſerved,will not bring off the more 
devoted Admirers of Aſtrology to acknowledge the 
vanity thereof. For their excule is, Firlt, that by Hi- 
ſtory, private Information, and by their own Expe- 
rience they are aſſured, that the Predictions ſometimes 
do fall punCtually true to a Year, nay toa Day, and 
ſometimes to an Hour, and that the circumſtances of 
things are ſo particularly ſet out, that it cannot be 
chance but Art that arrives tothat accuracy.And then, 
ſecondly, That the Profeſſion of others,and allo their 
own obſervation , does witneſs to them, that when 
there isany miſtake, * the Errouris in the Artiſt, not 
in the 4rt. For when they have examined their 4- 


ftrological Scheme , they find the Event was there 


ſignified, and that it was their own overſight to mils 
it. Bur to An'wer to the latter firſt, I ſay, they can- 
not pretend thcir obſervation Univerſal ; and they 
that underſtand Aſtrology beſt , will acknowledge 
there is that intanglcment uſually and complication of 
things, that it requires a very long time to give due 


judgment according to Art concerning a Nativity. 
And 
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And therefore, I ſay, the Repreſentation of the Event 
being ſo doubtful, if they chance to predict right at 
firſt, they eaſily perſwade themſelves that was the 
meaning of the Celeſtial Theme. If they mils, they 
will force on their way further,till they find out what 
is an(werable to the Events 3 which then muſt needs 
be the meaning of the Art, though the Artiſt over- 
ſaw it : nor will they urge themſelves to any further 
accuracy of Inquiſition, for tear they ſhould find it 
diſagree again; or rather out of a ſtrong credulity, 
that 1f 1t hit right, 1t is ſurely from the true meaning 
and Principles of their beloved Science : when as in 
truth their Themes have no certainty in their repre- 
ſentation, but are asa piece of changeable ſtuff, or 
creaſed PiFures, look this way it is this colour, that 
way that, this way a Virgin, that way an Ape; or 
like the Oracles of Apo/o, who was deſervedly cal- 
led Loxias, whoſe crooked Anſwers winded fo this 
way and that way, that nothing but the Event could 
tell whither they pointed. 

3. I might add further, that the pretence of the 
Schemes themſelves ( be they never ſo exa@) I ſay, 
the pretence of their always repreſenting the Events 
aright, is a moſt impudent and raſh preſumption ; 
becauſe (as I have intimated already) * the Objeds 
of their Predictions are fo altcrable by the interpoal 
of free Agents, which interrupt ever and anon the 
ſeries of cauſality in natural inclinations. Whence in 
reaſon a man can expect no certain Predictions at all 
from the (1gnifications of the $tars, nor that any trial 
can be made whether there be any thing 1n the Art 
or no. And it cannot but ſeem to every one a very 
bold ſurmiſe, to imagine that a)l that fall in one Fight 
by the edge of the Sword, or {utter Ship-wrack in one 


{torm, 
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{torm, or are ſwept away in one PeftHence had their 
Emiſſors and InterfeFors in their Nativity anſwer- 
able to the times of their Death. * The Artiſts them- 
ſelves dare not avouch it, and therefore bring in an 
unobſerved caution of having recourſe to Ecliples, 
Comets, and Blazing-Stars, to calculate tht general 
fortune of the place, nay, of their Parents and An- 
ceſtors, and of their familiar friends, of which there 
1s nonews in the moſt famous Prediftions of Aſtro- 
logers : and therefore theſe and the like confiderati- 
ons being left out, it is a ſign their Divinations fell 
true by chance. Wherefore it is a ſhameleſs piece of 
Impoſture to impute the truth of Predictions to Art, 
where the Rules of Art are not obſerved ; I may add 
where they are ſo palpably by experience confuted. 
For (o it is 1n Twins, whoſe natures ſhould be utterly 
the ſame according to their Art 3 and if they could 
be born at one moment, the moment of their Death 
ſhould be the ſame alſo. And * yet thoſe undiſſevered 
Twins born in Scotland, who lived till twenty eight 
years of their Age, prov'd very often diſſenting 
Brethren, would wrangle and janglez and one alſo 


died before the other. In anſwering to which in. Sechis de- 


ſtance, in my judgment, that ingenious Knight Sir 
Chriſtopher-is very ſhrewdly baffled. 


fence of 
judicial A- 


4. And now to the || former, I ſay, the reaſoning Cap. :1- 


1s not right, to conclude the certainty of the Art 
from the punctual correſpondence of the Event to the 
Prediction. For it is allo true, that the Event has been 
punctually contrary thereto. And therefore this is as 
good a Demonſtration that it is no Art, as the other 
that it is : But * it is calie to conceive that both may 
happen by chance. Again, as for that exact punctu- 
ality of time, 1t is moſt likely to be by ——— 

as 
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(as | bave proved above) there is no way of retify- 
ing a Nativity to that accuracy they pretend. And 
for particular circumſtances * in _— Queſtions, 
why may not they be by under-hand information, or 
ſome tricks and juglings that are uſual amongſt Cheats? 
Bur if the Predictions of Aſtrologers be tree from this, 
and yet be punQual in time and other circumſtances, 
and fo many that it may ſcem improbable to be impu- 
ted to chance, (though chance has ſuch a latitude, 
that it is difficult to ſay any thing 1s not by chance 
that happens, ſuppoſe but four times ſeldomer than 
the contrary_) it will not yet follow, that they are 
free from other things which are afluredly worſe, 
more horrid, and more execrable 3 * ſuch as the con- 
ſulting of Ghoſts and familiar Spirits : a wickedneſs 
that that zealous Patron of Aftrology, Sir Chriſtopher 
Heydon, acknowledges to be too frequently palliated 
under the pretence of this Art. 

5. Andtruly for my own part I do not much doubt 
but that Aſtrology it (elf is an Appendix of the old 
Pagans Superſtition, who were Worſhippers of the 
Holt of Heaven, and whoſe Prieſts were Confederates 
of the Devil ; and therefore it is no wonder if D#- 
monolairy creep in upon Aſtrology, and renew their 
old acquaintance with one another. And affuredly ie 
s a pleaſant Spectacle to thoſe Aiery Goblins, thoſe 
Haters and Scorners of Mankind, to ſee the noble fa- 
culties of men debaſed and entangled in fo vile and 
wretched a myſtery, which will avail nothing to 
Divination unlets theſe amumwres Sages, theſe 
malicious Deceivers a& their parts in the Scene. For 
it 1s not unconceivable how theſe inviſible Inſidiators 
may ſo apply themſelves to a mans curiolity that will 
be tampering and practiſing im this ſuperſtition, that, 
(ſuppoſe) 
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(ſuppoſe) in Horary Queſtions, * they may excite 
fuch perſonsand at fuch a time to make their demands, 
that according to the fore-known Rules of Aſtrology 
the Theme of Heaven will decypher very circumſtan- 
tially the Perſon, his Relations, or his Condition, 
and give a true ſolution of the demand, whether &- 
bout Decumbitures, ſtollen goods, or any ſuch Que- 
ſtions asare ſet down in Darzot's Introduction. Which 
needs muſt enraviſh the young Aſtrologer , and in- 
tlame him with the Love and Admiration of fo 
ſtrange an Art. And as for Nativities and punctual 
Predictionsof the time of ones Death, and it may be 
of the manner of it, (which either only, or moſt or- 
dinarily happens in ſuch as are addicted to, or devo- 
ted admirers of this Art) it 1s very ſuſpicable that the 
fame inviſible powers put to their helping hand to 
bring about the Effe& 3 and * ſothole whole misfor- 
tunes and deaths are predifted, mult to the pot, to 
credit the Art, and be made Sacrifices to the luſt and 
ambition of thoſe rebellious Fiends, to whoſe ſecret 
laſh and dominion men expoſe themſelves when they 
intermeddle with ſuch ſuperſtitious Curioſities as are 
Appendages to ancient Paganiſm,and were 1n all like- 
lihood invented or ſuggeſted by thoſe proud and lu- 
dicrous Spirits, to intangle man in by way of ſport 
and ſcorn, and to ſubjugate him to the befoolments of 
their tricks and delutions. -For it 1s not unreaſonable 
to think, that by certain Laws of the great Polity of 
the inviſible World * they gain a right againſt a man 
without explicit contract, it he be but once fo raſh as 
to tamper with the myſteries of the Dark, Kingdozy, 
or to pradtiſe in them, or any way to make uſe of 
them. For why not here as well as in the Ceremonies 
of Witchcraft? (but I muſt not make too large ex- 

S 0 curſ10ns.) 
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curſions.) And therefore I think it the ſafeſt way for 
every one that has given his name to God and Chriſt, 
not to meddle nor make with theſe ſuperſtitious Cu- 
riolities of Aſtrology, either by practiſing them him- 
ſelf, or conſulting them that do, that no ill trick be 
put upon him by being made obnoxious to the invi- 
lible ſcourge, or by making others ſo in whoſe behalf 
he conſults. 

6. I fay then, theſe vagrant Demons of the Air, 
either ſecretly infinuating themſelves into the ations 
of Aſtrologers , or after, more apparently offering 
themſelves to familiarity and converſe , for to grace 
their profeſſion by oral Revelation of things paſlt, 
preſent, or to come; in ſuch a way as is above humane 
power ; I demand how it ſhall appear that Cardav's, 
for Example, and || A4ſcletarion's Deaths, and others 
more punctually, that 1 could name, preditted by 
themſelves or others , was not by the familiarity of 
Demons, but the ptre Principles of Aſtrology £ And 
ſo of whatſoever Honour or other Events that have 
been found to fall out juſt according to Aſtrological 
PrediQions, * I demand how it can be proved that 
Aſtrology was not here only for a Viz.ard, and that | 
a Magician orWizzard was not underneath £ By 
how much accurater their Predictions are,by ſo much 
the more cauſe of ſuſpicion. 

7. Now therefore to conclude, ſeeing that the 
Principles of Aſtrology are ſo groundleſs, frivolous, 
nay contradictious one with another, and built upon 
falſe Hypotheſes and groſs miſtakes concerning the 
Nature and Syſtem of the World 3 ſeeing it has no 
due object by reaſon of the intetpoling of the free 
Agency of both men and Angels to interrupt: perpe- 
tually the imagined natural ſeries of both cauſality 


and. 
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and events 3 ſeeing there is not ſufficient experience 
to make good the truth of the Art, they that have 
praiſed therein having not obſerved the pretended 
Laws thereof with due accuracy, and therefore if any 
thing has hitherto- hit true, it muſt be Chance,which 
quite takes away their Plea from Events; ſo that their 
Art is utterly to (eek, not only for Principles which 
I have demonſtrated to be falſe, but for Experience 
and Effe&s, which hitherto have been none; (And 
alluredly they make nothing to pronounce loudly 
that ſuch or ſuch a Configuration will have ſuch an 
Event, though they never experienced it at all, or 
very ſeldom, as it mult needs be in the Conjun@ior 
of Saturn, Fupiter and Mars, which returns not in 
ſeven hundred years;) ſeeing alſo that thoſe Predi- 
ions that are pretended to have fallen right are fo 
few, that they may juſtly be deemed to have fallen 
right by chance, and that 1f any thing has been fore. 
told very punttually and circumltantially, * it may 
as well, nay better, be ſuppoſed to proceed from the 
ſecret infinuations or viſible converſe with the A4zery 
Wanderers, than from the indication of the Stars; 
and laſtly, ſeeing there is that affinity and frequent 
aflociation of Aſtrology with Demonolatry and an- 
cient Pagan Superſtition , that perſon certainly muſt 
have a El inpure and effaſcinable paſlivity of 
phancy, that can be bound over to a belief or liking 
of a Foolery fo utterly groundleſs as Aſtrology is, 
and ſo.nearly verging toward the brinks of Apoltaſie 
and Impiety. 

8. I have now finiſhed my 4ſtrologicat Excurſion, 
to which I was ſtrongly tempted, in a juſt zeal and 
reſentment * of that unparallel'd preſumption and 
wicked faucineſs. of the vain-glorious Cardan, = 
eltneET. 
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either in a rampant fit of pride and thirſt after admi- 
ration, or out of a malicious deſign to all true piety, 
would make the World believe, that the Divinity 
and$ acroſan7ity ofChriſtian Religion was ſubjected 
to his imaginary Laws of the Stars, and that the fate 
of Chriſt the Son of God, miraculouſly born of the 
Holy Ghoſt, was writ in his Nativity, which forſooth 
he pretended to have Calculated : As if all that Ju- 
fſtice, Meekneſs and power of working of Miracles 
were derived upon our Saviour trom the natural in- 
fluence of the Configuration of the Heavens at his 
Birthz and as if he did not willingly lay down his 
Life for the World , || as he himſelf profeſſes, but 
were ſurprized by Fate, and lay ſubject to the ſtroke 
of an Aſtrological &yaipsms, or Sidereal Inter feFor. 
As alſo to meet * with that enormous Boaſter and 
ſelf-conceited Wit, the prophane and giddy-headed 
Paninw , a tranſported applauder and admirer of 
that wild and vain ſuppoſition of Cardar, upon 
which he ſo much dotes, that it is the very prop 
and Maſter-piece of his impious Writings, the both 
Baſis and finiſhing of all his Villainous diſtorted Do- 
&rmes againſt the truth and facrednels of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion. To which two you may add alſo 
Apollonius, though long before them, a high pre- 
tender to Divine Revelations, and hot 1nſtaurator 
of decaying Pageniſs: 3 but withal, a very lilly af- 
fecer of || 4ſtrological Predictions, by which it is 
ealily diſcoverable at what a pitch he did either d;- 
vine or philoſophize. And methinks it is a trim 
fight *to ſee theſe three buſy 8ticklers againſt Chri- 
ſanity, like three fine Fools ſo goodly gay in their 
Aftromantich diſguiſes, expoſed to the juſt ſcorn and 


'derifion of the World for their fo high pretenfions 


againſt 
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againſt what is ſo holy and ſolid as the Chriſtian 
Faith is, and that upon ſo fond and frivolous grounds 
as this of Aſtrology. 


ANNOTATIONS. 


CHAP. XVII. Sec. I. 


Here are many ludicrous ways of Divination 
wherein no man is in good earneſt, &'c. Anſ. 
Very good, ſays he, (p. 102.) and therefore be there 
never ſo many ſeriows ways of PrediFion, none ſhall 
be believed to be otherwiſe but mere chance, As 
rho would ſay, becauſe Zidkijah the Sou of Chena- 
anah was a falſe Prophet, therefore Micaiah»tbe Sor 
of Imlah could not be a true one. Repl. The ſeriogs 
and ſolid ways of Predi@ion are to be attended to, 
nor do the falſe pretences of ſome to them, null the 
right of thoſe whoſe pretences are juſt and true, But 
we have abundantly proved, this very way of 
divining by Aſtrology to be vain and frivoloay, 
when as the Anſwer ſuppoſes it ſolid and ſeriow. 
And the inſtance of Tidkijah and Micaiah #s as little 
to the purpoſe, they both pretending to a ſolid pri- 
viledge where it is obtain'd, viz, Inſpiration from: 
the Lord. But judiciary Aſtrology zt ſelf is wholly 2 
cheat and foppery, as T have made good clearly and 
evidently againſt ].B. And laſtly, this Anſwer ſhoots 
quite beſides the mark, my Argument here being 
againſt their Appeal to Events anſwering ſometimes 
to their Aſtrological PrediGions. Which I ſay makes 
nothing 
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nothing for them, the ſame happening in Divina- 
tions confeſſedly Iudicroms. 

Cardan a reputed Prince in this faculty complains 
that ſcarce ten in forty prove true. And Pics a nar- 
row ſearcher into the Art, ec. Anl. He quotes 
Cardan, ſayes he, (p. 103.) but names not where, 
enquire if he bely him not. He quotes Picus, but Pi- 
cus had no thill in Afirology, &c. Repl. I mut 
confeſs I have not the Book by me, but it is Cardan 
Lib. de Judic. Cap. 6. as tis quoted by Gaſlendus i» 
bis Phyſicks, Set. 2. lib. 6. Cap. 5. Wherewpon Gal- 
ſendus cries ont, Confeſlionem habes quam vel ex 
nolente veritas extorſerit. And little after in the 
ſame place, he notes, how Cardan commend: that 
ſaying of Marlianus, St vis divinare, contrarium ad 
unguem dicito ejus quod Aſtrologi aut pollicentur 
aut minitantur. And my ſelf have made obſervation 
how exally falſe they have ſpoken. And as for Pi- 
cus, what he ſays of his own obſervation,the like Ga(- 
ſendus teſtifies of his. And for their skill in Aſtro- 
logy it muſt be J. B's great ignorance of what they 
have writ touching that pretended Art, or elſe ex- 
ceſſive Immodeſty that be does not readily acknow- 
ledge their skill much to exceed his own. They had 
indeed ſo much as clearly to diſcern the foppery of 
it, which he perverſly calls their enmity thereto. 

Se@. 2. The Errour is1n the Artiſt not in the Art, 
&c. Anl. 1 would fain know, ſays he, what Art 
or Science humane it is, whoſe profeſſors are clear 
of Errour. There be many Phyſicians miſ7 of their 
Cure, and yet are there not true Phyſicians  Repl. 
This is again as above a fallacionus Anſwer, it ſup- 
poſing what is not, That Aſtrology is a real Art, to 
be made ont by experience and reaſon, whenas Thave 
clearly 
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clearly ſhewed it is not, but that all the Principles 
thereof, which are proper to it, are merely imagi- 
nary,” not to be proved by ſenſe nor reaſon; but it is 
quite otherwiſe in Phyſick,, Theology, and other Arts 
or Sciences. A man is certain of and feels the ope- 
rations of ſach and ſuch methods of Phyſick, that it 
was that which altered his Body , but who could 
ever diſtinF#ly perceive, That ſuch a Natalitious 
Theme of Heaven wrought upon him 2 It is merely 
the phanſie of the Aſtrologer, and of ſuch Fools as 
believe him. Cardan, who is accounted the greateſt 
and moſt 1kilful Aſtrologer that ever was, ſo that it 
could not be imputed to the defe& of the Artiſt, yet 
having Calculated the Nativity of bis eldeſt Son 
Johannes Babtiſta,which you may be ſare he did with 
all care imaginable, yet he miſſed the moſt notori- 
0us accident of his Xp Fad 4d of his ownWife, 
and his ſhameful puniſhment by the hand of the 
Hangman for that villainous crime. This miſtake 
was plainly a defeF in the Art, it being perfely 
caſual as other ludicrous modes of Divination 
are, and not in the Artiſt, Cardan being acconnted 
the moſt incomparable Prince of Aſtrologers. 

Se&. 3. The Objedts of their PrediQtions are fo al- 
terable by the Interpoſal of free Agents, &&c. Anl. 
All he Anſwers to this is, He comes up again with 
the old objeFion which needs no more Anſwer. Repl. 
A compendions piece of diſcretion to decline an Ar- 
gument too hot and heavy for his fingering, as T 
have ſhewn ſufficiently above, and that Free Will is 
a perfe@ repugnancy to the pretence of Aſtrological 
PrediGions. 

The Artiſts themſelves dare not avouch it, ec. 
Anſ. The Artiitfs may and do avonch it , ſays he 

V (p. 104.) 
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( p. 104.) «#d the recourſe to Eclipſes is but ont of 
modeſty, &c. Repl. This ſeems a great piece of Im- 
modeſty in ].B. to affirm a thing ſo peremptorily 
that is new, and cite no Author that has broke the 
ice before him. But he urges further, It is apparent, 
ſays be, in the late Fire in London, by many Fxam- 
ples, and by all as can be gathered np, that every 
mans loſy was predifed in his Nativity. Repl. 1 
would bere ark ). B. how many thoſe many were (For 
they ought to be a very great many indeed to ſugnifie 
any thing when ſuch an huge multitude -ſuffered 
loſs) and whether their Nativities were Calculated 
befare the Fire or after. (For they have a trick to 
ſqueeze what they pleaſe out of theirCeleſtial Theme, 
and to drag them ſome way or other to their known 
Event) And whether he will warrant there were 
no Themes ſuppreſſed, which ſerved not the Aſtro- 
logers turn, and could not ſo band ſomely be forced 
to confeſs this loſs by Fire. Unleſstheſe things be 
cleared, it is but a lame Anſwer, and deſerves no fur- 
ther Reply. 

Yet thoſe two indiflevered Twins born in Scot- 
Lind proved very often diſſenting Brethren, and one 
alſo died before the other, ec. Anl. But what of 
that, ſay he, (p.105.) There are ſome men ſo frow- 
ard that they are ſeldom at peace in their own ſelves, 
&c And are there not many men affliftted with a dead 
Palſie, in whom one ſide is dead while the other is 
alive, &c. Repl. But this frowardneſs in himſelf 
complies well enough with the Aſtrological Princi- 
ples and pretended Influence of the Stars, it being 
the ſame perſon, and ſo the ſame perſon having the 
feme conflids with himſelf: But two perſons exa@ly 
under the ſame Influence of the Stars,from their Na- 
tivity: 
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tivity to claſh one with another, plainly claſhes with 
the Principles of your Aſtrology. As alſo does that 
other Anſwer claſh with the ſame, viz. that a man, 
who is all of him born as well one ſide of him as the 
other at one time , ſhould have his left ſide ſuppoſe 
dead before the other, as if the left ſide breathed he- 
fore the right, or had its Navil-ſtring cut before the 
other. So that this other Anſwer is really another 
ObjeFion againſt the Principles of Aſtrology. 

Se. 4. It is caſte to conceive that both may hap- 
pen by chance. That is, That the Predifion may 
prove exquiſitely true, or exquiſitely falſe, as I have 
obſerved my ſelf in the latter. And when the former 
happens it is no more admirable than the feat of my 
Tutor R.G. his Linnet, who gotten out of the Cage, 
and flying to a Book that lay open, muted upon the 
very word Sterquilimium, and yet the Linnets tail 
could neither write nor read, much leſs underſtand 
Latin, or any Language elſe. But ). B. here returns 
, 4 ſwaggering Anſwer (p. 105.) We are able, ſay: he, 
to produce our Ruler, and by our Rules to ſay this 
Child ſhall be certainly fortunate, and that unfortnu- 
nate, this year it ſhall have a Fever, and that year 
it ſhall be well. But how well this agrees with Car- 
dan's own profeſſion, who I trow was 4 far better 
Aſtrologer than }. B. I leave to the prudent to con- 
ſider. 

In Horary Queſtions they uſe tricks and juglings to 
deceive, ec. Anſ. And what then, ſayes he (p. 
106.) are theſe the blame of Aſirologers becanſe there 
are Cheaters amongſt them * Repl. It is the blame 
of ſuch Profeſſors of Aſtrology as impute that to 
their Art which they do by under-hand Information. 
And theſe falſly pretended Divinations filling 4 

V 2 the 
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the Catalogue of the proofs for the Art of Aſtrology, 
ſhews plainly the rottenneſs of that Topick , 'and 
that there is no arguing from Evevuts. 

Such as the conſulting of Ghoſts and familiar ſpi- 
rits, &c. A wickedneſs which Sir Chriſtopher Hey- 
don acknowledges to be too frequently palliated un- 
der the pretence of this Art, e&c. Anſ. What 4 
Frange kind of wickedneſs is bere, ſays he (p. 107.) 
We Aſirologers are all of us an ancient relique of 
Pagans, Confederate with the Devil and guilty of 
Demonolatry, &c. Repl. That he may ſeem to be 
able to give an Anſwer he lays the charge falſe, as 
if IT had ſaid all Aftrologers conſult with Ghoſts and 
familiar Spirits, whenas I only ſay ſome do, which 
are over many though not all, And to make good 
the charge that I have laid, beſides the witneſs of 
$ir Chriſtopher, I will bring in ].B. bimſelf to wit- 
neſs againſt his fellow Aſtrologers, who in his Pre- 
face to his Hagiaſtrologta ('p. 24.) expreſly confeſſer, 
That without the Heavenly or Supernatural Wiſdom, 
Aſtrological skill would become rank poiſon to the 
Aſtrologer, as being ſuch a thing as would lead them 
to the Devil ſooner than to. God, and draw them in- 
ro Sorcery and other evil Arts, whereby they would 
be intangled with Diabolical Familiarities ere they 
were aware, even as are Witches and Conjurers. And 
here I would ah ). B. bow many of the many Aftro- 
logers now adays have attained to that Celeſtial and 
Supernatural Wiſdom, that is requiſite to keep theme 
from falling in with the Devil, and becoming Sor- 
cerers, to uſe his own phraſe, p. 25. 

And again in the Treatiſe it ſelf, p. 35. I would 
have the Reader to know , ſayes he, that there are 
many that under colour of Aſtrology , do practiſe 
other 
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other Diabolical Arts of Magick or Sorcery , which 
are quite different things, and of no kin to Aſtrolo- 
gy. And this Theme he writes copionſly and freely 
wpor for three or four pages there together. I will 
only ſet down one paſſage more which ſhall ſerve for 
all the reſt, p.38. But true it is that too many Aſtro- 
logers uſing their skill more prophanely than religi- 
ouſly, and finding that their Rules of natural Art 
cannot tell them all things they would know, or fo 
eaſily or quickly as they would know them, they fall 
into the ſtudy and practice of Geomancy, Sorcery, 
and plain Witchcraft. The Devil though he be a moſt 
damned Apoſtate, yet is an Angel, and as ſuch hag 
gkill in all natural caufes, and the reaſons of future 
Contingencies, beyond the moſt learned of mortal 
men that ever wrote, except ſuch who wrote and 
ſfpake by Divine Inſpiration. Now if any man will (6 
fe fall from God as to be Confederate with this Apo- 
ſtate, or any of his Infernal Imps, there is no doubt 
but he may ſave the labour of a World of ſtudy which. 
it coſts other men , and he ſhall have his Aſtrol 

at ſecond hand by a kind of Diabolical ſnſpiration, 
and that more readily and punCtually to the purpoſe 
than they that by great labour and pains come 
more honeſtly by it. Lo, what an ample teſtimony 
]. B. has given to confirm this charge of mine againſt 
the Profeſſors of Aſtrology, whenas be himſelf con- 
feſſes of them, that many betake themſelves to the 
Confederacy of Infernal Imps, and the conſulting 
with familiar Spirits, or the having ſome way their 
aſſiſtance, who have a faculty to raiſe the very Scene 
of the things enquired before their ſight or imagi- 
nation, as I have heard alſo from experienced par- 
ties.. Wherefore many Aftrologers PrediGFing or Di- 
| vining 
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vining by theſe unlawful and Helliſh aſſiſtances, and 
ieputing what they do to the Art of Aſtrology, it is 
manifeſt, that this deſtroys the force of the Arga- 
ment fetcht from the truth of their Divinations or 
Predi&ions, when they are true: it ſeldom happen- 
ing that one can be aſſured that it was not from 
Diabolical aſſiſtance, while Afirology is pretended, 
beſides that other Topick of chance. 

SeF.5. They may excite ſuch perſons and at ſuch 
a time to make their demands, exc. Anf. Now al- 
though, ſays J. B. (p. 110.) the Devils may very 
poſſibly excite men to make their demands, yet be 
ſure the Heavens at thoſe times it is not in the De- 
wile power to frame at all, &c. Repl. It need not 
be inthe Devil's power to frame the Heavens at that 
time, be. having obſerved in that frame they ther 
are, that from the fiditions Rules of Aſtrology the * 
Artiſt will give Anſwer according to truth, that co- 
Incidence of things happening ſo at that time as to 
agree with the principles of Aitrology (as the Lin- 
net muted on the word Dunghil) Which coincidence 
the Devil ob ſerving without any changing the Hea- 
vers but only by exciting the party to go at that nick 
of time, occafioneth the Aitrologer luckily to hit the 
mark. 

So thoſe whoſe misfortunes and deaths are predi&- 
ed muſt to the Pot to credit the Art, ec. Anſ. 7t 
ſeems then with the Door (p. 111. ) theſe Devils 
can hill whom and when they liſt, and that as well 
Saints as Sinners, and the Anti- Aſtrologiſts as well 
as the Philo- Aſtrologiſts.. For thus was predifed 
the Death of Picus as well as Cardan, «nd of Gafſen- 
dus as wel as Afcletarion. Repl. Neither whom nor 
when they lil, For in this Seffion I reſtrain it to 
the 
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the devoted admirers of Aſtrology, nor to them, but 
when they have ſuperſtitiouſly given their lives or 
fortunes to be determined by the vain Rules of that 
Art. And as for Picus and Cardan 7 would wiſh 
J. B. to read Gaſſendus touching the Caſe, who tells 
#s how Gauricus himſelf writes how three Geneth- 
hiaci of thoſe times prediFed only that Picus would 
die before the thirty ſixth year of bis Age, which na- 
turally implies, that he would live to the thirty 
fifth thereof, whenas be liv'd but thirty one years. 
And Ballantius 8hat pretended to hit the mark 4t the 
thirty third year of his Age, over-ſhot himſelf two 
gears or thereabout. $0 that it is avain Allegation 
to ſay the Devil then had power to kill Picus the An- 
ti- Aſtrologift, when he neitber did aſſiſt thoſe Ge- 
nethliaci, or if be did, was ignorant of the time of 
his death, and conſequently was no cauſe _— 
And ar for Cardan be pined away himſelf to death, 
being impatient of being laughed at for aut-living 
his own PrediFion. And for the Predi@jon of Gal- 
ſendus bis death by Aitrologers, T will conſtder it 
after 1 know it. He quotes no Anthor for if, and 
therefore I ſhall defer any Anſwer to it til} be daeg. 
And for Aſcletarion , Cardan bimſelf ſuſpes it far 
a Fable, as you may ſee in Gallendus, Bu# if there 
had been any truth, either touching Cardan's death, 
as the Aſtrologers report it, .or Alcletation's, 7 have 
ſpent my judgment of it already, Sect. 6, And for 
thoſe other three Predidions be mentions, after T 
have certain information how the puniual 11me of 
the Birth of Ciomwel, Philip Proſper, and Charles 
Guſtavus was known , and am acquainted with the 
erſon of that moſt ingenious Artiſt J. G. as well a 


bimſelf, IT hold it time enough to give an __ 
An 
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And I think I have anſwered all pretences ſuffici- 
ently already, in maintaining the former Chapter 
againit ). B. and ſo plainly demonſtrating that all 
the ſuppoſed Rudiments of Aſtrology are mere Fool- 
eries. , 

They gain a right againſt a man without explicit 
contra, ec. Anſ. What's all this to the purpoſe, 
ſays he, (p. 109.) unleſs there conld be no ſuch 
#hings as Conjurers but what are firſt Aftrologers 2 
Repl. Tes it is to the purpoſe, For though this be 
not the only way to be entangled in Diabolical ſu- 
perſtitions, yet becauſe it is one way, and that a 
ſpecial one, it is worth the while to take notice 
of it. 

TS. 6. I demand how it can be proved that Aſtro- 
logy was not here only for a Vizard, and that a Ma- 
gician or Wizard was not underneath, ec. Anf. Tow 
muſt note now, ſays he (p. 109.) that to have fa- 
miliarity with theſe Dzmons jo as to predi@ or tel} 
any thing by tirtue of ſuch a familiarity, is puniſh- 
able with death both by the law of God and Man, 
&c. Repl. That there are many that under the vi- 
zard of Aſtrology are really Magicians or Wizards, 
IT have abundantly proved already to be the opinion 
of ]. B. himſelf. And therefore my Rueition is rai- 
ſed upon' a ground acknowledged in common by 
w#5.both, and he is bound to anſwer any ſeeming in- 
convenience from the opinion as much as my ſelf. 
Nor does it at all follow, becanſe ſuch an Aſtrologi- 
cal Predifion, it is uncertain whether it be the ex- 
ploit of a Magician or 4 mere Aſtrologer, that he 
that predi&s it is to be arraigned for a Magician, 
but that. ſuch a PrediFion is no proof for the ſoli- 
dity of Aſtrology , unleſs it can be proved that the 
Predi1 


Cu av. xvii. A Confutation of Aſtrology. 


PrediGor is no Wizard or Magician, And if he 
be certainly cleared thereof (without he predid 
better than Cardan allows AFtrologers to predidF) 
unleſs it be proved alſo that it is not chance but Art, 
that he prediGed true. 

Se&.7. It may as well nay better be fuppoled to 
proceed from the ſecret infinuations or vigble con- 
verſe of the Acry Wanderers, &>c. Anf. Wet now, 
ſays he (p.32.) we are beholden to the DoFor, be doth 
not call us downright Conjurers, Sorcerers or Witch- 
es, but it is to be ſuſpeFed ſo, &c. Repl. But not 
always, but when things fall out pundGually right. 
For then unleſs they will take ſanGFuary in the Lin- 
nets tail, and acknowledge they predifed ſo ex- 
aFly by chance, according to ). B. his own Conceſ- 
ftons, it is too too probable there was the aſſiſtance 
of ſome Infernal Imp in the buſineſs, with whom the 
Aſtrologer is Confederate, who has this his Aſtrology 
at the ſecond hand as ).B.phraſes it, by « kind of 
Diabolical Inſpiration , and that more readily and 
punctually to the purpoſe , than they that by great 
labour and pains come more honeſily by it ; they 
are his own words above recited. And now let any 
indifferent Reader judge,whether theſe pun@ual Pre- 
ditions be not, unleſs they happen by chance, better 
imputed to Diabolical Inſpiration, as ).B. calls it, 
than to the pretended Art of Aſtrology; which quite 
ſpoils the pretence of arguing for Aſtrology fron 
ſome Events punGually anſwering the Prediftions. 

SeF. 8. Of that unparallel'd preſumption , and 
wicked faucineſs of vain-glorious Cardar. Anl. The 
Anſwer to this charge or what ever is like it againſt 
Cardan (p. 14) is very ſlim and ſhuffling, and 
does not at all come home to the matter. For Prſt 
X e 
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he fayr, Cardan tells in what Poſition the Heavens 
were at Chriſt's Birth, which is no more than Aſtro- 
nomers do, who Calculate the Planets places for any 
time. Repl. This I confeſs there is no burt in if 
they knew the time exadly of Chriſt's Birth ; but 
to pretend to give the Configuration of the Hea- 
vens in a miſtaken time of Chriſt s Birth, as Car- 
- dan and ). B. have done, is an apparent piece of fol- 
ly. Secondly, ſays he, Cardan avers, that as the Hea- 
vens were then poſited, that ſuch and ſuch manners, 
complexion, and ordinary accideuts were wont to 
follow as befel our Saviour. And if this be culpable 
then wo be to all Phyſicians, who out of their read- 
ings and experiments ecelleF receits of Medicines 
from their kill in Herbs. Repl. As if the Stars 
bad as natural aud effeFual operation upon the per- 
ſon of our Saviour to make bim to be, do, and ſuffer, 
what he was, did and ſuffered, ar phyſick has npon 
a Patient. . From whence it will follow that the San- 
Tity of his perſon, which was from the Holy Ghoſt, 
the Power of doing Miracles, which was alſo ſuper- 
natural; and the laying down of his life which was 
from himſelf merely and voluntary, fboxld be from 
the Influence of the Stars, as Cardan expreſly con- 
fefſes (as IThhall note anon) that the Law of Chriſt 
and Moles is from the Stars as well as that of Maho- 
met end the Pagans. And here I appeal to all the 
World if it be not 4 wild preſumption and wicked 
Saeucineſ; of Cardan thus to ſnbje# the Holy Jeſus 
and his Divine Law to the Influence of the Stars, 
and place them in the ſame Claſſts with Manometiſm 
and Paganiſm. If this be not emormous preſumption 
and ſaucinels, conſidering the greatnels of our $4vi- 
ours perſon, and groſs wickedneſs and impiety, con- 
fidering his Holineſs, 1 dare appeal to ]. B. himſelf. 
But he goes on. Thirdly 
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Thirdly and laſtly, Cardan aſſerts, ſays he, That 
by virtue of his Aitrological experience (or at leaſt 
]. B. phanſtes be does, that he may ſeem to do as he 
does) and the nature of the poſition of the Heavens 
compared with the life of our Saviour,he found ſome 
confirmation of the truth of the time of Chriits Na- 
tivity, and that the truth of the time of Chriſt's 
Birth was ſome confirmation of the truth and worth 
of Aſtrology. And if this be blaſphemy, &c, then 
ſure the Scriptures muſt needs be as much too,which 
affirm the time of Chriſt's Birth, and declare of the 
wiſe men how they found him out by their Starry In- 
telligence, or indeed by their Aſtrological kill. 
Repl. As for Cardan's making uſe of his Calculation 
of Chriſt's Nativity to find out the time thereof ex- 
atly, or to conciliate authority to Aſtrology there- 
by, ſo far as I can find, they are the mere ſurmiſes of 
J. B. But to affirer, that there is as much blaſphemy 
or impious ſaucineſs to ſet down ſimply the time of 
Chriſt's Birth as the Scripture does, as there is to 
pretend to know it by Cardan's Principles of Aſtro- 
logy, which determine the condition of the perſon 
and Law of Chriſt to the Influence of the Heavens 
and Stars in ſuch ſort as they do the Religion of 
Mahomet 4nd of the Pagans, is ſuch a piece of extra- 
vagancy and wildneſs, that nothing can be more. 

And yet that is a mervellons freak alſo to under- 
fland that, Matth. 2. 9. as J. B. does. When they 
had heard the King they departed, and loe, the Star 
which they ſaw in the Eaſt went before them till it 
came and ſtood over where the young Child was. 
Upon which he gloſſes thus. The Scripture declares 
of the Wiſe men how they found Chriſt out by their 
Starry Intelligence, or indeed by their Aſtrological 
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shill. Whenas the following this Star required no 
more hill in Aſtrology than to follow a Lantern- 
Carrier, or a Link: Boy in a Winter Night. It was 
neither Planet, nor fixt Star, nor any natural Co- 
met, eſpecially as to its motion, but rather J\aiuwy 
cIny%, or an Angel or good Genius diſplaying his 
viſibility in the form of a Star , according to the 
opinion of the Ancients. And that the Genii do ap- 
pear in ſuch a form, there is frequent mention in 
Hiſtory. T have already ſufficiently made good my 
charge againſt Cardan of his preſumption and wick- 
ed ſaucineſs in Calculating our Saviour's Nativity 
in that ſenſe, in which he underſtands his own att, 
and we ſee how weak and vain }. B. his defence ix, 
Which ſhall yet be made out more fully by what 1 
ſhall reply to his Anſwers to other paſſages of this 
preſent Sedion. 

With that enormous boaſter and ſelf-conceited 
Wit, the prophane and giddy-headed YVanings, and 
tranſported Applauder and Admirer of that wild and 
vain ſuppoſition of Cardan, &c. Anſ. Has he, ſays 
J. B. (p. 12.) named any thing out of Vaninus that 
proves either his enormous boating, or any thing 
of his merely ſelf-conceited Wit, or ought that ſhews 
kim prophane and giddy-headed & Does he name 
any of his Writings that muſt needs be impious, or 
any of his Do@rines which are Jo vill ainons, di- 
ſtorted, and againſt the truth and ſucredneſs of 
Chriſtian Ri ligion £ Repl Has J. B. read Vaninus 
himſelf, whereby he may pretend that IT have given 
a-wrong Charafer of him upon his own knowledge 8 
As for the proof of Vaninus kis boaſting and jelf- 
conceitedneſs, IT have put ).B. in a way already 
(upon the fourteenth Chapter) whereby he may be 


ſatisfied. 
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ſatisfied. And for his giddy-headedneſs and whins- 


Zicalneſi, his admiration of ſo vain and frivolous 
an Art as Aſtrology, and hii building ſo great mat- 
ters on it, is proof enough. To ſay nothing how he 
ſhifts and flings about to ſhuffle off thoſe certain 
truths of Apparitions in the Air of humane ſhape, 

&c. One while phancying that they may be Images 
or Statues librated in the Air by certain Mathema- 
tical Laws. Another while that an Image full of 
rifts and little holes, newly coloured and moiſt, ap- 
plied to ſmoak, the ſmoak carries the repreſentati- 
on of the Image on high. Other ſometimes that ſome 
light Image may be carried up into the Air by being 
hung at the foot of ſome Kite or Fagle. Another 
while that theſe Appearances are nothing but the reek 
of mens bodies which therefore repreſent humane 
ſhapes carried on high. With ſeveral other as vain 
conceits, whereby he would elude the truth of ſuch 
Apparitions in the vulgar ſenſe, and the exiſtence 
of Demons, which is his main ſcope. $0 in like 
manner, that there may be no Witches that have any 
Confederacy with familiar Spirits, he phanſies that 
old ones do all their miſchief by the filthineſs of 
their breath , by which they corrupt whole Fields 

of Corn,the young ones by the ſirength of their phan- 
ſre,with many ſuch whimzical things which it would 

be tedious to recite, ]. B. may read them at his lei- 

ſure in Vaninus, beginning at the 50.. and holding 

on to the 60. Dialogue. 

But my charge of Prophaneneſs and Impiety is of 
more conſequence to make good. And here I will 
appeal to the judgment of J. B. himſelf, what he may 
think of ſuch ſuggeſtions as theſe in Vaninus. 7. 
Chriſtum (c crucitigendum obtulifle ad ys" 

apu 
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apud poſteros #terni nominis gloriam. 2. Moſer vi- 
vum ſe in abyſlum dejeciſle, ut in caelum raptum eſſe 
populus crederet. 3. Unicum elle verum cultum, 
Legem Naturz, quz & Deus eſt 3 czteras Leges Fig- 
menta efle 4 Principibus ad ſubditorum Pxdagogiam 
excogitata & a Sacrificulis ob honoris & auri aucupi- 
um, confirmata, non miraculis, ſed Scriptur (cujus 
Originale nullibi invenitur) quz miracula ficta reci- 
tet, & bonarum ac malarum actionum repromiſliones 
polliceatur,in futur tamen vita,ne fraus detegi poſlit, 
4. Miracula & portenta Religionum aut fuille ſacer- 
dotum impoſturas aut ad caulas naturalesreferri poſle. 
(Theſe you may ſee in Dialogne the 50. And Dia- 
logue #he-52. which is the fifth paſſage which I will 
wore.) 5. Omnia orta occidere & autta ſeneſcere, 
non ſolum Arbores, Bruta Animalia, Homines, fed 
Urbes, Regna & Religiones. 6. Mundum efle zter- 
num ideoq; qui nunc ſunt in uſu ritus centies millies 
fuiſſe, totieſq; renaſci quoties ceciderunt. 7. Cor- 
pora cceleſtia de Regibus,. de Regnis, de Civitatibus 
& de rebus magnis in Univerſum ſollicita eſſe, ac 
proinde ubi illis immutatio imminet, in Ccelo, in E- 
lementis, in Plantis, in Brutis, & in Hominibus di- 
verſa nobis ſigna & prodigia objicere. 8. Corpora 
verd cceleſtia (1 Reges, Regna, 8& Civitates curant, 
multo magisReligiones & Legillatores, quos ipſa con- 
ſtituunt Divinz Voluntatis prznuntios , qui & Dei 
Filii merits nuncupari poſtunt. 9g. Religiones in ſui 
ortu & interitu non in medio miracula oftentare, cu- 
Jas rei hanc eſſe cauſam, quia in longiſlimis temporum 
intervallisintercedunt Planetarum conjunCtiones: quo 
tempore novam Religionem inſtitui ac proinde vete- 
rem ccflare. Eq; magnis fidcram conjun@ionibug, 
quum inferiora hxc ſummam nanciſcantur poteſta- 


tem, 
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tem, admiranda opera proterri, hominum voluntates 
tunc immutari, phantalian qui Intelle&us voluntatis 
conſiliarius utitur Calo ſubjici. Virum igitur ſapien- 
tem ſacroſq; zterni nominis honores appetentem cum 
hec futura previdit, prophetam ſe 3 Deo miſfſum pre- 
dicare, quzq; necetlaria cceleſtium corporum vi mi- 
racula fiunt, confitz ſui ipſtus omnipotentiz adſcri- 
bere,atqzita deluſam plebeculamillum admirari & ado- 
rare. 10. Ea demum efle vera miracula quz poſt 
longiſhimas Caclorum circuitiones accidunt, non que 
naturz vires ſuperant. 11. Caleltia corpora Vates 
inſtruere, rerum futurarum ſpecies in ipſorum Intel- 
lectu effingendo. Nam (i Sol dat muris formam in fi- 
meto, quanto facilius eventi futuri fpeciem in phanta- 
fla? 12, Ex Cardani {ententia unam in omnibus A- 
nimantibus efle animam, quz pro materiz diſpolitione 
plus minuſve fe alicut communicat. 

But I hope by this time }. B. is tired ont or ſur- 
feited with ſuch prophane ſtnff, and bluſhes that he 
ſhould ſtand up for ſuch a Patron of Aitrology as 
this. But if he like it, he may find more of the ſame 
ſuit in the following Dialogues. $80 little injury 
have I done Vaninus in ſaying he is impious and 
prophane. . Nay, I ſhall bring Vaninus his ſelf againſt 
himſelf, or the general ſenſe of all Chriitians, and 
upon this very point of Cardans ſaucy preſumption of 
Calculating the Nativity of our Saviour. In his 
Amphitheatrum Aternz Providentiz Divino-Magi- 
cum Exercit. 8. There ſays Vaninus,that PetrusPom- 
ponatius allows indeed the miracles of both Religi- 
ons, Jewiſh and Chriſtian, to be true, . but that the 
efficient cauſe of them is to be referred to the Stars, 
or the ffrength of imagination. And concerning 
the Stars, he fays, Hieronymus Cardanus 3s y/ the 

ams 
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ſame opinion, namely, where he declares, that, Lex 
Judaica eſt a Saturno, Chriſtiana 2 Jove & Mercu- 
rio, Mahometica 2 Sole e&- Marte, & Idololatria 2 
Luna & Marte, &c. IWherenpon Vaninus cries out, 
O Os impudentifiimum ! O Linguam execrandam ! 
O ſermones inquinatiſimos! O voces deteſtandas ! 
Which be ſpeaks either ironically or ſeriouſly; if ſe- 
riouſly, it is a teſtimony with a vengeance, both 
againſt himſelf and J. B. if ironically , which is 
more conſonant to that in his Dialogues, then it is 
an exultation of Vaninus in this bold conceit of 
Cardan. 

But there is another more notable paſſage to the 
ſame purpoſe in the ſame Exercitation. Where Car- 
dan again is brought in ſpeaking thus , Lex noſtra 
& Servator ipſe ſub Arietzs Conjunctione Superiorum 
natus eſt,8& ipſa Lex orta 3 promulgata vero ſub Con- 
junctione Superiorum i» Sagittario , i* Regione A- 
rieti ſubjeF4, &c. Whereupon Vaninus again ex- 
claims, O facrilegam doCtrinam & ex hominum con- 
ſortio eliminandam ! O impietatem nefariam & poſt 
homines natos inauditam, Prophetarum vaticinia, 
Chriſtianam Religionem 2 Deo inſtitutam, a Deo mi- 
raculis confirmatam, ad fabuloſam & commentitiam 
Arietis Conjunctionem referre! Here 1 appeal to ].B. 
if I have ſpoke any thing either concerning Cardan 
or Vaninus more harſh than theſe Exclamations of 
Vaninus againſt Cardan, In which if he be in good 
earneſt, he does in fouleſt manner condemn both 
Cardan and himſelf, and let ). B. look to himſelf 
too that he come not into the bargain. But if be 
ſpeaks by way of Irony, yet being he perſonates the 
whole pious Chriitian World, and ſpeaks but what 
they would naturally expreſs, there is the whole 

/ Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian World juſtifying my ſharp reprehenſions of 
Cardan 4nd Vaninus againſt the Cavils of ]. B. But 
out of what has been produced above, it is ſuffici- 
ently clear, what an impionus and prophane ſoul Va- 
ninus was. 

To ſee theſe three buſy Sticklers againſt Chriſtia- 
nity, &#c. Anl. He charges them all three, ſays he 
(p. 18.) as Sticklers againſt Chriſtianity and high 
pretenders againſt the Chriſtian Faith, whenas all 
well read men do know that Cardan was a Chriſtian 
Philoſopher and Phyſician , and died a Profeſſor of 
the Chriſtian Faith, and ſo did Vaninus too. Repl. 
Ar if a Profeſſor of Chriſtianity may not yet be no 
good Chriftian, or not really ſtickle against it, and 
more dangerouſly while heprofeſſer it. Avery Atheiſt 
may be a Profeſſor of Chriſtianity, which yet TI will 
not ſay Cardan was. But ſome paſſages of his are ſo 
Atheiſtical that they that befriend him moſt are fain 
to acknowledge him to be mad, that he may not ſeen 
an Atheiſt, What an unchriitian thing is that to 
»ake the Religion of Chriſt draw its Original from 
n0 higher a Principle than Mahometiſm does, that is, 
from the Influence of the Planets, that from Jupiter 
and Mercury, as this from Sol and Mars, and ex- 
preſly to declare of all the miraculous things inChriſt 
that the reaſon of thee may be reſolved into the power 
of theStars.The words ofCardan inVaninus are theſe, 
Amphitheatr. Ztern. Provid. Exercit. 7. Eſt genefis 
Domini noſtri Jeſu Chriſti in qu4 tot videbis & tanta 
mirabilia ut judices, etſi naturalibus rationibus ſo- 
lummodo infiſtendum <flet, Chriſti Nativitatem fu- 
ile admirabilem, Naturamq, illi tribuifſe, quantum 
concurſu omnium Calorum excogitari poterat. And 
in the ſame Exercitation he attributes Chriſt s po- 

Y verty, 
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werty, that he had not where to lay his head, to the 
xp» TUygns which he calls Sors) its being under 
the Earth in the Terms of Saturn. And Exercit. 8, 
His diſputing in the Temple at twelve years of Age, 
to Jupiter his being in his Aſcendant. And his put- 
ting an end to the Jewiſh Religion, to his having 
Saturn R«trograde in theninth Houſe.Which he ſays 
ſignified, Studium evertendz Religions in qui natus 
erat. When yet our Saviour expreſly profeſſes he came 
wot to deſiroy the Law but to fulfil it, that is, to 
carry it on to further perfeFion and completion, 
which ill agrees with the Retrogradation of Sa- 
eurn. 
And in the ſame Exercitation. After Cardan hag 
attributed the fewiſh Religion to Saturn, the Chri- 
ſtian to Jupiter and Mercury, the Mahometan to $ol 
end Mars, aud the Idolatrons Pagan to the Moon 
and Mars, be: madly bolds on, ſaying, Solvitur au- 
tem unaquzq; Lex a {uo contrario. Saturrum debel- 
lat Jupiter authoritate, & Mercurixs ratione. Fovene 
& Afercurium debellat Mars non audiens rationes & 
{zviens contra- authoritatem. Martem & Solem de- 
bellant Seturans & Venus, hxc laſcivii, ille dolis, 
Martem &% Lunam debellant Sol & Jupiter authori- 
tate, dignitate & veritate. Upon which he concludes, 
Ob hoc Chriſtiani erigite capitaz qui poteſt capere,ca- 
piat. As if he had predifted ſome excellent ſtate 
or over ſpreading Empire of the Chriſtian Religion 
#pon the Converſion of the Turks. But what he has 
writ be acknowledges to be obſcure, though it be in 
the mean time clear enough that he imputes all Re- 
ligicns alike to the natural Influence of the Hea- 
vins and Stars, 

I/hence his Faith cannot be Chriſiian but 4 
| Phanſie, 
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\Phavſie , the true Faith in Chriſt being to believe 
his Miſſuon ſupernatural, and the condition in 
which he was in all his miraculous reſpe&s not to 
proceed from the AſpeFs of the Heavenly Bodies at 
his Nativity, but from the immediate a | app of 
the Holy Ghoſt, who alſo overſhadowed the Virgin 
in his Conception. Now I demand of ). B. how lit- 
tle diſtant from blaſphemy it is to ſubjugate the 
Holy Ghoſt to the Laws of the Stars, as if he were 
determined by them to ad, or if he be free, that he 
ſhould chuſe to over-ſhadow the Holy Virgin at ſuch 
a time that his Nativity would fall ont under ſuch 
a Configuration of the Heavens as might indicate 
all the great concerns of our Bleſſed Saviour, as 
proceeding from the Influence of the Stars, and ſo 
expoſe him to be thought a mere natural Prophet not 
a Supernatural one, and give occaſion to this damma- 
ble conceit of Cardan and Vaninus, that Prophets 
and Religions, of what ſort ſoever, are but the ef- 
feFs of the Stars. Certainly this had not become 
the wiſdom of the Holy Ghoſt, and therefore it is a 
reproach and contumely againit bim to ſuppoſe it. 
Whence }. B. his pretence of Calculating of our $4- 
viours Nativity, and finding ont the very minute of 
bis Birth, per Accidentia Nati, is quite blown away. 
And Chriſt himſelf profeſſes, John 10. 17, 18. 
Therefore doth my Father love me , becauſe I lay 
down my life that I might take it again. No man 
taketh it ſrom me, but I lay it down my (elf. hich 
T leave to }. B. to conſider how well it conſiſts with 
his making our Saviour obnoxious to an Aſtrologi- 
cal avauerrs, or Sydereal Interfeor. 

But to return to Cardan, I would have ].B. to con- 
ſider what a kind of Chriſtian Philoſopher Cardan 

SY 
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can be reputed, and in what a kind of profeſſion of 
the Chriſtian Faith he could die, who made our $8- 
viour Chrift only an Altral Prophet, or Sydereal 
Law-giver, who makes him born of the Stars, as he 
phanſies Moles and Mahomet #9 have been, whenas it 
75 an Article of our Creed that be was Conceived by 
the Holy Ghoſt, nor was obnoxious to any Aſtrolo- 
gical Anzreta, but laid down his life of himſelf. 
And I demand of ]. B. did the Stars unite him hy- 
poitatically with the eternal Logos, or raiſe him 
out of his grave the third day * Aſſuredly therefore 
there was an immediate power of God and wholly 
Supernatural that effeFed all tho 7 wonderful things 
that all true Chriſtians believe and profeſs concern- 
ing the Holy Jeſus. Beſides, Vaninus has noted in his 
Dialogues , that Cardan held but one common ſoul 
in the Univerſe, which diverſly communicates it 
ſelf to diverſly prepared matier. How this will con- 
7 ar that life and immortality which Chriſt 
brought to light through his Goſpel, I leave again to 
J. B. #0 conſider. 

And now for Vaninus bimſelf, how well he conld 
be thought to have died in the profeſſion of the 
Chriſtian Faith, let his Dialogues anſwer for hin, 
out of which I have above produced ſo many prophane 
and impious paſſages, as T had noted them in my 
Adverſaria, Moreover at the point of his death, 
when he was brought to execution, which no good 
Chriſtian can think of without pity and horrour, 
he affe@ing to a the part of a conſtant and magna- 
nimonus Philoſopher, was ſo far from profeſſang him- 
ſelf a Chriſtian, that in vainly magnifying him- 
ſelf he inſulted over the meritoriows Agony of our 
ever Bleſſed Saviour. For the Monk that accompa- 
nied 
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ied him offering him a Crucifix to contemplate, he 
rejeed it with ſcorn to the Crucified Jeſus, ſaying,, 
Ill: in extremis prz timore imbellis fudor, ego imper- 
_ territus morior; And yet }. B. declares of Vaninus 
too, that he died likewiſe in the profeſſion of the 
Chriſtian Faith. As if it were impoſſible for any 
one that was an Aumirer of Aſtrology (which J.B, 
will have a Science moſt Sacred and Divine) but be 
ſhould be alſo a good Chriſtian. When yet in ano- 
ther mood he will freely acknowledge that many by 
the affeting that Art have fallen into the ſnares of 
the Infernal Fiends. 
By this time, I hope,T have made it good by theſe 
my brief Annotations. Firſt, that though I writ 
ſomething ſharply and ſatyrically again Cardan 
and Vaninus, and fuch like Aſtrologers, yet T have 
not exceeded their demerit , but have dealt juitly 
and faithfully in the buſineſr.. Secondly, That I 
have clearly ſkewn the impertinences and weakneſſes 
of the very chiefeſt of J. B. his pretended Anſwers fo 
my Confutation of the main Principles of Aſtrology. 
And thirdly and laſtly , that there being nothing 
conſiderable in his Anſwers to my Arguments againſt 
Aſtrology ,” that it is very probable he thought to 
make it up in ſordid railing and rude buffoonry, 
hoping to engage me in his own Element that Imight 
ſo be brought to encombate him as a Cock on his own 
Dunghil. But true Philoſophy and Chriſtianity has 
taught ns a better Leſſon. 
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But he thought me to be a very March-Bird at the 
Game, 
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Gems: aud as he profeſſes (p. 7.) be expeFed ny 


.better language from me than Cardan and Vaninus 


met with at my hands, and therefore arms bimſelf 
with ſuch a patience , that ſhall quench all the ut- 
moſt brands of my fury , inſomnch as can my Pen 
ſputter out altogether Wild-fire, yet I ſhall never 
hurt him. $80 furious an Aſſailant out of his deep 
inſight into Judiciary Aſtrology did he prognoſtick 
7 would be. But good man,the ſuperſtitious pre ſa- 
ges of his Art have made him more ſcared than hurt. 
Which might be another Argument amongſt the reſt 
of the vanity of his Aſtrological Profeſſion, that he 
can't tell aforehand in his contentions and brangles 
he begins with men, whether he ſhall carry the Cauſe 
or his Adverſary. And yet if be had liv'd at the 
time that our Saviour was born in, and had been 
of that Age or rather skill in Aſtrology that he was 
when he wrote his Chriſtologia, he would infallibly 
have foretold all the Accidents of our Saviour's 
Life. 

ay to give him his due, his Nativity-Schemes of 
our Saviour Chriſt and $. John Baptiſt, with his 
Aſtrological deſeant thereon, by operoſe pulling and 
ſtretching of things, looks ſpecionſly and prettily at 
firſt ſight, and I muſt confeſs, T have neither the lei- 
ſure, nor think it worth the while, to examine them 
according to the Principles of his own Art, which 1 
have abundantly demonſirated to be but a Foolery. 
But in my ſlight peruſal I cannot but obſerve, that 
theſe two great Aſirologers Cardan and }.B. give 
quite contrary judgments of the natural Qualities 
of our. Saviour's perſon. For whenas Cardan will 
have the Heavenly Influence to breath into him no- 
thing but Picty, Juſtice, Faithfulneſs, Simplicity a»d 
Charity, 
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Charity, ].B. on the contrary reports, as T have no- 
ted above, that though Jupiter indeed on the Alcen- | | 
dent promiſes well, yet, ſays he, Mars is ſet as if he | 
ftood on purpoſe to deitroy a Nativity ſo oppoſite to | 


Jupiter ed the Alcendent, and being ſtrong withal, 
he ſeems to threaten all good Qualities with an 
overturn, infuſing nothing but Choler, Fury and Ma- 'E 
lice into the Natives bead. And diſpoſing of the | | 
Moon he makes her ſo too. The Sun alſo looks upon 'F 
the Culpe aſcending with an evil Quadrature, and ! | 
ſuch as uſually renders a Native much more proud | 
and ambitions than either wiſe or good-natured. 
And Mercury complying with Sol in the ſame Aſpet# 
endeavours to encline this ſacred perſon to theſt and 
lies, Can there be two Charatters more contrary the 
one to the other than theſe, or a greater Argument 
of the folly and madneſs of Aſtrology ? 

But I noted alſo, that wheregs ]. B. out of Chriſt's | 
Nativity-Scheme declares our Saviour of an health- 
ful, robuitiogs complexion, 4nd exceeding able to 
firuggle with Death, how ill this conſorts with that 
paſſage of Scripture which ſays, he was found dead 
on the Croſs before the two Thieves that were Cru» 
cified with him, ſo that there was no need to break 
his Legs to haſten his dying. And laſtly, T appeal 
to ]. B, who cannot bat be acquainted with- all the | 
pullings and ſiretchings, and the preſſing of ſmall 
things, and the ſuppre Jing of what iq not for their 
turn with Aſtrologers; if a Turkiſh Aſtrologer bad 
been to give judgment on this Nativity-Scheme of 
Chris}, where the Moon ſits upon the Culpe of the \ 
Eighth Houſe,or the Houſe of Death.whether he would 
not (according to that conceit of the Turks,that God 
would not ſuffer ſo good « man as Chriſt to be Cru- 

cified, 
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cified, but that Judas was truſſed up in his ſtead) 
have declared with Albohaly, that the Moon in this 
poſture did not prognoſtick a violent death but 
great ſtraits and danger, & Natum fore fugiti- 
vum, aud ſo to eſcape with his life. But ].B. will 
Anſwer , the Moon was alſo in near Conjun@ion 
with Algol's Head, Repl. But that (as Aitrologers 
wſe to do) I conceive the Turkiſh Aſtrologer would 
either willingly overſee or conveniently omit. But 
ſappoſe Algol's Head put in its Noſe here too, and 
that the Moon muſt be lethiferons in this Caſe, yet 
hear what Cardan ſays to the point , mergit aquis 
Luna in octava exiſtens, the Moon in the eighth 
Houſe drowns men, not hangs them either on Croſs 
or Gallows and any ordinary man would have 
thought that he that is orn'd to be drown'd could 
not have been hang d, if there were any thing in 
Aſtrology, as be, according” to the Proverb , that is 
orn'd to be hang d will never be drown'd. 

But this is but a ſlight Velitation in compariſon 
of what I ſhall now prodnce to the convincing of 
J. B. of his folly in pretending to Calculate our Sa- 
viour's Nativity, or indeed in pretending at large 
that there is any thing in Aſtrology. For theſe two 
Nativity-Schemes of Chriſt, 2»d $8. John #he Baptiſt, 
being as ſpeciows and plauſible as any of them can 
offer (T le appeal to ). B. himſelf if it be not ſo) if 
T prove that ].B. is ſo far from telling the day and 
minute of Chriſt's Birth, that he bas miſſed of the 
Tear, T hope he will according to his promiſe (p. 7.) 
obſerving theſe two ſuch elaborate Nativity-Schemes 
to prove but the fruit of the Indicrous Principles of 
Aitrology, and his own working phanſie, for ever 
bid adien to that vain Impoſture. 

T 
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T will with all poſſible brevity intimate to hine 
what may convince him of this his miſtake in time. 
And the firſt thing is, That his firſt main ground, 
which is, that there are jufF 4000. years from the 
Creation of the firſs Adam #0 the Incarnation of the 
Second, is not only precarious, as being built upon 
an uncertain interpretation of the 4000. Cubits of 
Waters, Ezech. Ch.47. (thoſe 4c00. Cubits being ca- 
pable of a Symbolical ſenſe as well as a Numeral) : But 
it is further evident , that his interpretafion (8. 
John having manifeſtly prevented him in his deſcrip- 
tion of the River of Paradiſe, Apoc. Ch. 22. and 
determined that Viſion in Ezekiel to the times of 
the new Hierufalem, when the fulneſs of the Gentiles 
will be come in, and all [(racl be ſaved, as the Apoſile 
ſpeaks, Rom. 11. 25.) It is evident, I ſay, that 
his Interpretation is falſe; Thoſe Waters meaſured 
by the Angel, and the deſcription of the River and 
Trees bringing their monthly Fruits,prefiguring ſuch 
a ſtate of the Church as will not appear at leait 
till the ſeventh Vial, but is to be moſt properly ac- 
compliſhed under the ſecond and third Thunders : 
So that he has plainly err d already near one thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred Tears. 

Secondly, He cannot adjuſt the ſeventy Weeks of 
Daniel to this ſcope and time of the Incarnation in 
which he would have the ſeventy Weeks end ; he 

ſounding the adjuſiment of them upon a very falſe 
ground, namely, upon the three Weeks or twenty one 
days of hindrance mentioned Dan. C. 10. v. 2. 13. 
which he interprets ſo many Tears, that upon the 
expiration of thoſe twenty one Tears of hindering 
the building of the Temple, &c. he might fix the 
going forth of the Decree, c. 9. on the ſecond Tear of 
Z Darius 
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Darius Hyſtaſpis. Aud this he acknowledges to be 
the main Argument (Chriſtolog. p. 32.) that evin- 
ceth that there began the ſeventy Weeks, namely, 
apor the expiration of the three Weeks of hin- 
drance. Which he point-blank againſt the Text inter- 
prets three Weeks of Years , when the Text ſays ex- 
preſly 19 (ya three Weeks of Days, and the 
Septuagint ſo interpret it , Bugs nuepoy three 
Weeks of Days, s the Hebrew has it. Where [ of 
Jaye] is added on purpoſe in counterdiſtinFion to 
the ſeventy Weeks to be underſtood of Years. And 
the one and twenty days, V.13. being the ſame with 
theſe three Weeks, it is manifeſt that they are to be 
ry 11s literally too, Moreover he underſtands 
this bindrance of the hindrance from building the 
Temple, when the Text ſays expreſly it was the hin- 
drance of the Angel that he conld come no ſooner 
to Daniel to inſiru&# him in ſuch things as his ſoul 
was carried in fervent devotion and deſire after. 
And Daniel is ſaid to affii® himſelf with mourning 
all that time of the one and twenty days, or three 
Weeks , which therefore cannot be underiFood of 
Years. And laſtly, This way he takes be is fain to 
pull back the ſingle Week (in the midſt whereof the 
Meffias is ſaid to make the daily Sacrifice and obla- 
tion to ceaſe) and place it in the beginning of the 
Weeks (p. 33.) than which nothing can be more 
wild and prepoſterous. 

But now in the third place , ſuppoſe his adjuſt- 
ment were not encumbred with theſe abſurdities, be 
can never make ſenſe of the Prophecy of thoſe ſeventy 
Weeks if they expire in the Incarnation of our Bleſ- 
ſed Saviour, but ſuch an Epocha is to be choſen of 
the going forth of the Decree, as the Weeks conti- 
nued 
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nued in the Order they are mentioned, our Saviour 
veay be found to be Crucified, and ſotoput an end to 
the Jewiſh Sacrifices and Oblations, in the mid(} of 
the laſt Week. 

And fourthly and laſily, That incomparable Chro- 
nologer and pions Learned Perſon Thomas Lydiat, 
bath with ſolid judgment pitched upon the twenti- 
eth Tear of Artaxerxes Longimanus, for this Epocha, 
reckoning from whence our Saviour will be found to 
have ſuffered iz the midii of the laſt of the ſeventy 
Weeks of Daniel, according to the natural ſenſe of 
the Prophecy. And moreover, which is more pre- 
ciſely to our purpoſe, he has convincingly ſhewn, that 
our Saviour was born, L. Xlus Lamia, and M. Ser- 
vilius Geminus beirg Coxſuls, Anno Juliano 48, U.C. 
755. Whenas }. B. will have him born Anno Juliano 
45, er 46. and U. C. 752, or 753. So that there 
will be two whole Tears difference. And whereas ].B. 
places the Crucifixion of our Saviour in the nine- 
teenth Tear of Tiberms, Thomas Lydiat has prov'd 
it to fall out in the twenty ſecond of his Reign,about 
the middle of that Tear, as alſo in the middle of 
the laſt of Daniels ſeventy Weeks , which ſeals all 
ure. 

And therefore miſſing ſo wide of the time of that 
chief Accident of the life of Chriſt, he muſt be very 
foully out in the exerciſe of his Art, if it were any, 
of coming to the right time of the Birth of our S8a- 
viour per Accidentia Nati. But the Scheme of our 
Saviour's Nativity, as alſo of $8. John the Baptiſt's 
Calculated by him , being ſo trimly contrived and 
hitting ſo handſomely, as it may ſeem to himſelf, 
aud be would perſwade others, and ſo ſuitably to 
the conditions of them both, and the occurrences 
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of their lives, and yet things falling out ſo, though 
their Nativities are groſly miſtimed, methinks it 
ought to be a Convidion to ). B. himſelf, and to all 
men, that the whole buſineſs of Jadiciary Aſtrology is 
a mere piece of phantaſtry, in which they may make 
quidlibet ex quolibet, or that things hit by chance 
as in other ludicrous ways of Divination, and that 

* Scemy there is nothing ſound at the bottom. And that the 

—_ boaſt of ). B. is very vain in pretending to have 

Prophe- found out the Nativity of our Saviour to the very 

cies of D1- Minute of an hour, whenas he has miſſed in the Hy- 

mg" won potheſis of Time, * ſome whole Years. 

VI. p.120. Not to add, that ſuppoſe he had arrived to the 
very minute of his Birth ( whenas yet the exad day 
is as unneceſſary as in the Celebrating Eis Paſſion 
or Reſurrefion, which are of as great concernment 
as his Birth, and Celebrated with as much devoti- 
on, though it is taken for granted they are not the 
ſame days on which he was Crucified,and roſe again) 
or that by a general Council his Diſcovery were ac- 
cepted of, and eſtabliſhed by ſo great an Authority, 
I would here demand of }, B. beſides the ſacrificing 
to his own vain glory, what good would come to the 
Chriſtian Church thereby f For it is a very weak al- 
legation of thoſe that ſlight the Celebrating the Na- 
tivity of our Saviour, becauſe the day of his Birth 
is uncertain. For we are certain we do not keep the 
day of his Paſſion and ReſurreCtion, the very ſame 
day as they fell, Eaſter being acknowledged a move- 
able Feait , and yet that cools no mans Devotion, 
It is ſufficient that there be Anniverſary Comme- 
morations of theſe great Occurrences in the life of 
ChriSt the Son of God, that they may take impreſſion 
on the minds of our Children, and Childrens Chil- 
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dren to al} Poſterities, and endear the perſon of our 
Saviour to them, by the pious performance of the 
ſolemnities of thoſe days. 

But were the day and minute of Chriſt's Birth 
agreed upon by the Univer jal Sufſrage of the Church 
upon the Aſtrological pretence of J.B. which he ſeems 
rather to wiſh than hope for, it would look more 
like the Celebrating the Reſurrection of Aſtrology, 
than of the Nativity of our Saviour,,- and would ſet 
all men agog ſo upon ſludying of J. B. his moſt Sa- 
cred and Divine Science, that thouſands being ine- 
patient of not finding themſelves ſo ſoon Maſters 
as they would, of what it is impo ſible for them ever 
to be Maſters of ( Aſtrology being a mere cheat and 
vanity, no ſolid Art at all) would inevitably be 
drawn into Contrad with that Grand Apoſtate 8pi- 
rit Lucifer , or ſome of his Infernal ImPs, as J. B. 
himpelf confeſſes they are prone to be (p. 39.) And 
ſo this his idle Aſtrological freak, of pretending to 
have found out the Birth of our Saviour to the Mi- 
nute of ar hour, if once conntenanced by the Church, 
would make the Chriſtian World ſwarm with 
Witches and Wizards, who by their wicked Confe- 
deracy with the Infernal Powers, would loſe their 
Souls , which Chriſt was born into the World to 
ſave and redeem from everlaſting miſery. 

Wherefore to make a friendly Concluſion with my 
ſo much incenſed Adverſary, I do inall meekneſs 
and kindneſs deſire him to conſider with himſelf, if 
it had not been more adviſable for him (being as 
he tiles himſelf a Preacher of Gods Word, and a 
Proteifant Miniffer of the Church of England) and 
more for the Honour of the Goſpel-Miniſtry in gene- 
ral, and for the credit of our Church it ſelf, (whoſe 
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Genius is fair, peaceable, prudent and gentile, as 
well as ſerious and pious) not to have run aut in 
that ſordid ſcurrility and rage againſt & profeſſed 
Member of the ſame Communion, having no perſonal 
provocation from him, but only the pretence that he 
had ſo ſharply inveighed againit the folly and va- 
nity of Aſtrology, and the Impiety of ſome Aſtrolo- 
gers, and this out of mere zeal for Chriſtianity, 
whoſe Authority and Efficacy he ſaw was under- 
min'd under colour of this Art. And whether he 
had mot better have buſied himſelf in Calculating 
the Nativity or Conception of Chriſi according to 
the Spirit (anſwerably to that ſaying of the Apoſtle, 
My httle Children of whom I travail in Birth until 
Chriſt be formed in. you) 7 ſay, in Calculating the 
Nativity of Chriſt in the hearts of thoſe that ave 
committed to his charge, when, and in how many 
he had been inſirumental to form Chriſt in them,and 
ſa render them true and living Chriſtians, and to 
compute when in himſelf Chriſt was thus born ( for 
as face anſwers to face, ſo the heart of man to man, 
and he that has Chriſt really living in his own heart, 
can the more eaſily diſcern whether he be living in 
anothers) whether this I ſay had not been a more 
proper imployment far a Miniſter of Gods Word, than 
to be taken wp with ſo vain and miſchievous a curi- 
aſity as I have made good that Aſirology is 5 And 
experimentally to have underfiood what are the 
greateſt Enemies to the Birth of the Spiritual Chriſt 
in w5 And what his Birth conſiſts iz, and whether 
the Principle of Regeneration be not 4 Divine Re- 
ality and living ſenle quite different from mhat is 
reſolvible into the natural Sentiments ofSclF-Loves 
And whether Pride and Sclfiſbneſs, and Wrath, ad 
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Quarrelſomeneſs with men, be not of a more direful 
Aſpe& to the Spiritual Nativity of Chriſt than Mars 
in the Eighth Houſe , or the Moon' conjoin d with 
Algols Head, to the natural Nativity of him. 

Theſe great points I leave to }. B. ſeriouſly and 
in the Fear of God to conſider with himſelf; and ſhall 
give him no further diſturbance, nor be any ſurther 
diſturbed by him, nor by any one elſe that ſhall write 


in ſuch an Unchriſtian manner as he has done. In 


which he has wronged himſelf and his _—_ 
more than me. But I pray God forgive him it all. 
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